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To the Right Honourable 


Sir Robert Walpole, &c. 
A ND 


To the Honourable 


Sir John Barnard, &c. 


Honoured Gentlemen, 
ESE Letters hav- 
bY GW: ing been publiſhed 
in ſeparate Papers 
for every one's Conſidera- 
tion, are now collected to- 
gether, and humbly ſub- 
1 & 3 


i DEDICATION.” 
mitted to Your joint Pro- 
tection: For the Author is 
ſenſible, that the Publick 
will receive little Benefit 
from them, unleſs approved 
and countenanced by Fhoſe 
who are able to carry their 
Deſign into Execution. 


Gentlemen, 

You are treading the 
Paths of Glory ! "Tis from 
the Firſt of You, that a 
brave Nation, poſſeſſed of 
the molt powerful maritime 
Force the World ever ſaw, 
hopes All that can be ex- 
pected from a worthy Repre- 
| ſentative and Patriot, an ex- 
1 5 perienced 
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perienced Stateſman, and an 
able Miniſter, delervedly 
Truſted and Employed . by 
a Great and Wiſe KING, 
zealous and indefati gable 
for the Welfare and Proſpe- 
rity of his People. 


From the other of You, 
Gentlemen, very much too 
is expected: As You are a 
Repreſentative, and a Chief 
Magiſtratèe of the moſt fa- 

mous, moſt opulent, and 
moſt trading City this Day 
on Earth; as You are en- 
dowed with Capacity and 
Abilities every Way equal to 
thoſe important Truſts; as 


108; Your 
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Your Tongue is eloquent, 
and Your Principles and 
Temper moderate, and as in 
You, the eminent Merchant, 
an all Occaſions, gives Way 


to the juſt and prudent Le- 
giflator. | 


Ca... 
Right Honourable, 
and Honourable, 
tour moſt obedient, 
and moſt devoted, 


bub Servant, 


—_ 


John Bennet, 


THE 


IR Joſiah Child znforms 
u,, that diſcourſing once 
with a Noble Lord on the 
Balance of our Trade, or 

eneral National Gain or Loſs by it, 
[Fj Lordſhip, not rightly appre- 
hending him, asked him two very 
proper Queſtions, viz. 


Queſt. I. © Is there not a great 
ce Smilitude between the Affairs of 
*© private Perſon, and of a Na- 
ce tion; the former being but a 
< little Family, and the latter a 
% great Family? 


To which Sir Joſiah anſwered, 
Yes, certainF there is. m2 
ä A 4 Quelt, 
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Queſt. II. May not 4 private 
% Merchant be, or ſeem to be, 
Owner of much Shipping, drive 
*© a great Trade, receive and ſend 
« out many Goods, and yet decline 
and grow poorer, . notwithſtand- 
* mg all his Tumbling and Buſt- 
3 Meas l 


To which Sir Joſiah alſo anſwer: 
ed; Yes, certainly he may. 


TuoskE who have taken Pains to 
bring Arts and Sciences to Perfection, 
have left toothers Helps and Guides 
to direct them to thoſe very Points 
to which they themſelves did not ar- 
rive without abundance of Experi- 
ence and Labour; and that the Sub- 
ject of Trade may be reduced into 
a Science I do not at all doubt; tho 
as a Man of Buſineſs, I have not con- 
fined myſelf to ſo ftrich a Task. J 
have only preſented to the Publick 
ſome Maxims and Obſervations to- 
wards it, which * heretofore 

el framed 
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framed or collected for my own par- 
ticular Improvement. 


Tak Letter which JI received 
from Philo-Anglus, Printed in my 
IVth Paper, induced me to turn my 
Thoughts on Colonies ſooner than 
otberwiſe I ſhould have done: But 
there are Arts of Peace as well as 
War ; and we may alike hope to con- 
quer without military Diſcipline, 
as to proſper without Regularity and 
Order in our Trade. 


Snourp theſe Letters produce 

any good Effect, it will be an Encour- 
agement for me hereafter to employ 
ſome more of my Time on a Subject 
of ſuch vaſt. Importance and Con- 
cernment; and for the preſent, I 
will conclude with the Words of a 


great and expergenced Stateſman 
on a like Occafie : 


ITE Reader is defire# impar- 
© tially to peruſe this Book, which T 
* wrote not oniggfmith a compoſed 
be © and 
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and ſedate Mind, but with a ſin- 
cere Affection to Truth, and to my 
Country : and by weighing and 
conſidering what I have ſaid, he 
* will be able to judge, whether I 
* have effected my Deſign: If he 
* thmks otherwiſe; I defire him 
© however to believe, that I have 
© uſed the beſt of my Endeavour to 
© that End; and hope I cannot but 
© deſerve Thanks from my Native 
© Country, for exciting by this At- 
* tempt (ome abler Hand to rect iſ/ 
© my Miſtakes, and finiſh the Work. 
e. That the National and Mercato- 
rial Intereſts may be united ; and 
All our People made uſeful, and 
provided for. . 
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LE T TEA I. 


Of the Knowledge of TRADE, ard its 
Uſefulneſs. 


RA D E, with reſpect to the general 
Good of Great Britain, is a Science 
very extenſive, and not to be rightly 
underſtood without a competent Share 
of Knowledge and Experience; for 
a Man ſhould be able to comprehend all its Advan- 
tages and Diſadvantages, to diſcover all its various 
Sources, and nicely to diſcern and diſtinguiſh thofe 


Branches which are more profitable, and tending to 


the publick Benefit of the Nation, from thoſe that 


are, or may be ſo, in a leſs eminent Degree. At 


preſent, moſt of the civilized Nations in the World, 


eſpecially the European, ſeem to think their Safety, | 


as well as Proſperity, greatly concerned in the 


Preſervation and Enlargement of their Trade. Un- 


B doubtedly 
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doubtedly it is a Subject of the higheſt Impay- 
tance z the Merchant, the Factor, the Tradefman, 
are not the only intereſted in it. Trade demands 
the Attention of the Miniftry, the Parliament, and 
every Member of the Nation. | 

* LiBERTY and Trade (fays one) are mutu- 
ally the Cauſe and Effect of each other; as 
Wealth and national Greatneſs are the genuine 
Offsprings of them both. Without Liberty, and 
the Security of Property, all Trade is made 
doubly precarious, and languiſhes under fatal Diſ- 
eouragements. Without Trade, and the Splen- 
dor and Opulency it gives Birth to, Liberty 
would loſe all Heart; the Spirit of a People 
would be ſtifled under the Damps of Poverty; 
and the little Property they would then have, 
would be thought not worth ſtruggling for. 
As there is no Science more ample and 
various than that of Trade, in its whole national 
Extent; fo there is none of a more nice or in- 
tricate Nature. It is always in Danger of being 
damaged or loſt, whenever it comes under the 
Conduct of weak and little Minds, or ſelfiſh and 
mercenary Hands; and. therefore the honeft and: 
generous Britiſo Merchant ought to be ranked 
among the firſt Patriots of his Country, as the 
Virtues that conſpire in ſuch a Character, do re- 
ally make up true Greatneſs, — 
Ir ſeems ſomething extraordinary, (ſays the 
fame Writer) that in a Country which has ex- 
< tended its Commerce, as England has done, the 
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Science of Trade is. fo little underſtoed ; and 


« while all other Branches of Knowledge have been 
« peſtered with ſuch Crowds, of Pretenders, this 
only has been almoſt univerſally diſclaimed 
© and we are very frankly told in Coffee-houſes, 
and in Print, by Gentlemen, who, in other 
Things, are very little apt to diſtruſt their own 

„ Judgments, 
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* Tudgrients, that they know nothing at all of the 
Theory of Brith Commerce. Several 
Branches of Trade indeed feem to be very well 
underſtood by the Merchants Who are concerned 
in them, and theſe Perſons are very ready to in- 
form us of the Advantages, which (as they ſay} 
the Nation receives by their ſeveral Means; but 
it is not to be expected, that many of them 
ſhould always forget tlieir own private Intereſt 
in what they contend for, or facritice their own 
Profits intirely to the national Advantage. — 
Nor have mere Schemiſts, and philoſophical Pro- 
jectors ſucceeded better in their laborious Searches 
into the Laws and Principles of this Science, and 
their too much ſtudied and refined Plans for the 
Advancement of it. Their Diſcoveries and Ob- 
ſervations, tho” perhaps not unjuſt, have carried 
in them, or at. leaſt been thought ſo to do 
(which is as bad) ſomewhat too ſubtile and 1m- 
practicable for the Groſs of Mankind. No 
Wonder then that the compleat National Merchant 
ſhould be fo rare a Creature, ſince he is to recon- 
cile Theory and Buſineſs, publick and private In- 
tereft; the Tracer and the Philoſopher.” 
ANOTHER Writer on Trade has remarked, © That 
* we are indeed very happy in the Conſtitution of 
* our Legiſlature, who have made many excellent 
Laus for ſecuring our Liberties and Properties 
© but we fear our Parliaments have ſometimes been 
* miſled, when Matters relating to Trade have been 
brought under their Conſideration ; for as the two 
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Houſes conſiſt of ſo great a Number of Noble- 
men and Gentlemen, whoſe Educations have been 
quite different from the Study of ſuch Improve- 
ments as might be made by Manufactures and 
Commerce, it is not to be expected, that they 
* ſhould form a right Judgment therein, without 
EY REM 6 B 2 f having 
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* having Matters relating to Trade explained to 
* them.” 

Mos r certainly it would be of ſingular Uſe 
and Benefit to the Publick, if the Science of Trade 
were. brought to ſome Certainty, by an eſtabliſhed 

et of Principles and Maxims, which might afliſt 
and direct our Concluſions. All other Arts and 
Sciences almoſt, by the Care and Induſtry of Men, 
have their Poſtulata, and fixed Principles metho- 
dized; why then ſhould not the Science of Trade 
be cultivated and improved, and be brought to 
ſome Kind of Perfection? Is it not for want of ſome 
certain Rule to guide us, that private Intereſt has 
ſo often got the better of publick Good in Delibe- 
rations of ſo much Concern and Importance, as are 
Matters of Trade and Commerce, upon which the 
Happineſs and Glory of Great Britain, in the high- 
eſt Degree, are known to depend? 


1 am SIR, 
Your humble Servant, 


The National Merchant. 
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TT EK u. 


The Author's Deſign ia Writing, and Eight 


Maxims, or Obſervations, relating to 
Trade, and for forming right Notions con- 
cerning it. | 


& IX. 
FIL the Science of Trade be better explain'd, 
I ſend you ſome Maxims and Obſervations, 
which I formerly collected for my on Information, 
and hope they may be of the like Satisfaction and Uſe 
to others, as they have been to myſelf: Diſcourſes on 
all or many of the moſt important of them may 
hereafter follow. I have examined them with ſome 
Care and Attention, and think them true; and if the 
Publick happen to be of the ſame Opinion, I may, 
at one Time or other, offer to its Conſideration, 
ſome Eſſays for the Regulation of our Commerce, and 
the Improvement of our Colonies to the Advantage of 
the Nation. By this Method, perhaps, ſome preſent 
Difficulties may be remov'd; our younger Legiſ- 
lators and Gentlemen come to reaſon and determine 
from eſtabliſh*d Principles; and Coffee-houſe Poli- 
ticians ſee, that when any of their Affairs interfere 
with the Pablick Good, they ought not immediate- 
ly to cry out, We are undone by the Miniſtry. 
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MAXIMS and OBSERVATIONS re- 
latins to TRADE. 


I. HE. true and ultimate End of every Go- 
verninent, is the Defence, Happineſs and 

Increaſe of the People. 

II. A Wert regulated Trade mightily contri- 

butes to the Security, Proſperity and Increaſe of a 

Nation. 

III. Some Branches of Trade, tho* profitable 
to particular Perſons, may be prejudicial to the 
Publick. 

IV. A Nation may over-trade itſel} ; as, for 
Example, ſeveral Countries have done. 

V. TRADE ought not to, govern Politicks, but to 
be governed by them : Polity being to, be look'd on 
as the FATHER of a State; and Trade and Agricul- 
ture, as the NuRsE and MornER R. 

VI. Taz e of the Trade of Great Bri- 
tain has rather happened from the Advantages of 
its Sityation, th TORE of its Inhabitants, 4040 inci- 
dental Cauſes; than been effectuated by well-con- 
certed Schemes, and proper Encouragements. 

VII. Tas Stateſmen of the preſent Age through- 
out Eurape, do now. more than ever accommodate 
Trade to the Service of their reſpective Governments z 
it formerly. being oppreſs'd 1 in molt States, and its 
Benefits. to the Publick not ſo 9 07 apprehended. 

VIII. Sevsrar Things might be done for the 
Glory and Intereſt of Great Britain, the Advance- 
ment and Regulation of our Trade, and the Im- 
provement of our Colonies, if the Mercatorial were 
always made conſiſtent with, and united to the Nati- 
#74] Intereſt. 
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WHEN the foregoing Poſtulata are aſſented to, it 
will be time to mention a few Rules, whereby one 
may judge, whether any particular Trade be bene- 
ficial to a Country, or not ſo; and conſequently, 
whether it ought to be allowed and encouraged, or 
clogg*d, or prohibited. 


J am, SI X, 
Nours, Ge. 
The National Merchant. 


EST TERM. 


RULES to diſtinguiſh what Trades are 
advantageous, what diſaduantageous, and 
which are more or leſs ſo; ---- And on the 
great Value of our American Colonzes. 


FIX. 


HAT ſome Branches of Trade may be advan- 
| & tageous to a Country, and others detrimental ; 
and, that ſome may be more, or leſs fo, than others, 
I ſuppoſe are not Queſtions in youre : But to know 
how rightly to diſtinguiſh each from another, per- 
haps, is not ſo well underſtood, as ſome may ima- 
gine. We will therefore ſee what Rules are to bc 
tound to govern and direct us in theſe Matters. 
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MAXIMS and OBSERVATIONS re- 
lating to TRADE, continued. 


LL ſuch Trades as, in their Nature, tend 
to promote and anſwer the true End ot 
a State or Government, (viz. the Defence, Happi- 
neſs and Increaſe of its People) are advantageous, 
and to be encouraged : And, on the contrary, ſuch 
Trades, as do not tend towards the ſame End, are 
diſadvantageous, and not to be allowed of. 

X. Sour Trades, conſidered by themſelves, 
may be look*d on as advantageous to a Nation; but, 
when compared with others, will be found to be 
really detrimental ; inaſmuch as the Good they do, 
will not countervail the Prejudices they occaſion : 
Therefore ſuch Trades are to be deemed di ſadvan- 
tageous; and if they cannot be regulated, ought 
to be aboliſhed. 

XI. THERE are ſome Trades, the immediate 
Profits and Advantages whereof may be vaſtly 
greater than thoſe of others ; yet the latter may be 
more valuable, and more worthy of publick Care 
and Protection, than the former. Our Trade 
with Spain, and our American Colonies, may ſerve 
to explain this Truth; for ſhould we admit the firlt 
to be more pi rofitable, we ought at the ſame time to 
acknowledge, that we hold 1 it but at the Diſcretion 
or Caprice of another; z that it is precarious and un- 
certain, and more likely to alter for the worſe, than 


IX. 


in a way of being improved for the better: On the 


other Hand, our Coſonies are our own, very im- 
proveable, ſubjcct to our own Laws and Regulations; 
and the more they are improved, the more impro- 
veable they will become: In ſhort, the Advantages 
we receive from our Colonies are of a Nature more 
certain, more durable; and, if they are not at preſent, 
may ſoon be rendered more profitable to Great Bri- 

tain 
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tain than any other Commerce whatever, Not 
that I would depreciate any one Branch of our Trade : 
My Deſign in this Place being only, firmly to eſtab- 
liſh this 11th Maxim, viz. * That there are ſome 
* Trades, the immediate Profits and Advantages 
* whereof may be vaſtly greater than thoſe of 
others; and yet, that the latter may be more valu- 
able, and more worthy of publick Care and Pro- 
* tection than the former: And I thought I 
could not do it by a more pertinent Inſtance than I 
have choſen. —— When I come hereafter to diſ- 
courſe of any particular Trade, or Commerce, I 
ſhall be ſure to obſerve the Rules of Truth and Ju- 
ſtice; and not ſorget to ſhew the Gentlemen concern- 
ed in every of them, a due Reſpect. I own, 
however, I always look on the Briti/h Plantations 
with an inexpreſſible Pleaſure; Providence having 
allotted thoſe Lands for us, our Children, and Chil- 
drens Children, in ſuch an abundant Manner, that, 
in this reſpect, Britons may truly ſay, there is no 
End of the Goodneſs of God : And were but halt the 
ſame Zeal and Charity exerted in providing for our 
Young, and imploying our idle People, as hath been 
beſtowed on Building and Endowing of Hoſpitals, 
Spitals, and Alms-Houſes for the Infirm and the 
Diſeaſed; in a few Years, we ſhould not have left 
many Objects of the latter Sort to exerciſe our Cha- 
rity on; which is a Thing ardently to be deſired. 
The honeſt Phyſician ſays, his firſt Care is to pre- 
vent Diſtempers; the next, to remove them; and, 
theſe failing, then to give Eaſe. That Nation 
that relieves the Diſeaſed and Infirm, certainly does 
well ; but that which provides for and employs its 


Poor and its Young, perhaps does better, — Both 


ought to be done; yet that which does the latter, 
will prevent in a great meaſure, for the future, the 
Neceſſity of the former. And further; Co- 


* Jonies are the Seeds of Nations, begun and nou- 
| riſhed 
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riſhed by the Care of wife ana populous Coun- 
tries, for the Increaſe of Human Stock, and Bene- 
fit of Commerce; and ſome of the wiſeſt Men in 
Hiſtory have juſtly taken their Fame from this 
Deſign and Service.” 

I wiLL conclude this Paper, in the Words of a 


very worthy Writer in the Year 1696, (who, I 
think, was then one of King William's Commiſſio- 
ners for Trade and Plantations) with only ſome lit- 
tle Alteration. * Matters of Trade are Subjects of 
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fo much Nicety, that few agree in Notions rela- 
ting to them; and yet of ſo much Importance, 
that nothing can more conduce to the enriching of 
the Nation, than that they ſhould be ſettled on the 
molt adyantageous and laſting Foundations, agree- 
able to the Rules of Prudence, Honour and Ju- 
ſtice: Therefore it is hoped, that they who have 
more Ability, will correct the Matter, without 
endeavouring to correct the Author; who aims 
only at the Publick Service, without any Deſign 
againſt Men's particular Intereſts, farther than as 
ſuch Intereſts appear deſtructive of the common 
Good: For, if we could agree what is our true 
Intereft in reference to the Publick, and to ſacri- 
fice our Paſſions and private Intereſts thereto, then, 
by Gop's Bleſſing on our Endeavours, we may 
hope for Succeſs in our Trade; but if, inftead 
thereof, we ſhould continue wallowing in Luxury, 


and ſcrambling who ſhall get moſt one from ano» 


ther, it may be feared, we ſhall endanger the 
Loſs of Al, and juſtly incur the Sentence pro- 
nounced by the wife Man, He that is in Love with 
bis Folly, all periſh in it.“ 
Jam, S IR, Yours, Se. 
The National Merchant. 
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ETTU FN. 


Containing Philo- Anglus s Letter to the 
National Merchant, approving his Under- 
taking ; with ſome good Cautions and Ad- 


vice to ham. 


I SEND the incloſed Letter to be publiſhed, 
which came to my Hand at the fame time with 
the Daily Gazetteer of the 2 iſt current. When 
I ſaw the Concluſion of this Gentleman's Letter, 
I was pleaſed that mine in that Paper happened to 
have an Excurſion on the Value of our Colonies : 
But as I look upon the whole Letter to merit the 
Publick Attention, I ſhall take it ſoon under par- 
ticular Conſideration, In the mean time, I think 
myſelf very happy in the Gentleman's Correſpon- 
dence, and deſire he will honour me with the . 
tinuance of it, either to 4ſt or correct, which I aſ- 
ſure him ſhall meet with an equal Eſteem. Indeed 
the Accident of receiving this Letter will interrupt 
the Connexion I was willing to preſerve in the Sub- 
ject; but then the Reader will be thereby relieved 
and refreſhed ; and, after having been agreeably en- 
tertain'd, he may proceed on. his Journey with new 
Vigour. 


Fo the NATIONAL MERCHANT. 


S IX. 
S I have a Regard not only for the national 
b Trade of England, but alſo. for the general 
Commerce of the World, whereby ſo many barba- 
rous Nations have been civilized, and a beneficial, 
at 
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at leaſt a pleaſing Intercourſe is maintain'd between 


Countries ſeemingly ſeparated by Nature: So J 


ſhould be exceedingly pleaſed with your generous 
Undertaking, to reduce © the Science of Trade to a 
* Certainty ; ' if I did not fear that a Gentleman of 
* your Underſtanding and Experience in the Trade 
and Commerce of Great Britain,“ might, in the 
Courſe of fuch a Work, diſcloſe Secrets in Trade, 
which may tend more to the Benefit of ether Coun- 
tries, than of your own. This may, perhaps, be 
looked upon as too narrow a way of Thinking, in 
one who profeſſes himſelf a Friend to Univerſal Com- 


merce. But altho' I have a general Benevolence for 


Mankind, yet I cannot diveſt myſelf of the parti- 
cular Love I bear to England ; nor can I forbear 
wiſhing that ſhe may continue her preſent Supe- 
riority over all other Nations in Trade. The 
* Advantages of Situation, the Nature of its Inha- 
bitants, and incidental Cauſes, from which (I 
agree with you) the Magnitude of the Trade of 
England has rather happened, than been effectua- 
ted by well- concerted Schemes, and proper En- 


* 


* 


* 


* 


couragements, may perhaps continue their Ope- 


rations in our Favour. But ſeeing that © at preſent 
« moſt civilized Nations in the World, eſpecially 


the European, ſeem to think their Safety and 


«* Proſperity greatly concerned in the Preſervation 
and Enlargement of their Trade,“ I ſubmit it to 
your Conſideration, whether it is not our Duty to be 
more than ordinarily careful of preſerving the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of this ineſtimable Jewel, for which fo many 
envious and powerful Rivals are daily contending 
with us. 

- Even. the moſt civilized Nations are, with re- 
ſpect to one another, as it were, in a State of Nature, 
always endeavouring to aggrandize themſelves, tho? 
at the Expence of others. And the particular Ad- 
vantage of each Nation is, or ought to be, the 

ſupreme 
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tupreme Law of Government. You know, Sir, 
that upon theſe Principles, they often think the diſ- 
turbing of their Neighbours Affairs, is an Ad- 
vancement of their own Intereſt; and that, for this 
Purpoſe, Nations diligently pry into one another's 
Secrets. But the open Manner in which we pybliſh 
Abſtracts of our Strength, and Accounts of our 
Trade, with many other Things, which are very 
difficult to he come at in other Countries, makes 
this Part of the Buſineſs of Foreign Miniſters among 
us very eaſy. This, it 1s true, proceeds from the 
Nature of our Conſtitution, and our invaluable Li- 
berty, which are the ſolid Foundations of all our 
Happineſs. And perhaps England, which 1s the 
Seat of Liberty, like Virtue itlelf, is the more re- 
ſpeed, the more ſhe is known. But it is alſo mani- 
feſt from Experience, that the Notions of our moſt 
dangerous Rivals in Trade, have been greatly im- 
proved by Schemes publiſhed, but not properly 
taken Notice of, in this Kingdom ; And it 1s very 
probable, that the Manner, in which ſome of our 
Writers have treated other Nations for their Indo- 
lence, which was our Benefit, has help'd to rouze 
them to induſtrious Actions. | 

THe Chamber of Commerce at Paris was 
eſtabliſh*'d on a Hint taken from our Commiſſion of 
Trade and Plantations, but with this Difference (whe- 
ther it is an Improvement or not, I ſubmit to your 
Judgment) that the Chamber of Commerce conſiſts 
of Merchants deputed from the trading Towns of 
France. Thus each Member has Underſtanding im- 
proved by Experience, and the additional Advan- 
tage of a Council of Merchants in the Town he re- 
preſents, from whom he receives early Notice of the 
Changings and Shiftings which frequently happen 1n 
the Channels of Trade, and with whom he can con- 
ſult upon Expedients propoſed for remedying Evils 


which are produced by foreign or native Cauſes. In 
| 6 this 
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this Chamber, and ſo I preſume at our Board of 
Trade, Matters relating to Trade, are ſecretly ant 
maturely weighed ; and having thus the concurrent 
Advice of the trading Part of the Kingdom, they 
ſeldom fail of being cartied into Execution, as far 
as they are conſiſtent with the Polity of the King- 
dom, to which, as you rightly obſerve, Trade and 
ho rang) are always made ſubſervient. 


You know, Sir, that even the moſt generons Deal- 
ers have ſome Schemes of Trade, which they think 
convenient to keep ſecret; and T ſubmit to your 
Judgment, whether there is any better Reaſon for 
this Practice in private Life, than can be affigned 
for the fame Policy in conſulting Matters for the 
Benefit of our National Commerce. It this be your 
Opinion, then I perſuade myſelf, you will readily 
agree, that the Board of Trade is a Place, where 
theſe Affairs may be properly propofed, and. fully 
deliberated on; and whatever has their Approba- 
tion, comes more ſtrongly recommended to the Care 
of thoſe Miniſters, who have Ability, and can never 
want Inclination to forward the true Intereſt of their 
Country. 

I Au ſenſible, what is here offered to your Confi- 
deration, will not be found agreeable to the Taſte of 
the Generality of our Countrymen, who are fond 
of publiſhing to the Werld, whatever they _ 
0 
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of publick Uſe. From ſuch Perſons I don't appre- 
hend any Rebuke, ſince I am confident they will 
allow me the ſame Liberty which they take; and 
altho I confeſs their communicative Temper pro- 
ceeds from a laudable Diſpoſition of Mind, yet as 
I am more than doubtful it has, on ſome Occaſi- 
ons, produced ill Effects, ſo I think theſe Obſerva- 
tions may be of Uſe to my Country. To you in- 
deed, Sir, I ought to make an Apology for them; 
and altho? it is very probable I need not apprehend, 
that a Perſon of your Underſtanding and Experience 
would mention any thing in the Courſe of your Let- 
ters, which might give Umbrage, or the Alarm to 
our Neighbours ; yet, as what I write to you is well 
intended, I am confident you will readily excuſe it. 

THE Improvement of our Colonies is a Sub- 
ject of great Latitude, wherein you may diſplay 
your Talents; and as the Intereſt of our Colonies is 
intimately interwoven: with that of England, it can- 
not fail of being an uſeful] Work, to explain how 
they may be rendered more beneficial to one another. 
This, and the Improvement of our Manufactures, 
and other Branches of Trade at home, are Points 
intirely within the Power of our own Legiſlature, 
where foreign Counſels cannot prevail; and as the 
Ignorance of our true Intereſt in theſe Particulars is 
much to be lamented, ſo your Undertaking to enlarge 
our Underſtandings in theſe uſeful Parts of Know- 
ledge, is worthy of Praiſe. 


J am, SIX, 
London, 19 July, Ss 
1735, Your humble Servant, 


PRILO-ANOLVs. 


LETTER 
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LETTER V. 


Of the Uncertainty of many Maxims that 
are generally” received in Trade ----- Illu. 
rated in the late Diſpute between the 

Northern Colonics and our Sugar lilands. 


. 


HERE is an infinite Number of Maxims 

to be found in Authors of great Repute, who 
have wrote on Trade, which are not always infal- 
lible: In ſome Caſes they may be true, but in 
others they are not jo 3 nor have thoſe. Maxims any 
Weight or Authority with me, when they are not, 
conſiſtent with the Maxims laid down in my Let- 
ers, N® 2, and 3, with which they ought always 
to ſquare, and by which I would have them proved 
and examined before admitted for certain. — 
Thus, in the Diſpute la ely between the Britiſh. 
Northern Colomes and our Sugar lands, a Maxim 
found in moſt Writers, and generally received, 
was made uſe of, and abuſed, and a falſe Conſe- 
THE drawn from it. It was ſaid, that 

Tnrar Trade which employs our Shipping, 
4 off our Manufactures, and ſuperabund unt 
Commodities, and receives either Money or Goods 
in Return for them, whereby a Balance is gained 
to us, muſt be a valuable Trade, and ought not to 
be ſuppreſſed. | 

2, Tha the Northern Colony Trade to the 
French Sugar Iſlands, was ſuch a Trade. And 
3. THEREFORE the Northern Colony Trade to 

thoſe Nands ought not to be ſuppreſſed. < 


IT 
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IT is well known this Matter was brought be- 
fore both Houſes of Parliament two or three ſuc- 
ceſſive Seſſions, and that it occaſioned great Conteſt 
both within and without Doors, ere it was deter- 
mined ; but at length, after being ſolemnly heard 
and debated in both Houſes, a Bill paſſed, intirely to 
ſuppreſs, in. Effect, the ſaid Trade with the French 
Nands. Whilſt this Bill was depending, I remem-- 
ber to have heard ſeveral Members of both Houſes 
declare (I am ſure truly) That, as both the 
* Northern and Southern Colonies juſtly claimed an 
equal Right to the Favour and Protection of the 
Legiſlatur, 2, they would, with Pleaſure and Ala- 
crity, aftord the ſame to either; but that, in the 
preſent Caſe, there was a Difficulty which kept 
them at a Stand: For (ſaid they) our Northern 
* Colonies tell us, „If we pals * Bill, we deſtroy 
their Trade.” And our Southern Colomes ſay, 
If we do not pals the Bill, they are undone.“ 
« Muſt we believe them both? If we do, what 
* ought then to be done?? 

I pRESUME, at preſent, it will give no Offence | 
to either Side, if we ſay, that the Reſolution which 
the Parliament at laſt took to paſs the Bill, was 
founded on Reaſon, and for the publick Good, tho 
contrary to the Concluſion made on the afore-men- 
tioned Maxim. The Truth is, the ſaid Maxim, 
tho* generally, is not always true, but will admit 
of Exceptions; and in this Point was juſty ever- 

ruled by the 10th Maxim in my Letter No 3, viz. 

* Some Trades, conſidered by themſelves, may 
* be look*d on as advantageous to a Nation; bur, 
when compared with others, will be found to be 
really detrimental ; inaſmuch as the Good they 
do will not countervail the Prejudices they oc- 
caſion : 'Therefore ſuch Trades are to be deemed 
* diſadvantageous, and, if they cannot be regu- 
* lated, ought to be aboliſhed.” 85 

C How EVER, 
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However, as many of the ſaid Maxims, to be 
found here and there in Authors who have wrote 
on Trade, tho? not univerſally true, may give 
Light, and afford Matter of Inſtruction, provided 
we allow them not too large an Extent, and keep 
them in Subordmation to their Superiors ; under 
ſuch Caution, it may not be unuſeful to tranſcribe 
ſome of them, before we proceed farther ; and 
which, I propoſe to ſend you in my next. 


Tam, SIR, 
Your humble Servant, 


The National Merchant. 
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LETTER VI. 


Inſtances of a good, and Inſtances of a 
2 Trade, which may be uſeful by being 
noun. 


S I R, 


[| PROMISED you in my laſt, that I would 
tranſcribe ſeveral Maxims out of Authors who 
have wrote upon Trade, and ſend them to you in 
this: But finding many of them collected in the 
Britiſh Merchant, and alſo publiſhed in the Guar- 
dian of September 25, 1713, from a Treatiſe ſaid to 
be wrote by an eminent Merchant of this City, 
and called General Maxims of Trade, particularly 
applied to the Commerce of Great Britain and France, 
I ſhall give myſelf no further Trouble than to 
copy thoſe from thence, becauſe I ſhall have Occa- 


ſion 
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ſion to take Notice of moſt others in my Reaſon- 
ings hereafter; 


4 
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Inſtances of a good TRADE. 


© 1. Thar Trade which exports Manufactures 
made of the Product of the Country, is undoubt- 
edly Good; ſuch is the ſending abroad our York- 
ſhire Cloth, Colcheſter Bays, Exeter Serges, Nor- 
wich Stuffs, &c. which being made purely of 
Britiſh Wool, as much as thoſe Exports amount 
to, ſo much is the clear Gain of the Nation. 

* 2. THaT Trade that helps off the Confump- 
tion of our Superfluities, is alſo viſibly Advan- 
tageous; as the exporting of Allom, Copperas, 
Leather, Tin, Lead, Coals, Cc. So much as the 
exported Superfluities amount unto, ſo much alto 
is the clear National Profit. 

* 3. Tux importing of foreign Materials to be 
manufactured at Home, eſpecially when the 
Goods, after they are manufactured, are moſtly 
ſent Abroad, is alſo without Diſpute very bene- 
ficial; as for Inſtance, Spaniſh Wool, which for 
that Reaſon is exempted from paying any Duties. 
* 4. TRE Importation of foreign Materials to be 
manufactured here, although the manufactured 
Goods are chiefly conſumed by us, may allo be 
beneficial ; eſpecially when the ſaid Materials are 
procured in exchange for our Commodities ; as 
Raw Silk, Grogram, Yarn, and other Goods 
brought from Turky, 

* 5. Fokxicn Materials wrought up here into 
ſuch Goods as would otherwiſe be imported ready 
manufactured, is a Means of ſaving Money to 
the Nation: Such is the Importation of Hemp, 


Flax, and Raw Silk. 


* 6. A TRADE may be called good, which ex- 
changes Manufactures for Manufactures, and Com- 
| CS: « modities 
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modities for Commodities. Germany takes as 
much in Value of our Woollen and other Goods, 
as we do of their Linnen: By this Means Num- 
bers of People are imploy'd on both Sides to 
their mutual Advantage. 

* +, An Importation of Commodities, bought 
partly for Money, and partly for Goods, may 
be of national Advantage , if the greateſt Part 
of the Commodities thus 1mported, are again 
exported, as in the Caſe of Eaſt India Goods: 
And generally all Imports of Goods which are 
re-exported, are beneficial to a Nation. 
< 8. TRE carrying of Goods from one foreign 
Country to another, is a profitable Article in 
Trade: Our Ships are often thus employ'd be- 
tween Portugal, Italy and the Levant, and ſome- 


times in the Eaſt Indies. 


* 9. Wur there is a Neceſſity to import Goods 


which a Nation cannot be without, although ſuch 


Goods are chiefly purchaſed with Money, it can- 
not be accounted a bad Trade, as our Trade to 
Norway, and other Parts, from whence are im- 


ported Naval Stores, and Materials for Build- 
ing. 


Inſtances of a bad TRADE. 


C „5 a Trade is difadyantageous to a Nation. 
Wulck brings in Things of mere Luxury 
od Pleaſure, which are intirely, or for the moſt 
Part, conſumed among us; and ſuch I reckon 
the Wine Trade to be, eſpecially when the Wine 
is purchaſed with Money, and not in Exchange 
for our Commodities. 
* 2, Moch worſe js that Trade which brings 
in a Commodity, that is not only conſumed 
amongſt us, but hinders the Conſumption of the 
like Quantity of ours: As is the Importation of 
Brandy, 
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Brandy, which hinders the ſpending of our Ex- 
tracts of Malt and Molaſſes ; therefore very pru- 
dently charged with exceſſive Duties. 
* 3. ThaT Trade is eminently bad, which 
ſupplies the ſame Goods as we manufacture our- 
ſelves, eſpecially if we can make enough for our 
Conſumption : And I take this to be the Caſe 
of the Silk Manufacture; which, with great La- 
bour and Induſtry, is brought to Perfection in 
London, Canterbury, and other Places. 

* 4. Tux Importation upon eaſy Terms of 
ſuch Manufactures as are already introduced in a 
Country, muſt be of bad Conſequence, and check 
their Progreſs; as would undoubtedly be the 
Caſe of the Linnen and Paper Manufactures in 
Great Britain (which are of late very much im- 
proved) if thoſe Commodities were ſuffered to 
be brought in without paying very high Duties. 
Bur, as I have ſaid already, I would always have 


theſe, and ſuch other like Maxims, to ſquare with, 
and be ſupported by fome of thoſe which I have 
given before in my ſecond and third Letters ; and 
then they will be of good Uſe to us in our fur- 
ther Inquiries. 


Jam, S IR, 


, Yours, Ge. 


The National Merchant. 


1 LETTER 
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LETTENX VII. 


The National Merchant's Anſwer to Philo. 
Anglus.----- Of the Care the French have 
taken in Matters of Trade, and the Ne. 


cefſity He lie under, at preſent, to regulate 
our mercantile Afairs. 


S I R, 
PROMISED in my fourth Letter, with which I 
ſent you one from a Gentleman, who ſigns him- 
ſelf Philo-anglus, that I would ſoon take his ſaid 


Letter under particular Conſideration ; and I now 
fend you my Anſwer to it. 


To PHILO-ANGL Vs. 


S IX, 


OV are ſo kind to ſay, in your Letter to me of 

the 19th of laſt Month, that you ſhould be 

* exceedingly pleaſed with my generous Undertake. 
ing to reduce the Science of Trade to a Certainty, 

* if you did not fear, that in the Courſe of ſuch a 
Work, I might diſcloſe Secrets in Trade, which 
< may tend more to the Benefit of other Countries 
© than my own.” As I am very deſirous of the 
1 good Opinion and future Correſpondence of a Gen- 
tleman of your Abilities and Ingenuity, I ought to 
aſſure you, that I ſhall guard myſelf with much Cau- 
tion in that Reſpect ; and you do me no more than 
Juſtice when you are perſuaded of it: For when J 
ſay, It the Science of Trade, and the Benefits of 
our Colonies were \rightly and thoroughly under- 
ſtood, that then Expeditions might be undertaken, 


Laws 8 
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Laws paſſed, Colonies planted, Trade extended, 
Navigation and Sea Affairs regulated, our People all 
provided for and employed, and our Miniſters of 
State and Board of Frade eaſed in many important 
Branches of their Duties; I, at the ſame time, 
know, there are ſome Secrets fit for the Board of 
Trade; others only for his Majeſty, or the Perſon 
or Perſons whom he may confide in, and that ſuch 
reſpectively ought not to be revealed elſewhere : ——- 
So Sir, you ſee we agree in the Main of your Let- 
ter. But then there are ſome Points contained in 
it, which I ought to offer to your Re-conſideration : 
They are theſe, | 

1. Trno? it is certain, (as you juſtly obſerve) 
that the open Manner in which we publiſh Ab- 
ſtracts of our Strength, and Accounts of our 
© Trade, &c. makes it very eaſy for foreign Mi- 
< niſters to diſturb our Affairs, and advance their 
© own; yet how can it be prevented? *Tis (as 
you alſo truly obſerve) from the Nature of our 
Conſtitution, and our invaluable Li . *Tisan 
Evil that muſt be given Way to for the Sake of a 
greater Good. For can a Reference be made to, or 
a Report from the Board of Trade, without its be- 
ing in ſome Meaſure known? Can the Reſolutions 
of the Board of Trade, or even of his Majeſty in 
Council, be of any Avail fometimes in Caſes of 
the moſt urgent Importance ? Is not the Conſent of 
the King, Lords, and Commons neceſſary ? And 
how is their Conſent to be obtained but from their 
Judgments, and are not their Judgments often 
influenced by the Addreſſes, or Writings, or 
Diſcourſes of the trading Part of the Nation? 
If you pleaſe therefore, we will here 
make a Diſtinction. Sir, he who informs his 
Country of uſeful Truths, which it ought, and is de- 
firous to know, is not to blame; but he that diſco- 
vers a Secret, a Scheme, or Project (call it as you 


C 4 will) 
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| will) at an improper Time or Place, under Pre- 
| tence of ſerving his Country, often gives a Handle 
to its Neighbours to take Advantages, and ſuch an 
| one is to be condemned of Malice, or of great In- 
| diſcretion. | 

| 2. Vo u ſay it is alſo manifeſt from Experience, 
that the Notions of our moſt dangerous Rivals in 

FTrade have been greatly improved by Schemes 

publiſhed, but not properly taken Notice of in 

* this Kingdom; and that it is very probable, that 

* the Manner in which ſome of our Writers have 

treated other Nations for their Indolence, which 

* was our Benefit, has helped to rouze them to in- 

if © duftrious Actions. To be ſure we have. had 
l ſuch Writers; for, perhaps, no Nation is. fuller) of 
| Projectors ms; ſuch Sort of People than we are; for 
want of better Regulations. But if I ſpeak what I 
think to be the Truth, the Spaniards, Ka Dutch, and 
a the French, have every one of them wrote more ſo- 
lidly and knowingly on Trade, as a Science, than 

ourſelves. The two firſt before us, and the other 

| ſoon after, when free from its inteſtine Wars. It 

may be (as you are of Opinion) © the Chamber or 

Commerce at Paris was eſtabliſhed on a Hint 

| taken from; our Commiſſion of Trade and Plan- 
Y; < tations,” But you know Spain began to eſtabliſh 
its Caſa de Contratacion or India-Houſe, for regula- 

ting the Trade of the Y/et-Tndies, fo early as the 

[Year 1503, when England ſcarce thought on the 

Subject. Don't let us over-value ourſelves ; there 
are other Nations that have thought and wrote of 

Trade, Colonies, and Navigation, as well as we: 

| 'And when you remember the Advice which the 
[ Prime Miniſter of France gave to his Maſter about 
an hundred Years paſt, and compare it with the Pre- 
| | amble of an Edict publiſhed by the late French King 
in 1673, together with another publiſhed by the 
e in 1727, you will think we ought to look 
| about 
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about us; and, I flatter myſelf, will more and more 
approve of the Uſefulneſs and Expediency of my 
Deſign; which, I aſſure you, I ſhall endeavour 
to conduct with the utmoſt Diſcretion and Zeal, 
for the Good of Great Britain and all her Domini— 
ons, and with a moſt dutiful Regard to his Majeſty 
and the preſent Adminiſtration. Here fol- 
low the ſaid Advice, and Tranſlations of the two 
Preambles. 


Cardinal Richlies!; Advice to LEWIS XIII. iz re- 
17 lation to Naval Power and Trade. 


A GREA T State muſt never receive an In- 
jury, without being able to revenge it; and there- 
fore England being ſituated as it is, unleſs France is 
powerful in Ships, the Engh/h may attempt what- 
ever they pleaſe to our Prejudice, without the leaſt 
Fear of a Return. They might hinder our Fiſh- 
ing, diſturb our Trade, and, in blocking up the 
* Mouths of our Rivers, exact what Toll they 
* pleaſe from our Merchants. They might land 
< without Danger in our Iſlands, and even on our 
* Coaſts. Finally, the Situation of the native 
Country of that haughty Nation, not permitting 
them to fear the greateſt Land Forces, the ancient 
* Envy they have againſt this Kingdom, would ap- 
* .parently encourage them to dare every thing, 
* ſhould our Weakneſs not allow us to attempt ſome- 
thing to their Prejudice. Nature ſeems to 
have offered the Empire of the Sea to France, b 
the advantageous Situation of her two Coaſts, 
* equally provided with excellent Havens, on the 
Ocean, and on the Mediterranean. Britanny 
alone contains the fineſt in the Ocean; and Pro- 
£ vence, which has but 160 Miles Extent, has man 
larger and ſafer than Spain and Taly together, Sc. 
It is a common, but a very true Saying, that as 
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States are often enlarged by War, So they are 
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commonly enriched in Time of Peace by Trade. 
The Wealth of the Hollanders, which, properly 
ſpeaking, are only a Handful of Men, reduced 
into a Corner of the Earth, in which there is no- 
thing but Waters and Meadows, is an Example 
and Proof of the Uſefulneſs of Trade, which ad- 
mits of no Conteſtation. Tho'ꝰ that Country pro- 
duces nothing but Butter and Cheeſe, yet they 
furniſh all the Nations of Europe with the greateſt 
Part of what is neceſſary to them. Navigation 
has made them ſo famous, and ſo powerful 
throughout the whole World, that after having 
made themſelves Maſters of the Trade of the Eaſt 
Indies, to the Prejudice of the Portugueſe, who 
had been long ſettled there, they have cut out a 
great deal of Work for the Spaniards in the Weſt 
Indies. In England, the greateſt Part of thoſe, 
whoſe Circumſtances are the leaſt eafy, maintain 
themſelves by common Fiſheries ; and the moſt 
conſiderable drive a greater Trade in all the Parts 
of the World, by the Manufactures of their 
Cloth, and by the Sale of Lead, Tin, and Sea 
Coal, which are Productions of their Country. 
The Kingdom of China, the Entrance into 
which 1s allowed to nobody, 1s the only Country 
in which that Nation has no Place ſettled for their 
Trade, 

< Trade will be the eafier for us, in that we 
have a great Number of Seamen, who hitherto 
have been obliged to ſeek out Employment among 
our Enemies, having none at home, and we have 
made no other Uſe of them hitherto but to get Salt Fiſh 
and Herrings, But having wherewith to employ 
our Mariners, inſtead of being conſtrained to 
ſtrengthen our Enemies, by weakening ourſelves, 
we ſhall be able to carry into Spain, and other 
Countries, that which they have hitherto brought 
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to us by the Aſſiſtance of our Men <wwbo ſerve them, 
c. Thus far the Cardinal: And the follow- 

ing Preambles will a good deal demonſtrate the 
Force of this mighty Genius, ſince France has bene- 
fited by his Foreſight and Counſels all that he him- 
ſelf did ſo prophetically wiſh, where he ſays to his 
Prince, « If t my Spirit, which will appear 1n theſe 
Memoirs, can, after my Death, contribute any 
a thing towards the Regulation of this great State, 
in the Management of which your Majeſty has 
been pleaſed to give me a greater Share than I de- 
* ſerve, I will think myſelf infinitely happy.” 


- 


7 ranſlation of the Preamble of an Edict of LEWIS 
XIV. given at St. Germains en Laye in the Month 
of March 1673, concerning Commerce. 


LEWIS, by the Grace of God, King of 
France and Nee, to all preſent and to come, 
Health. As Trade is the Spring and Fountain of 

* the publick Abundance, and of the Plenty of 
particular Perſons, it has been our Care for many 
Years, to render it flouriſhing in our Kingdom: 
having, for that Effect, eſtabliſhed ſeveral Com- 
panies amongſt our Subjects, by whoſe Means they 
are provided with the Commodities of the remoteſt 
Countries, which formerly they only received 
by the Intromiſſion of Foreign Nations ; and hav- 
ing alſo cauſed a great Number of Ships to be 
built and armed for the Advancement of Com- 
merce and Navigation, and imploy'd the Force 
of our Arms both by Land and Sea, to maintain 
its Freedom : Theſe Things having in every Re- 
ſpect the Succeſs We expected, We have thought 
 ourlelf oblig'd to provide Þ or their Continuance, by 
neceſſary Regulations, &c. For theſe Cauſes, 
Se. We have faid, declared, and ordained, Sc. 
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Tranſlation of the Preamble of an Edit? of the preſent 
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King of France, dated at Fontainbleau in the Month 
of October, 1727. 


LEWIS, by the Grace of God, King of 
France and Navarre, to all preſent and to come, 
Greeting. The Care which the late King our 
moſt honoured Lord and Great Grandfather took 
for the Increaſe of our Iſlands and Colonies, the 
Pains we ourſelf have taken after his Example, 
ſince our Acceſſion to the Crown, the Expences 
already incurred, and thoſe which we are at an- 
nually for thoſe Iſlands and Colonies, with a View 
to maintain and ſecure the ſaid Iflands and Colo- 
nies, and to increaſe the Navigation and Com- 
merce of our Subjects, have had all the Succeſs 
we could expect from them; inſomuch that our 
Iſlands and Colonies, which are conſiderably in- 
creaſed, are capable of ſupporting a conſiderable 
Navigation and Commerce, by the Conſumption 
and Sale of the Negroes, Goods and Merchan- 
dize, which are brought to them by the Ships of 
our Subjects, and by the Cargoes of Sugars, Co- 
coas, Cottons, Indicoes, and other Products of 
the ſaid Iſlands and Colonies, which they there take 
in Exchange, in order to import the ſame into the 
Harbours of our Kingdom, Sc. For theſe 
Cauſes, Sc. 

Six, I will leave the above Extras to have 


their full Weight with you, not doubting but you 
will make ſome very pertinent Reflections from 


them; and ſhall go on to obſerve, that, 


zaly. You ſay (towards the firſt Part of your 


Letter) that, The Advantages of Situation, the 
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Nature of our Inhabitants, and incidental Cauſes, 


may perhaps continue their Operations in our Fa- 


vour.— But excuſe a Story told in a very plain 
manner, 
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manner. Will. and Fohn, Brothers, had each an 
Eſtate left them. Will. the Elder, was about 25, 
Jobn the Younger, about 23 Years of Age, when 
they came to their Eſtates. Will's Eſtate was valucd 
at 300 l. per Annum, Jobn's at 2001. which lay 
contiguous, and each liv'd upon and managed his 
own. They had been my School-Fellows, and on 
my firſt going Abroad, I took a Journey to ſee and 
to take my Leave of them. I found both very well 
ſettled : Will. living with Generoſity, and reſpected ; 
John with Foreſight and Induſtry, taking care of 
the main Chance, as he uſed to ſay, — Many Years 
afterwards, when I return'd to England, I made anc- 
ther Viſit to my two old Friends. 7obr's Houſe was 
firſt in my Road, and I called there; where I ſaw all 
the Old Buildings in excellent Order, with ſome uſe- 
ful Additions, and all his Lands hedged, ditched, 
cultivated, and improved to the higheſt. He be- 
ing gone to Market, I made no long Stay at his 
Houſe, but put on to Will's, who was more heart 

to his Friends. Will. was at Home; had juſt brought 
with him a fine Hare caught by his own Grey- 
hounds; and as ſoon as he knew me, was over-joy*d, 
and gave us (tor I had a Fellow-Traveller with me) 
a true Engliſh Welcome; and here we paſſed a Week 
as agreeably as we could deſire. There was but 
one Thing that gave any Uneaſineſs, and that was a 
great one : The two Brothers were at Variance, and 
had a Law Suit depending concerning a Water- 
Courſe ; which we labour'd to make up, but found 
nothing could be done in it. For Fobx, as I faid 
above, neglected nothing to improve his Lands ; 
and had many Years before diverted this Water— 
Courſe to his own Uſe, which Will, at leaſt, had 
an equal Right to ; tho? he had taken no Notice of 
it for many Years: till at length ſeeing his Brother 
John make Purchaſes, and have Money to ſpare ly- 
ing by Him, Will. began to think of improving his 
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own Lands by the fame Methods, and to beſtow 
more Labour and Art upon them than hitherto he 
had done. For that Purpoſe he now claim'd his 
Share of the Water: But John pleads Preſcription, 
and I know not what : And how the Law Suit may 
be determined, *tis hard to ſay. It is, I think, 
the moſt ungenerous thing in the World to reproach 
a Friend in Diſtreſs ; but my Concern for Will. being 
warm and fincere, before I was aware, I ask'd him 
in Heat ; How could you fuffer your younger 
Brother to impoſe upon you thus? Why did you 
not beſtow more Labour and Art on your Lands ? 
Sc. He replied Lord! who would have 
thought a Brother could have uſed me fo! — I ma- 
naged my Eſtate, as my Father and Grandfather 
did before me, c. 

SIR, the Reſpect I have for ſo valuable a Corre- 
ſpondent, as you appear to be, has drawn this Let- 
ter out to ſuch a Length, which is wholly ſubmit- 
ted to you for its Correction, and Improvement; for 
which I will venture to foretel, as you will deſerve, 
ſo you will receive the Thanks of your Country. 
For the time is now come, when it cannot be longer 
{aid, Indeed hitherto it muſt be confeſſed moſt of 
our Improvements, both at Home and Abroad, 
have been projected and ſet on Foot by private 
Perſons, with very little Encouragement from the 
Publick, except in Queen Elizabeth's Time; 
whereas our Neighbours have had the Happineſs of 
great Men and Miniſters of State to aſſiſt them, 
not only in improving their infant Undertak ings, 
but in ſupplying them with Money to carry them 
on, which has enabled them to out- do us in many 
Things, to the great Prejudice of our Commerce, 
and the Advancement of their own.” * Let us 
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* N. Gee, in his Book on Trade, preſented ta his Majeſty, 
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therefore, Sir, heartily congratulate our Countrymen 
on ſo great a Bleſſing, and endeavour to point out to 
them the innumerable Benefits, we are like to re- 
ceive, in Matters of Trade and Plantations, from 
the Care and Wiſdom of the preſent Government 
and Adminiſtration. Let us convince the Trading 
Part of our Fellow-Subjefts, that their Intereſt is 
united with and depends upon the Welfare and Proſ- 
perity of the Nation in general : And let us lay be- 
fore our young Nobility and Gentlemen, that have 
not ſtudied Trade, ſuch Principles and Counſels, by 
practiſing of which, they will honour their King, 
ſerve their Country, advance Themſelves, and fran 
mit their Names to Poſterity with Renown. 


Jam S TI X, 
Your moſt humble, 


And obliged Servant, 
The National Merchant. 


P. S. After a few more introductory Papers, in 
Compliance with the Advice at the latter End of your 
Letter, I purpoſe to begin (if Health and Time per- 
mit) to offer to the Publick, A Scheme for Regu- 
lating the Britzþ Colonies in America, whereby to 
make them more ſerviceable to each other, and in- 
finitely beneficial to Great Britain ; which I before 
thought to have poſtponed till I came to diſcourſe on 
my VIIIch Maxim in the Order it ſtands ; which 
ſays, ſeveral Things might be done for the Glory 
and Intereſt of Great Britain, the Advancement and 
Regulation of our Trade, and the Improvement of 
our Colonies, if the Mercatorial were always made 
conſiſtent with and united to the National Intereſt. 
And I have faid in my Vth Maxim, That 
* Trade ought not to govern Politicks, but to be govern- 


ed by them, 
LETTER 
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77 
LEITER VIII. 


The Reaſon why ſtriters have given us 
many fallible Maxims in Trade. The 
Diverſit ty between Monſ. De Witt's and 
Father Paul's Opinions reconciled. 


S I R, 
N my Letters Nꝰ II and III, there are laid 


down Eleven Maxims or Obſervations relating to 
Trade, which in time, as I have ſaid before, I hope 
to illuſtrate by Diſcourſes and Examples, wherein the 


moſt principal Branches of Trade and Commerce are 


deſigned to be eximined and explain'd; and in my 
Letter N VI, I have tranſcribed ſome others, 
drawn up by another Hand, which may be of uſe, 
as may many more that are to be met with in Au- 
thors and Converſation ; unleſs in Caſes where any 
of them happen to be ihconfiſtent with the afore- 
mentioned Maxims or Obſervations, for then they 
may chance to miſlead us. 

T H x Reaſon, in my Opinion, why many Mi- 
ters on Trade have frequently given us fallible Max- 
ims, is, (when not Errors of the Will) they have 
very often, not ſeen the true End, or not taken in the 
whole Extent of the Subject. Scarce any Architef has 
yet appeared 1n this — Indeed there have been 
ſome good Workmen, and ſome very good Deſign- 
ers; but where is the regular, uſeful, and magni- 
ficent Structure, which they have built > Almoſt 
every one has laid down Propoſitions ſuited to the 
End he had in View; and Men differ not more in 
any thing than they do in this of Trade, I re- 


member 
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member to have ſeen it aſſerted ſomewhere, that, 
« Ascften as Reaſon is againſt a Man, ſo often will a 
Man be againſt Reaſon, which is many times 
but too true; and it is ſaid by another, That in 
* Conſiderations of Trade and Coin, Arguments from 
* Intereſt ought to be taken for as goed Proof as Demon- 
« ſtration  —— But then what is the paramount and 
true Intereſt of Great Britain, and how is 1t to be 
diſcovered in all ſuch Matters? -: Hic Labor, 
hoc Opus 4ſt. | | 
No onc can forget the Fate of the French Bill of 
Commerce in the latter End of Queen Anne's Reign, 
which was rejected, notwithſtanding the utmoſt Efforts 
of the then reigning Miniſtry ; for it was thought by 
moſt People, (and of Judgment too) that ſhould that 
Bill have paſſed, it muſt have been attended with the 
worſt of Conſequences :' And yet I obſerve, a very 
ingenious, Gentleman (not attach'd to that Party) 
about eleven or twelve Years afterwards, in his Eſſay 
on the State of the Nation in reſpect to its Commerce, 
Debts, aud Money, dedicated to his late Majeſty 
King George the Firſt, found Reaſons to be of an- 
other Opinion: For, ſays he, perhaps I may be 
* thought very ſingular, when I affirm, that I be- 
lieve, had the Treaty of Commerce, which was 
ratified at Utrecht the 3 1ſt of March 1713, been 
the Rule of our Trade with France, our Affairs, 
in reſpect to that Nation, had been in a better 
Condition now, than they are, or are likely to be; 
for by the 2oth Article of that Treaty, we had Li- 
berty to import into France every thing but warlike 
Inſtruments, ſubject only to the Duties they were 
wont to pay by the Tariff of 1664, except the 
following Goods, viz. the Product of Whales, 
Woollen Manufactures, Salt-Fiſh, and Sugars, 
which were provided for in a ſeparate Inſtrument, 
viz, The Product of Whales were to pay the 
Duties appointed by the Tariff of 1699. —— The 
D Woollen 
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Woollen Manufacture the ſame, Salt Fiſh, 
the Duties appointed before 1664, and beſides 40 
Livres per Laſt. All refined Sugars by the 
* Tariff of 1699, as you may fee more particularly 
© in the Treaty itſelf. -— Had we gone on this 
© Plan, we might have better 2 that luxu- 
© rious Traffick, and our Woollen Manufacture muſt 
© have found Vent in that Country. But high Du- 
© ties and Prohibitions on our Side, begat high Duties 
and Prohibitions on theirs ; and there is this Dif- 
* ference between us, that large Impoſts deter them 
from the Uſe of thoſe Commodities; but on the 
c 
£ 


. 


contrary, our Affectation makes us run the more 

greedily after them. Notwithſtanding the great 

Improvements we have made in a few Years in the 

Manufacture of Silks, yet we ſee nothing elſe in a 

Drawing Room but prohibited French Silks. Vaſt 

Quantities of French Wine and Brandies come in- 

to our Cuſtom-Houſes, for all the great Duties; 

and, perhaps, as much more is run in upon us: So 

that I don't find that our high Impoſts and Prohi- 

bitions ſave us any thing at Home, and the Da- 

mage they have done us Abroad, is but too well 
© known.*-—— Thus far the ingenious Author. 

Bu T1 am only bringing Inſtances to prove, how 
little hitherto we have been agreed in Matters of 
Trade, and not determining (at preſent) on any Side. 
Nor is italtogether Strange, that the Conveniencies 
and Inconveniencies of Trade are not, without ſome 
neceſſary Applications, to be diſcovered by us ; for 
two of the moſt noted Politicians of the two moſt 
famous Republicks in the World, have left behind 
them very different Sentiments on Trade with reſpect 
to the Publick Good of their Countries, 

M. DE WII was of Opinion, That it was 
the Duty of the Governors of Republicks to ſeek 
for great Cities, and to make them as populous 
and ftrong as poſſible; that fo all Rulers and Magi- 

| ſtrates, 
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ſtrates; and likewiſe all others that ſerve the Pub- 
lick either in Country or City, might thereby gain 
the more Power Honour, and Benefit, and their 
States thrive 175 flouriſh in Arts, Manufactures, 
Traffick, Populouſneſs and Strength.” 

BU rT F. ather Paul ſays, with reſpect to Vexice, 
If the Politicians tell us, that it is not for the Good 
of a City, to have too ſumptuous Buildings in the 
Country about it, becauſe if an Enemy happen to 
beſiege the City, the Citizens, for fear o having 
their Country Lats ruined, will be eaſily induced 
to deliver up the Town: What then ſhall we fay 
of thoſe Noblemen, that by Trading may have 
many hundred, nay thoufands of Crowns in foreign 
Countries, and very often in Countries that are at 
War with the Republick ? Beſides, whocver brings 
new Commodities into a City, brings along with 
them, at the ſame time, new Cuſtoms. Inthe be- 
ginning of the Republick, Trading was neceſſary 
to redeem it from Poverty; but now it is become 
ſuſpected, as a Fomenter of too great Riches. 
The Genoe/e, who retain this Cuſtom of Trading, 
are but little reſpected among other Princes: 
They are more regarded one by one, than all in a 
Body together.” 

HRE we ſee theſe two great Names widely 
yet the Truth may in fome meaſure be 


elucidated by a Paſſage from a late ingenious Au- 
thor, - —* Hitherto (ſays he) the Atheniar:s applied 
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* themſelves rather to be Rich, than Great, which 
was the Source of their Luxury, Licenticuſneſs, 
and popular Diſcords. Where-ever a People carry 
on Commerce only to increaſe their Wealth, the 
State is no longer a Republick, but a Society of 
Merchants, who have no other Bond of 3 but 
the Deſire of Gain. The generous Love of their 
Country is no longer thought of, when the Pub- 


lick Good interferes with their private Intereſts. 
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Commerce ſhould contribute not only to en- 
rich the Subject, but to augment the Strength of 
© the State: The publick Good ſhould agree with 
the Intereſt of each private Subject; and Trade 
* not in the leaſt diminiſh military Virtue.” 

I T is to be wiſhed therefore, that our young 
Britiſh Legiſlators would exert their utmoſt Endea- 
vours to comprehend the true Principles of Trade, 
which they will find, in the greateſt Degree, worthy 
of their Care and Eſteem : For on Trade do the 
Grandeur and Happineſs of their Country depend, 

and by Trade will the Grandeur and Happineſs of 
their Country be immoveably eſtabliſhed. 


Tam, S I R, Yours, 


The National Merchant. 
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15S M db FORTIS. We 


LITE N. 


Againſt needleſs Complaints; and an E xhor- 
tation to the Care of our Trade and Co- 


lonies. ---- Some Gentlemens Remarks to 
prove this Nation in a flouriſhing Condi- 
tion. Tet our Trade, at this Time, is 


at a critical Funtture.----- But His Ma- 
Jeſty and Miniſters not to be accuſed; for 
they cannot prevent other Nations apply- 
ing themſelves to Trade.---- The Benefits 
this Nation ſtands in Need of, and the 
Advantages that may be reaped from our 
American 'Co/onzes. 
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FTER a Man hath been ten or twenty Years 
abſent from his native Country, it is impoſſible 
for him not to make ſome Obſervations on his Re. 
turn, which perhaps would have eſcaped his Eye, or 
been too familiar to have made any Impreſſion on 
him, had he continued at Home. New and uncom- 
mon Objects force our Attention, and ſet our 
Thoughts at work ; and, I ſuppoſe, it 1s from hence, 
that we often meet with Foreigners, who diſcover to 
us Beauties and Defects in our own Climate and 
Countrymen, whereof we had never before taken 
the leaſt Notice. —— TI had the other Day in my 
Hand a Book, where I found among other the fol- 
lowing Remarks: The Exgliſb are a Nation, who 
talk high of their Liberty, and of the Government 
* being qualified to make the Monarch Great, and 
D 3 the 
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* the People Happy ; but are in Truth as eaſily en- 
© flaved and reduced to irretfievable Bondage, were 
they politickly managed, as any Nation in the 
World. A Valet to any Man of Quality in 
France, would not receive from any Citizen of Paris 
that ill Uſage, which the Men of the firſt Degree of 
* Dignity on both Sides in Exgland, received every 
Day while I was there, from the Mouths of the 
' Citizens, and of the common Pcople over that 
* whole Kingdom: A Cuſtom, which as it ſcems 
to me a Peculiar to England, and not practiſed to 
that Degree in any other Nation, cannot be ſpoken 
of, but as a KReproach to the whole Country. 
I hope the Remarks of this Foreigner are carried 
too far; but it certainly is a very melancholy 
Thing to ſee a People, (as the Author confeſſes we 
are) © poſſeſſed of all thoſe valuable Rights that a 
© Nation can enjoy, who have the beſt Conſtitution 
in the World,“ — ever difturbing and clogging 
the Adminiſtration, and more taken up with idle Diſ- 
putes on Religion and Government, than in pertorm- 
ing thoſe Duties, which would cfectually procure to 
all of us Peace, Plenty, and Happineſs. -— How it 
happens to be ſo, is no Part of my Deſign to explain, 
were I capable, or had Inclination: But this I know, 
that no good and reaſonable Man can receive much 
Benefit or Pleaſure from the Obſervation. —— Let 1:5 
preſerve our Conſtitution; but let us make uſe of it loo: 
And it other Nations are enlarging their Trage, and 
extending their Colonies, let us employ ourſelves that 
way; whereby we may do more Service to our 
Country, and Good to ourſelves, than by ſtirring up 
uſeleſs Complaints, which can only tend to create Di- 
viſions at Home, and make us conte mptible Abroad. 
Sou Gentlemen have endeavoured to prove to 
the World, that this ann is in a flouriſhing 
and thriving Condition, By our Strength and 
Power at Sea. 2. By = 3 . of the Intereſt 
of 


The National Merchant. 39 


of Money. 3. By the advanced Price and Improve- 
ment of our Lands. 4. By our Furniture, and man- 
ner of Living. 5. By our Stock of all Sorts. 6. 
By our Jewels and Plate. 7. By our Buildings, fine 
Gardens, Sc. 8. By our opening of Mines, and 
carrying on new Works. 9. By the Produce of the 
Sinking Fund, 10. By Exports of Goods of our 
own Growth, Produce, and Manufacture. 11. By 
the Exports of Foreign Goods, 12. By the Amount 
of the Tonnage of the Shipping employ'd in our 
Trade, Sc. Whilſt others ſay, we are daily de- 
clining in Wealth, Power, and Reputation; tho? 
at the ſame time they acknowledge (as the moſt En- 
vious muſt do) that many of the Particulars before- 
mentioned, are indiſputable Marks (theſe are their 
Words) © That we are yet a great and powerful People.” 
But, ſay they again, We cannot expect to ſecure 
this Happineſs to Poſterity, but by our hearty En- 
* deavours to retrieve the Loſs and Decay of our 
* Trade ani waa cathy Sc. —— And indeed the 
other Side has allowed, that There hardly ever 
* was a more critical Juncture in England, to look 
< into the ſeveral Branches of our Trade, than the 
< preſent.” Nor do ] beheve, but that moſt 
Men of Obſervation, are of Opinion, that the Trade 
of this Nation in general is at a very tickliſh CH,. 
For my own Part, I do think fo ; — but 
then, I mult as freely declare, that I could never ſee 
any Reaſon to accuſe his Majeſty, or his Miniſters 
for it, —-- If Spain, and the other Nations of Europe, 
will employ their own People in Manufactures and 
Trade; or break Treaties ; or diſpoſe of their pro- 
fitable Branches of Commerce to the preſent beſt 
Bidder, for the Sake of ſome temporary Views, I do 
not ſee what could have been done in theſe Caſes. 
Can we forbid other Nations to work for themſelves ? 
Or, muſt we purchaſe every Branch of our Trade, 
in all Conjunctures, at the Fxpence of War, which 
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in its Conſequences may be fatal to all Europe, as 
well as ourſelves Or, when we are told by other 
Nations, that if we do not come into their Meaſures, 
we ſhall loſe the Benefits of their Trade, — muſt not 
the Balance of Power, and the Liberties of Europe 
be had in Conſideration, and allow'd greater Weight? 
And tho? Tam to defer my Thoughts on our Trade 
with Foreign Nations, *till I have diſcourſcI%on our 
Colonies, I will at preſent remark, that th&*princi- 
pal Care of our Merchants ought to be, to procure 
their reſpective Cargoes cheap enough to underſell 
others in the Places they trade to; which is the ſure 
Means to preſerve and increaſe Trade; and would 
they turn their Cares more this Way, no doubt, 
there are Ways and Means to be thought on, that 
might contribute much towards it. 

Bo T before we proceed to our Conſiderations on 
the Britiſh American Colonies, and the Advantages 
they may yield to their Mother Country, it is requi- 
fite that we ſhould look a little into the real Circum- 
ſtances and State of the Nation, and ſee what Bene- 
fits we do ſtand in need of ; — and I ſhall only juſt 
mention ſuch as all muſt aſſent to: 


1. EMPLOYMENT for our Poor, our Debtors and 


Malefactors. 
2. PROvISTION for ſupernumerary Profeſſors of 
Divinity, Law, Phyſick, Gc. 
3. Trex Encouragement of our Manufactures. 
4. The Increaſe of our Trade and Navigation. 
5. T n x Diſcharge of our great National Debt. 


N o w, every honeft Heart and plain Underſtand- 
ing muſt needs fee and fee] theſe Truths; and I do 
venture to ſay, that I think it no mighty Difficulty 
to demonſtrate infallibly, that our American Colonies 
may be ſo wilely regulated and improved, as fully 
to anſwer all theſe Ends, in a natural, moral, and 
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eaſy Way; for the Good of every one, and the ſolid 
Intereſt and Glory of the Nation. For, let the Ene- 
mies to our Government ſay what they can ſay, we 
are at preſent in fo good a Condition, that we have 
LAN PDS; — we have RicHEs; — we 
have PEOPLE; and we have POWER 
euough to accompliſh all theſe THIN OGS. - And 
the great Eucouragement his Majeſty has already given 
to GEORGIA, Sc. ſhould make us reſt confident, 
that He has nothing more at Heart than the Improve- 
ment of the Britiſh Empire in America, and the Hap- 
Pineſs of his faithful People. 


IT am, SIR, Yours, &c. 


The National Merchant. 
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. 
On the Reaſonavleneſs and Pratticability of 


our American Colonies anſwering all our 
IWants.----- The great and good Uſes which 
the Old Romans made of their Colontes. 


S I R, 


Mentioned in my laſt, 
1. EMPLOYMENT for our Poor, our Debtors, 
and Malefactors. 
2. PRov1s10N for ſupernumerary Profeſſors of 
Divinity, Law, Phyſick, Sc. 
3. Tur Encouragement of our Manufactures. 
4. Tye Increaſe of our Trade, Navigation, 
and Power. | 
5. TE Diſcharge of our great National Debt: 
And that I was of Opinion, that it was no 
very difficult Matter to demonſtrate, that our Ame- 
rican Colonies might be ſo regulated and improved, 
as 
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as fully to anſwer the above Ends in a natural, 
moral, and eaſy Way, for the Good of every Indi- 
vidual, and the ſolid and laſting Intereſt and Glory 
of the Nation. —— But you muſt ſuppoſe, that 
theſe great Things are not to be done without ſome 
Strength and Care; —— and yet they are to be ac- 
compliſhed with much leſs Difficulty than perhaps 
moſt Men imagine. The Clock needs only be let 
to- rights, and put in Motion, and it will afterwards 
go of itſelf. —=— For, 

1. Wr have Numbers of People, that are bur- 
thenſome to the Publick ; and in America, there 
are Lands enough, and to ſpare, for them. | 
2. PeopLE on Lands, well imployed, is the 
firſt Principle, and the ſureſt and moſt durable 
Source of Plenty and Riches. 

3. Tur Huſbandman tills the Ground, the 
Ground produces Food, and Materials for Home 
Conſumption, Manufactures, and Exportation ; and 
by theſe, Artificers and Handicraftſmen are im- 


ploy'd, Trade promoted, and Wealth acquired. 


Lanps, in many Parts of America, are as im- 
proveable for the Benefit of the Occupier, or more 
ſo, than are Lands in many Parts of England. 

5. Every Subject imployed in our Plantations, 
in the Opinion of very good Judges, might be 
rendered much more uſcful, and bring in more 
Profit to their Mother-Country, than if imployed 


at Home. 


6. ALL the Superlucration and Wealth of our 
Plantations do, and ever will (it they are wiſely 
and juſtly governed) tend towards Great Britain; 
and will, in the courſe of Things, molt certainly 
fix here at laſt. 

7, ConsEQUENTLY, were the Lands of America 
rightly difpoſed of and improved, they would be- 
come more beneficial to us, than if the ſame Lands 
lay actually as adjacent to England as the Iſle of 
Wight , 
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Wight ; foraſmuch as they ſupport our Trade, 
breed up Seamen, c. 

Ap theſe Points being granted, as I believe 
they will be, perhaps you may ceaſe to wonder, 
if you have hitherto done it, at my preſent Under- 
taking, and carry your Surprize on the other Side. 
For cy either our People ſhould incline of 
themſelves, or be countenanced by others, to live 
in Idleneſs and Poverty, Begging, Robbing, and 
Debauchery, will, in all Probability, be more the 
Admiration of Ages to come, than the firſt Diſco- 
very of the Lind of America was of the laſt ; — 
and, perhaps, Poſterity will look on moſt of our 
Laws and Hiſtories concerning our Poor, &c. with 
the ſame ſort of Compaſſion, which we feel at pre- 
ſent, when we fead the old idle Statutes and Stories 
of the Witchcraft and Idolatry of our honeſt, but 
miſtaken Forefathers ! 

How EVER, in Matters of ſo much Concern and 
Importance, we ought to proceed with due ki 
and Solemnity ; and it may be of Uſe, and giv 
ſome Authority to what ſhall be offered Near 
if we firſt conſider the Benefits and Advantages that 
other Nations have made, or are making of their 
Colonies, and likewiſe obſerve the Methods they 
have taken to effectuate the ſame : — We will 
alſo remember ſome of their Miſcarriages and Dil- 
appointments; and by comparing them with our 
own, endeavour to advantage ourſelves, as well 
from their falſe, as their right Conduct. 

I 5HALL confine my Conſiderations to the Por- 
trigueſe, the Spaniſh, the Dutch, and the French 
Nations; but think it not amiſs to conclude this 
Letter with ſome Obſervations of a modern Writer 
on the Roman Government, which ſhew many good 
Uſes, that That great and wiſe People made of 
their Colonies. < Colonies (ſays he) were of 
excellent Uſe to the Commonwealth: 1. To in- 

large 
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large their Empire, Coloniis occupari latius imperti 
© fines. 2. To defend their Borders againſt a Re- 
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volt of their Allies, Subſidia adverſus Rebelles. 
3. To multiply their People, Augende ſtirpis 
cauſa. 4. To tranſplant their poor Citizens, Co- 
loniis ſentina Urbis exhauſta. 5. To prevent Sedi- 
tions, Plebem quietam deducta in Coloniis multitudo 
preftabat, 6. To reward their Veterans. — To 
which may be added, the preſerving the popular - 
Balance by ſuch large Diviſions of Land to the 
Commons, and the infuſing the Roman Manners 
and Diſcipline into the conquer*d Provinces : Im- 
buendis Sociis ad officia Legum, ſays Tacitus. 
The Inſtitution of planting Colonies, was of 
greater Benefit to the Publick, than tranſplanting 
the Inhabitants of the conquered Cities to Rome : 
A Method that ſerved only to increaſe the Num- 
bers of their Citizens, which the other did more 
effectually, by providing a larger Subſiſtance for 
them; not to repeat the other Advantages of 
Colonies, which were all wanting in this Inſti- 
tution. -— The prodigious Increaſe of their In- 
habitants enabled the Romans to plant ſuch a Bar- 
rier of Colonies on the Frontiers, as more effectu- 
ally maintained all their Conqueſts, than treble 
the Number of Gariſons could have done; which 
being compoſed of regular Forces, kept up in 
conſtant Diſcipline and Pay, would have con- 
ſumed their People, created a vaſt Charge, and 
certainly have deſtroyed their Liberties : Whereas 
their Colonies ſtill retained their Reverence to 
their Mother City, and were the only Support of 
the Roman State, when they were ſunk by ſo 
many Loſſcs in the ſecond Punick War. 


I am, SIR, Yours, Se. 
The National Merchant. 


LETTER 


The National Merchant. 45 


dee ee 
ern ; 


On the ancient Trade and Navigation of 
Europe. | | 


S I R, 


14 M now going to enter on ſome Conſiderations 
touching Colonies; but foreſee it may be of uſe 
previouſly to take Notice of the State and Condi- 
tion of the Trade of Europe for ſome Ages before, 
as well as at, the Time when America was diſcovered 
by the Spaniards, and a Paſſage found out by the 
Portugueſe to the Eaſt Indies by the Way of the Cape 
of Good Hope: Both which happened at the Cloſe of 
the 15th Century, and opened two new inexhauſti- 
ble Sources of Riches, whereby the Trade and Na- 
vigation of the Moderns have very much exceeded 
that of the Ancients. And this Period may be look- 
ed on as the Grand New Epooba, in Matters of Trade 
and Plantations. 

A French Gentleman, M. Huet, after having 
ſaid, That it is certain, Commerce is of ſo great Im- 
* portance, that, according to the preſent Conduct 
© of the ſeveral States of Europe, there are very few 
* Things in Government, which deſerve more our 
Attention,“ informs us, That about Six hundred 
* Years ago, Trade, which was almoſt ruined by the 
© continual Wars that troubled Europe, began to 
* revive and flouriſh under the Halians and Germans. 
© The former of theſe, after the Ruin of the Roman 
* Empire, went into the Levant for Spices, Drugs, 
© Silks, and all the other valuable Commodities 
* thoſe Eaſtern Climes produced, to diſpoſe of, and 


* fell them again in all Parts of Europe. Alexandria 
| | and 
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© and ſome other Ports of Sy/ia, were the Places 
* where this Trade was principally carried on, and 
* were ſupplied from time to time with all theſe Sorts 
* of Commodities, by the A/taticks, both by Land 
and Sea, and by the Per/tans and Arabians, by 
© means of the Red Sea ; and this was the conſtant 
Practice both of the Greeks and Romans, eſpecially 
© ſince the Reign of Ptolemy ſur named Philadelphus. 
TRR Lalians, having added to their Levant 
Trade the Manufactures of Silk, which the Peo- 
ple of Europe were very fond of, made ſuch conſi- 
* derable Progreſs hack, 45 to lay up immenſe Ri- 
ches, by means of which they formed thoſe power- 
ful Republicks, fome of which ſubſiſt to this very 
Day with great Splendor and Magnificence,, the 
happy Effects of their ancient, and long eſtabliſh'd 
Commerce. | 
TRR Italian Trade however, properly ſpeak- 
ing, was only what remained of that which the 
* Romans formerly drove with Aa; but that of 
© Germany owed its Riſe intirely to the Jlalian. 
< TowaRDs the End of the Twelfth Cen- 
tury, the Towns of Germany ſituated on the Bal- 
K 2 Sea, and thoſe great Rivers that run into it, 
vere famous for their trading all over the neighbour- 
© ing Provinces ; but as this Trade was often diſturb- 
ed by Pirates, and thoſe frequent Wars, which at 
that Time troubled the Varth, they united them- 
* ſelves together for their mutual Defence, to ſecure 
and protect their Commerce, from what might 
diſturb, or annoy it for the future. Theſe Towns 
thus united, and which increaſed to about 72, were 
called Hanſe Towns, from the German Word Am/ce, 
or Anſee, which ſignifies zpou the Sea; and their 
Inhabitants called Oſterlins, that is, Ealterlings, 
Names afterwards very well known in Europe; and 
* theſe Towns for a long while commanded all the 
Trade and Navigation of the North, which at that 
Tin 
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« Time were almoſt intirely unknown to the other 
People of Europe, except the talians. Theſe 
< Things made them ſo powerful, that for a long 
© Time they were the ſole Arbiters of Peace and 
War, all over the North. But this Trade, which 
Vas for two Centuries ſucceſſively the moſt flouriſh- 
ing that ever was, began to decay about the Year 
* 1500, on Account of their falling out with one 
another; of which mutual Diviſions the Exgliſb and 
© Dutch made ſuch conſiderable Advantage, (eſpe- 
* cially the latter) that it fell almoſt mtirely into their 
Hands, and has continued ſo ever fince, notwith- 
* ſtanding all the vigorous Efforts theſe Hanſe Towns 
have made from Fime to Time, to retrieve it. 
Bur the Portugueſe, towards the End of the 
© Fifteenth Century, having found out a new Paſſage 
© to the Eaſt Indies by the Cape of Good Hope, all the 
Trade which the Venetians drove for Spices and 
other Commodities of the Eaſt, ſoon fell into their 
Hands; ſo that Lisbon became the chief Magazine, 
© or Riorehouſe, for theſe Goods, whence the reſt of 
dall Europe might be conveniently furniſhed and ſup- 
lied. 
5 Soon after the Portugueſe made the Diſcovery 
© of the Eaſt Indies, Cadiz and Seville were full of all 
the rich and valuable Commodities the new World 
(or America) produced. Gold and Silver growing 
* more common in Europe, and Navigation every 
© Day coming to a greater Perfection, Trade grew 
* more lively and Ac and from that Time 
© all the Nations in Europe ſtrove to trade with the 
* Portugueſe and Spaniards, whom they look*d upon 
© as ſole Maſters of Gold and Silver. 
Tux Commodities of the North (adds this Gen- 
© tleman ) were found of extreme Neceſſity to the 
People of Europe, who lived towards the South; 
for beſides Wheat and other Grain, they had from 
* thence other Commodities, as Materials proper for 
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© building Ships, Navigation, and the like; and 
* the People of the North, on the other hand, ſtood 
as much in need of the Commodities of the South, 
© as Wine, Salt, Oil, Sc. But then the Voyage 
from the Baltick to the Mediterranean, being very 
© long, and full of Difficulties, the advantageous and 
happy Situation of the Ports of Handers between 
© the North and South, the Manufacturies of Linnen 
© and Woollen Cloth, which flouriſhed in thoſe Parts 
© ſince the Tenth Century, together with the free 
Fairs of theſe Towns, tempted the Merchants both 
© of the North and South, to ſet up their Store-houſes 
© or Magazines for Goods, at Bruges, and afterwards 
© at Antwerp, by means of which, the Exchange 
© of Goods with each other, was carried on with 
greater Eaſe. and Conveniency, and half the Ex- 
« pence and Trouble of the Voyage entirely ſaved.” 
So far from Monſieur Het ; and as I queſtion. not 
but the Thoughts of the famous Penſionary de Milt, 
who wrote on the ſame Subject before him, will be 
acceptable to moſt People, you have them here tranſ- 
cribed. The German Knights of the Croſs, 
© after the Year 1200, under Pretence of reducing 
* the Heathens to the Chriſtian Faith, made them- 
< ſelves Maſters not only of barren Pomerania, and 
© the River Oder, (which they ſuffered the converted 
Princes to enjoy) but of rich Pruſſia and Ly- 
fand, and the Rivers Weiſſel. Pregol, and Duina, 
and conſequently of all thoſe which fall into the 


Sea, out of fruitful Poland, Lithuania, or Ruſſia. 


By which Conveniency the Eaſtern Cities that lay 


© neareſt to the Sea, began to fetch away their bulky 


and unwrought Goods, and to carry them to the 
Netherlands, England, Spain, and France, and like- 
« wiſe from thence to and fro to export and import 
all the Goods that were ſuperfluous or wanting. 
And in the Year 1360, or thereabouts, ſuffering 
great Lofles at Sea by the Wars between On 
| Fan 
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and Sweden, and being plundered by the famous 
* Wisbuy, Sixty-ſix of their Cities covenanted toge- 
© ther to clear the Seas of ſuch Piracies, and to 
© ſecure their Goods. And thus, by that Eaftern 
* Trade, they became and continued the only Trat- 
* fickers and Carriers by Sea; beating, by that Means, 
* all other Nations out of the Ocean, till after the 
* Year 1400, that the Art of Salting and Curing of 
Herrinęs being found out in Flanders, the Fiſheries 
* in theſe Netherlands being added to our Manu- 
factures, proved to be of more Importance than 
the Trade and Navigation of the Eaſterlings, and 
* therefore increaſed more and more with the Trat- 
fick by Sea to Bruges, which laſted to the Year 
* 1482, when Flanders had Wars with the Archduke 
* Maximilian, about the Guardianſhip of his Son and 
* his Dominions, which laſted 10 Years. Mean 
* while Sluys, the Sea Port of Bruges, being for the 
* moſt Part infeſted by thoſe Wars, Antwerp and 
* Amſterdam, to draw the Trade to their Ports, aſ- 
* ſiſted the Duke in his unbridled Tyranny, and bar- 
* barous Deſtruction of the Country; and thereby 
* regained his Favour, and attained their own Ends. 
And ſeeing the Halians, by their Levant Trade, 
had gotten ſome Seed of Silk-Worms from China 
and Perſia, and raiſed ſuch Abundance of thoſe 
* Worms, and Mulberry Trees, that they wove 
many Silk Stuffs, and in Proceſs of Time had diſ- 
* perſed their Silks every where, and began to vend , 
many of them at Amwerp; and moreover, when 
* the Paſſages to the Weſt and Eaſt Indies by Sea 
* were diſcovered, and the Spaniards and Portugueſe 
* ſold their Goods and Spices at Antwerp; as allo 
that the Netherlandiſh Drapery was much of it re- 
moved into England; and the Eugliſb alſo ſettling 
* their Staple at Antwerp ; theſe Things produced 
* many new Effects, ? 


E. Bur 
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B UH Monſieur Huet carries on his Account far- 
ther, tho', in ſome Things, he differs from the Sieur 


de Witt; but then it muſt be remembered, that the 


firſt was born under the French Monarchy, and that 


the other was a moſt rigid Republican; and I think 
I cannot better conclude this Letter, than with an- 


other Extract from the ſaid Monſteur Huet, which 
will bring down the State of Commerce to the Times 


of our glorious Queen Elizabeth, and Henry the Great 


of France; both which Princes may be ſaid to have 
laid the Foundations of the preſent Trade and Pro- 
ſperity of their reſpective Kingdoms. The Perſe- 
© cutions on the Account of Religion, raiſed in Ger- 
* many, under the Reign of the Emperor Charles V. 
in France under Henry II. and in England under 
* Quen Mary; forced a World of People into the 
* Netherlands, as well as Trade; and particularly in- 
* creaſed that of Antwerp. The vaſt Concourſe of 


all the principal trading Nations, made this Town 


the moſt celebrated Store-houſe, or Magazine, in all 


Europe, if not of the whole World. But Trade 


* (which has not any Enemy fo mortal as Conſtraint) 
changed its Reſidence, as ſoon as the Spaniards be- 
gan to deprive the /eventeen Provinces of the Low 
Countries of their Privileges. The Inquiſition that 
vas defigned to be ſet up by the Duke of Alva, and 


© the Cruelties he exerciſed in governing thoſe rich 


< Provinces, forced ſuch infinite Numbers to leave 
them, that, in a few Months, above a hundred thou- 
© ſand Families retired into other Parts. After this, 
the Prince of Parma having, in the Year 1584, 
« beſieged Antwerp, gavea terrible Blow to its Trade; 


for the Scheld, during that long Siege, being con- 


© tinually blocked up, the Merchants, who uſed to 
© come and trade in that Town, went elſewhere. In 
* ſhort, the bad Politicks of the King of Spain com- 
* pleated the Ruin of the Trade of Antwerp, as well 


* as of the other Towns in the Low Countries that 


© were 
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* wete under his Juriſdiction.—— The Towns of 
* Flanders, which uſed to follow the Fiſhery and Sea 
© 'Trade, loſt both; and the whole Fiſhery removed 
to Holland, and the Manufactures of Flanders into 
© other Countries. One third Part of the Work- 
* men and Merchants, who wrought or dealt in Silks, 
* Damasks, Taffeties, and Stockings, Sc. went to 
© ſettle in Enpland ; becauſe none in that Country 
© knew at that Time to work in thoſe Manufactures. 
A great many went to Leyden ; and moſt of them 
that dealt in Linnen, went to ſettle in Haerlem; not 
* to mention thoſe who went to Amſterdam,? - But, 
I hope I ſhall not treſpaſs too far, if I add a Word 
or two from the Sieur Puffendorffe on this Occaſion : 
* Hitherto (ſays he) the Affairs of the united Nether- 
* lands (whom henceforward we will call Hollanders) 
had been in a very ill Condition; but from this 
Time forwards they began to mend apace, and be- 
came more ſettled. This was partly occaſioned by 
the Ruin of the two Provinces of Brabant and Fan- 
ders, which were reconciled to the King, upon 
Condition, that ſuch as would not profeſs them- 
© ſelves Roman Catholicks, ſhould leave the Country 
* within a prefixed Time. A great many of theſe 
* flocking into Holland, made its Cities very popu- 
* ous; eſpecially all the Traffick of Antwerp was 
* tranſplanted to Amfierdam, which rendered that 
City very rich and potent at Sea.” So very 
rich and powerful, that, as the ſame Hiſtorian obſerves, 
As long as the Hollanders were engaged in the War 
* againſt Spain, they were favoured by every Body, 
* except the Spaniſh Party ; but immediately after 
the Peace was concluded, both France and England, 
by whom they had hitherto been upheld, gave mani- 
_ * feſt Proofs of their Jealouſy of them.” | 
HAVING given this ſhort Account, from Gen- 
tlemen of allowed Knowledge and Experience, of 
the Progreſs and Variations of the Court: of Trade, 
E 2 | from 


52 The National Merchant. 


from its Riſe among the Halians and Germans, about 
ſix or ſeven hundred Years ago, to the Foundation 
of the Republick of Holland, that Prodigy in Navi- 
gation and Commerce, which occaſioned ſo many 
and great Alterations in the World ; we ſhall pro- 
ceed, the better qualified and prepared, to conſider 
the Riſe and Eſtabliſhment of the Colonies of our 
European Nations, and the good and bad Succeſſes 
that have attended them. 


Tam, SIX, 
yours, &c. 
The National Merchant. 
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On the Colonies and Settlements of the 
Portuguelc. 


1. 


IJ E have ſeen in our laſt, by a tranſient View, 
| that the Mediterranean Cities, and thoſe of 
the North, did carry on the moſt conſiderable Com- 
merce of the World for ſeveral Centuries z and how, 
and from what Cauſes, it came to center in the Low 
Countries, and afterwards to diſperſe itſelf into diffe- 
rent Channels, on the Diſcovery of the Eaſt and Weſt 
Indies, till the Revolt of the United Provinces from 
the Crown of Spain. | | 
AN o now England, Holland, France, Spain, and 
Portugal, were become, almoſt at once, Competitors, 
for the Prize of Trade; for it was plain and obvious, 
that Trade was productive of Riches, "”_ and 
OWer : 
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Power : And each State grew intent to procure and 
confirm theſe valuable Advantages and Prerogatives 
to itſelf, Some took one Way, ſome another; every 
one that which was ſuitable to the Situation of its Af 
fairs, or agreeable to the Viſdom of its Governors, or 
the Genius of its People. 

KINO John the Second of Portugal, was the firſt 
thrt reſolved on a Voyage from Europe to the Eaſt 
Indies, he having not only ordered an exact Survey 
to be made of the African Coaſts, as far as the Cape 
of Good Hope, but alſo ſent ſome Perſons by Land 
into the Eaſt Indies, to inform themſelves concerning 
the Condition of thoſe Countries : But he dying in 
the Year 1495, before the intended Voyage could be 
undertaken, the Deſign was purſued and accom- 
pliſhed by Ya/quez de Gama, in the Beginning of the 
Reign of Emanuel his Succeſſor, 

* ſoon as the Portugueſe began to draw into their 

Country the Spice Trade, &c. they were oppoſed by 
the Sultan of Egypt, ſtirred up and aſſiſted by the Ve- 
netians ; | becauſe formerly theſe Commodities uſed to 
be convey'd through Egypt to Venice, and from thence 
to other Parts of Europe, from which both theſe 
Countries drew vaſt Profit.] Nor did the Arabian 
Merchants and Traders omit any Thing that might 
obſtruct them. 

Ver notwithſtanding the Difficulties, and the 

Confederacies of the moſt powerful Kings in the 
Indies againſt them, the Portugueſe, by their Va- 
lour and good Conduct, made themſelves Maſters 
of the Trade of thoſe Parts, conguering an incredible 
Number of the moſt important Places, and fortifying 
thoſe Conqueſts, from Cape Corientes, on the Eaſtern 
Coaſt of Africa, to China: And, by their Ships ot 
War (continually cruiſing in thoſe Seas) they put an 
End to the Commerce of Grand Cairo and Alexan- 
dria, and transferred it intirely to Lisbon. They, 
in, a ſhort Time, engroſſed to themſelves the whole 


23 Trade 
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Trade and Commerce of Africa, and the remoteſt 
Parts of Alia; having poſſeſſed themſelves of all the 
moſt commodious Ports and Places, not only on the 
Weſtern Side of Africa, in Mauritania, Guiney, 
Congo, Angola, the Ifle of St. Thomas, and ſome o- 
thers ; but alſo on the Eaſt Side, Sofala, Mozam- 
bique, Quilca, Mombazo, Melinde; and from the 
Mouth of the Red Sea as far as Japan; from whence 
incredible Riches were brought into Portugal. Be- 
ſides all this, in the Reign of Emanuel, who died in 
the Year 1521, the Country of Braſil in America 
was diſcovered by Peter Arareꝝ Capral, where the 
Portugueſe planted ſeveral Colonies, And under this 
King, Portugal increaſed to that Degree, that his 
Reign was called The Golden Ape. 

His Son, Jobx III. ſucceeded him; under whoſe 
Reign Portugal continued in the ſame flouriſhin 
Condition, extending her Trade and Colonies; and 
this King ſent Francis Xavier, and ſome other Jeſuits, 
into the Indies, to propagate the Chriſtian Religion; 
of whoſe great and various Succeſſes ſo much ſince has 
been written. But through the Inexperience and 
Overforwardneſs of her next King Sebaſtian, Por- 
tugal fell from the Height of its Greatneſs ; and 
nothing material happened in the Reign of his Suc- 
ceſſor Henry, to our Purpoſe. 

Ix the Year 1580, Philip II. of Spain, on the 
Death of the ſaid Henry, obtained the Poſſeſſion of 
the whole Kingdom of Portugal, and prohibited the 
Netherlapnders their Trade and Commerce with Spain 
and Portugal; which proved very prejudicial to it: 
For hitherto they had traded no further, being uſed 
to fetch away their Commodities from thence, and 
to convey them into the more Northern Parts of 
Eurote; and the Hollanders being now excluded 
trom Trading with Spain and Portugal, found out 
the Way themſelves to the Eaſt Indies; where, after 
many Difficulties, having got Footing, they greatly 

| I. impaired 
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impaired the Portugueſe Trade, and furniſhed them- 
ſelves, directly from thence, with thoſe very Com- 
modities they uſed before to have from Portugal. 
They took many of the Portugueſe Forts, one after 
another; and the Spaniards finding, by Experience, 
that it was impoſſible to recover thoſe Places, and 
drive the Dutch out of the Indies by Force, offered 
to make Peace with them, and acknowledge them a 
Free People, if they would quit that Trade. But the 
Dutch choſe rather to continue a long War, which at 
firſt they entered into only to obtain their Liberties, 
than to abandon the Eaſt India Trade; and they 
did not ſign the Truce in 1609, but on Condition 
that they ſhould trade freely to the Eaſt Indies, in all 
the Places they uſed to do during the War. 
Nor was this all; for the Hollanders took from the 
Portugueſe a great Part of Braſil, and ſeveral Places 

on the African Continent. 

In the Year 1640 the Portugueſe threw off the 
Spaniſh Yoke, and made the Duke of  Broganza 
their King ; and as the Portugueſe were not at War 
with the Dutch, but as Subjects to the King of Spain, 
in the Year 1641, ſoon after they ceaſed to be ſo, 
they concluded a Truce for ten Years with the Dutch, 
for all Places belonging to each Nation, both on 
this and the other Side the Line; and there was to 
be a free Navigation for both Parties every where, 
and each was to remain in Poſſeſſion of thoſe Places 
they held in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies at the Time of 
publiſhing the Truce. 

Bur this Truce was ill obſerved on either Side: 
For the Places in the Poſſeſſion of the Hollanders in 
Braſil, revolted to the Portugueſe ; and the Dutch 
took from the Portugueſe a great many Places i in the 
Eaſt Indies. 

Ix the Year 1661 the Portugueſe and Dutch ſign- 
ed a Peace at the Hague, by the Mediation of King 
Charles the Second. By this Treaty the Dutch quitted 
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Braſil intirely to the Portugueſe; and the Dutch 
have eſtabliſhed themſelves in the Eaſt Indies, chieſly 


by obtaining from the Portugueſe almoſt all their 


Commerce, and their beſt Places in thoſe Parts. 
IT is well known that the preſent Riches and 
Proſperity of Portugal, proceeds almoſt intirely 
from its Colonies, and the Trade occaſioned by them. 
But the Portugueſe took different Methods to eſtabliſh 
themſelves in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies. In the Eaſt 
they were altogether intent on Conqueſts and Fortifi- 
cations, for the Benefit and Increaſe of their Trade. 
In the Weſt, at Braſil, they fettled Colonies, and ap- 
plied themſelves to planting of Sugar, Tobacco, and 
other ſtaple or uſeful Commodities; for this Reaſon 
Braſil grew numerous in their own. People, and the 
Intereſt of Portugal is there fixed on a laſting and ſolid 
Foundation: For tho? it was conquered by the Dutch, 
and ſubjected to their Government many Years, yet it 
returned to its natural Allegiance; whereas their 
Settlements and Fortifications in the Eaſt being once 
over-powered, have ever fince been detained from 
them, notwithſtanding any Attempts for their Reco- 
very: And this ſhews how much Colonies are to be 
preferred to Forts and Factories, which are only /c- 
condary and artificial Advantages to a Nation, as 
they protect or facilitate Trade, and which can be of 


no real Service, but a Burden, when the Produce 


or Manufactures of the Country where they are, 
happen to fail, or the Trade become unprofitable ; | 
Beſides, they require conſtant Supplies of Men and 

Money to ſupport them; but Colonies increaſe in 
People, and they provide for themſelves; and their 
own certain Produce and Plenty add clear Profit to 
their Mother-Country. We likewiſe ſee that Por- 
gal has loſt or quitted moſt of her ancient Settle- 
ments on the Weſtern Coaſt of Africa; yet ſtill ſhe 
preſerves her I auds in that Sea, ſome of which are 
exceedingly beneficial to her, eſpecially Madeira; 

| | 5 Tk and 
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and others are capable of large Improvements, to m 
certain Knowledge. And this has chiefly happen'd, 
becauſe, on the Continent, they ſettled for the Lucre 
of Trade; but, in the Iſlands, for the Sake of Apri- 
culture : Which laſt is the beſt and moſt uſeful De- 
ſign; and the Compariſons here made, confirm the 
Truth of the Obſervation.” _ 

T x x ſurpriſing Progreſs that the Portugueſe made 
in their Trade and Settlements in the Indies, is not 
more worthy our Notice, than the ſudden Stop 
which it received : For, if we examine into the 
Cauſes of the firſt, we ſhall find, indeed, that thoſe 
Things were performed by a warlike and enterpri- 
ſing People ; but, if we inquire into the Reaſons of 
the latter, we ſhall meet with a Variety of more pro- 
fitable InſtruEtion. - 1 

TAE Portugueſe are near Neighbours to Africa, 
and, by their Conqueſts, were grown very power- 
ful on that Continent; and they had navigated to 
Madeira, the Canaries, the Cape Verde Iſlands, and as 
far as Cape Palmas, and were acquainted with a 
great Part of Africa, both by Land and Sea, before 
the Voyage to the Indies, by the Way of the Tempe- 
ſtuous Cape (or Cape of Good-Hope) was performed; 
and at that Time moſt of the Princes of Europe were 
taken up with other Matters, and the Enemies they 
had to deal with in the Indies, for the moſt part, 
were a defenceleſs People, unaccuſtomed to the 
Largeneſs of their Ships, and the Noiſe of their Can- 
non, and not many, perhaps, apprehenſive of future 
Moleſtation or Inconvenience from them; ſo that they 
did not meet with ſuch Oppoſition as otherwiſe might 
have been expected, and would have happened to 
them, Their Difficulty rather lay, how to ſecure to 
themſelves the whole Trade of thoſe Parts, than 
how to poſſeſs themſelves of it. And the Methods 
they took to effect it, were, 1. By mutual Com- 
merce, 2. By keeping Maſters of thoſe Seas, and 


prohibiting 
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prohibiting Entrance to all other Nations. 3. By 
erecting Fortifications, or ſettling Factories in every 
advantageous Situation, either by Permiſſion or 
Force. 4. By Conqueſt, under Pretence of Injuries 
received, or of aiding others in their Wars. 5. By 
the Miſſion of the Jeſuits, and Converſion of the 
Natives to the Chriſtian Religion. Which ſeem 
to me to have been the ſeveral Ways by which the 
Portugueſe fecured to themſelves the Trade and Na- 
vigation of the Indies for near a hundred Years, viz. 
from the Cloſe of the 15th, till towards the End of 
the 16th Century, when their Sun began to ſet, and 
their Proſperity and Greatneſs declined. | 
* E 9 of their Decay were many; princi- 
ally, 
- 1. THE Growth of Pride, Idleneſs, and Cor- 
ruption among them. 
2, THE Reunion of Portugal to Spain under 
Phitip II. apt 
TEE neglecting to eſtabliſh Colonies of their 
own People, and relymg too much on the Labour, 
and undervaluing the Friend/hip and good Correſpon- 
dencz of the Natives of thoſe Countries where they 
fettled or traded.” 
4. TH x Corruption and Abuſes of their Clergy. 
5, THE Tyranny, Avarice, and Vices of their 
Don Quixotian_ Governors, and other chief Officers 
e 
As to the Ng, it is manifeſt, that Peace, Plenty, 
and the luxurious Commerce of the Eaſt, had deſtroy- 
ed the Induſtiy, and extinguiſhed the manly Spirit of 
that Nation, as it came to be re- united to the Crown 
of Caſtile in the Year 1580; and, inſtead thereof, 
falſe Bravery, Pride, Profuſeneſs, and their At- 
tendants, Rapaciouſneſs, Diſhoneſty, Bribery, Job- 
bing, Covetouſneſs, and Corruption, 
prefſion, and Cowardice, had crept in, and infected 
itvery Vitals : So that, ſays a Writer who lived 
| Ne- 


— — 
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near that Time, © God ſent them, for their Puniſh- 
ment and Scourge, four Kings and five Governors 
that might be accounted Kings, that /pent and ſpoiled 
the Wealth of their Country. Don Sebaſtian 

his Raſhneſs; Henry by his Want of Reſolution ; 
Antony by Tyranny ; Philip by Arms; and the 
Governors ſor their private Advantage.” And, per- 
haps. it was on ſuch Sort of Obſervations as theſe 
that the Emperor Charles V. uſed to ſay, It had been 
well the Indies had never been diſcovered, or, at 
« leaſt, not ſo much frequented.” And he was 
induced the more readily to quit the Spanih Preten- 
ions to the Molucca Iflands, knowing that the an- 


cient Romans were undone by their Eaſter Con- 
queſts, 


Ka i © + 


.c 


—— Sævior Ar Mis 
Luxuria incubuit, victumque ulciſcitur orbem. 


2aly, THE Union of Portugal to Caſtile proved 
(as has been already faid) very prejudicial to its 
Commerce and foreign Settlements, from the Kin 
of Spain's prohibiting the Netherlanders to trade to 
that Kingdom : Beſides, the Portugueſe became em- 
broiled in all his Wars and Diſputes with other 
Powers, whereby a Handle was given to the Engliſh 
and Dutch, to make thoſe Depredations and Conqueſts 
upon them, which they afterwards did with very 
great Succels. 
Zaly, HowEevex, in all Probability, the Datch 
could never have gained the Maſtery over the Portu- 
gueſe in the Indies, in the Manner they did, if the 
Portugueſe Settlements, tho? fewer, had been judici- 
ouſly choſen, and they had, in a greater Meaſure, 
depended on the Strength of their Colonies and Ship- 
ping, and not over much truſted to the Number of 
their Forts and Faftories, which the too eager Deſire 
of Gain had made them fond of; eſpecially if their 
8 Governors 
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Governors had been leſs barghey, rapacious, and cruel ; 
and the Doctrine the Chriſtian Religion 

had been confirmed and recommended by the Piety and 
Goodneſs of its Profeſſors. 

I VIII conclude this Paper with a Truth of the ut- 
moſt Importance to Great Britain, which is, That 
Planting of regular Colonies, is SECURING 10 ourſelves 
RichEs and STRENGTH, at the ſame time it pro- 
vides for the CRIMINAL, the Necess1Tovs, the 
UnrorRTuNATE, the worthily Ambitious, and Gene- 
rations to come. And if Great Britain ſhall con- 
tinue to exert herſelf 1HIs Way in the ſame lauda- 
ble Manner ſbe has lately began; then Britons, above 
all others, may truly ſay, with Reſpect to themſelves, 


Homo Homini DE us in Statu Politico. 
J am, S IX, 
Tours, Sc. 
The National Merchant. 


LETTER XIII. 


ou the Colonies and Settlements of the. 
Spaniards. 


| & PAIN, in the 15th Century, was divideg into 
five Monarchies, till all, except Portugal, were 
reduced into one under Ferdinand V. or the Catho- 
lick, in whoſe Reign America was diſcovered, from 
whence ſuch prodigious Riches accrued to . 
that 
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that it became the Terror and Envy of all Europe, 
aiming at no leſs than Univerſal Monatchy. 

IT was in the Year 1492 that the Court of Caſtile 
embraced the Propoſals of Chriſtopher Columbus, a 
Genoeſe Pilot, for the Diſcovery of unknown Coun- 
tries to the Weſtward of our Continent, after his 
Offers had been rejected by other Nations: And it 
was in a ſhort Time, and with ſmall Forces, and 
little Expence, that the vaſt Regions of America 
belonging to the Spaniards, were conquered and 

ſſeſſed by them. But tho? they made themſelves 

aſters of theſe Countries with great Eaſe, abating 
their Cruelties to the defenceleſs Inhabitants, which 
are but too well known; yet there were many 


Things that required their Skill and Attention 
eſpecially, 


1. To ſecure to themſelves the Right, Property, 
and Poſſeſſion of their new Diſcoveries, excluſive 
of all others. 

2. T o eſtabliſh their Domination and Govern- 
ment in the ſeveral Places conquered or ſettled by 
them. 

3. To regulate the Trade thereof, and to render 


it as commedious and beneficial to Old Spain as 
might be. 


As to the firſt of theſe heir Cares, (for now 
they were ambitious, vigilant, and active) no 
ſooner was Chriſtopher Columbus returned into Spain, 
with an Account of his zew Diſcovery; but the King 
of Portugal complained by his Ambaſſador, that 
the Countries found did of Right belong to him, 
as poſſeſſing the Cape de Verde Iſlands, and the So- 
vereignty of that Ocean, which his Anceſtors had 
cauſed firſt to be navigated under their Colours, 
and in virtue of Commiſſions from them : But the 
Spaniards prevailed. on Pope Alexander the VIth, to 


decide 
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decide the Diſpute in their Favour, and by virtue 
of that Pope's t in 1493, they claimed all the 
Lands difcovered, or to be diſcovered, to the Weſt 
and South, whether towards India, or any other 
Part, beyond the Longitude of five Degrees (or of 
one Hundred Leagues Diſtance) from any of the 
Azores, or Cape de Verde Iſlands : The other Na- 
tions of Europe, however, diſputed the Validity of 
that Donation, and build their Rights on firſt Diſ- 
covery, Pre-occupancy, Treaties, or common 
Conſent. The King of Portugal firſt opp:ſed it; 
and their Catholic Majeſties, Ferdinand and 1/abella, 
thereupon thought fit. ro agree, that the Line of 
Partition, mentioned in the Pope's Bull, ſhould be 
fixed Two hundred and Seventy Leagues farther to 
the Weſt; and that all Diſcoveries from thence 
Weſtward ſhould belong to the Spaniards, and 
Eaſtward to the Portugueſe ; and that there ſhould 
be a free Navigation on both Sides; bur neither 
ſhould trade beyond their Limits. Our Queen 
Elizabeth boldly examined both their Pretenſions; 
(for now Portugal too was united to Spain) ſhe 
declared to the Ambaſſador of Spain, * That ſhe 
could not perſuade herſelf, that the Spaniards had 
any juſt Title to the Indies by the Biſhop of Rome's 
Donation; nor by any other Claim, than as they 
had touched, here and there, upon the Coaſts, 
built Cottages, and given Names to a River, of 
a Cape; which things could not entitle them to 
a Propriety, and that they could not hinder other 
Princes from trading into thoſe Countries, and 
(without the Breach of the Law of Nations) from 
« tranſporting Colonies into ſuch Parts, as were not 
inhabited by the Spaniards. Thus, and more, 
Camden informs us, ſhe ſpoke to Don Bernardino 
' de Mendoza, in Defence of one of her Subjects, 
before an open Rupture with Spain. And in her 
Inſtructions to her Commiſſioners for a Peace at 

Boloigne 


* 
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Boloigne in 1600, (as I find in an old M. S.) ſhe ſays; 
*ITT is lykelie, they will forbidd us to trade 
into their Indyes; 
* WHEREIN you mult, by all Argumente 
you cann, maintayne, that it is very diſſopant 
with true Amitye to forbidd their Frindes, thoſe 
common Libertyes, yea, though the whole Indyes, 
were, as meerlye ſubjecte, to their Soveraignetye, 
as Spayne it ſelfe is, eſpeciallye, when in former 
Treatyes of 1541 there have been contrarye 
Cl uſes, which have given Freedome to Trade in- 
to all their Dominyons.* 
Bur many Treaties have been made ſince then, 
and the Spaniards have kept themſelves in Poſſeſſion 
of the largeſt and fineſt Countries of America, deny- 
ing a Freedom of Intercourſe and Commerce to all 
other Nations. 

As to the Second, | 

THE Spaniards that at firſt gained Poſſeſſion of 
America were chiefly Men of narrow Fortunes, 
daring Spirits, and uncivilized Principles; ſo that 
the Truth ſeems to be (leaving Religion out of the 
Queſtion) that Spain, for the Sake of Order, and the 
Preſervation of their Conqueſts, was neceſſitated to 
check their Proceedings, and ſet Bounds to their 
enormous and exorbitant Pretenſions. Columbus was 
accuſed, diſgraced, and ſent from his Govern- 
ment in Chains : Cortez was recalled from his Com- 
mand, and died ſuſpected in Old Spain; and Sir 
William Monſon obſerves, that no Man that had com- 
manded in Peru, eſcaped Death or Impriſonment, 
but Pedro de la Gaſca: ©* Francis Pizarro and his 
Brother (ſays Sir William) beheaded Almagro ; Al- 
* magro's Son murdered Francis Pizarro; Blaſco 
* apprehended Vuaca de Caſtro ; Gonzalo Pizarro ſlew 
© Blaſco Nunez, and Gaſca did as much to 
* Gonzalo Pizarro :*? —— And what untold Num- 
bers of the Peruvians and Mezicans, were havock'd 
and 
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and deſtroy'd by the wild Ambition or - Cruelty of 
their Conquerors! —— Alas! How much does the 
undiſcerned Hand of Providence, in its infinite Wiſ- 
dom, put it in the Power of Man to be ſerviceable to 
Man! How often for one to make happy or miſerable, 
prone or deſtroy Millions, and Millions of the no- 

eſt Being in this ſublunary Creation! And what a 
mean, what a vain, what a deſtructive, wretched 
Animal is Man devoid of Social Virtue and Religion 

F. Bartholemew de las Caſas, the firſt that ſung 
Mafs in the Weſt Indies, being an Enemy to those 
Cruelties, returned into Spain, to repreſent them, 
and defend the Indians: But what Oppoſition did 
he not meet with from the Avarice or private Views 
of particular Men! Antonio de Herrera informs us, 
* That a Paper for the Reformation of Abuſes be- 
ing delivered in, and nothing being done in it, 
F. Caſas excepted againſt the whole Council of the 
Indies; and that the King thereupon appointed 
* ſome Perſons of other Councils to examine into 
the Controverſy: That many Objections were 
* ſtarted againſt F. Caſas, the Indians being repre- 
© ſented as fcarce rational Creatures, and himſelf not 
* a little reviled ; but that he eaſily refelled all their 
* Allegations, clearing himſelf, juſtifying the In- 
dians, and plainly demonſtrating howw ſhamefully 
* the King was impoſed on by his Governors, and other 
* Officers, who not only concealed the Truth from him, 
but defrauded bim of bis Revenues, and made them- 
« ſelves great Eſtates* —— And the Hiſtorian fur- 
ther acquaints us, That, whilſt theſe Things were 
in Agitation, the Biſhop of Darien arrived at 
Court, whom F. Caſas took the Liberty to repri- 
mand for not having proceeded againſt Peter Arias, 
for his many Cruelties and Exorbitancies : That 
the Biſhop juſtifying himſelf, a Diſpute aroſe, and 
the Biſhop of Badajoz acquainting the King with it, 
* his Majeſty ordered that they ſhould appear _ 
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him, and argue the Caſe in his Preſence, Ac- 
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ſerve his Majeſty, whoſe dutiful Subjeſt he was; 


cordingly, on the Day appointed, the Biſhop of 
Darien (after having urged, that he had ſome 
Things which were not fit to declare in publick) 
being commanded to deliver himſelf fully, made a 
ſhort Speech, wherein he only ſpoke of the Wants 
they had ſuffered at Darien, ſaid the firſt Gover- 
nor had been bad, the next much wor/e, and con- 
cluded with vilifying the Indians. F. Caſas was 
ordered to ſpeak next, who ſaid, He was one of the 
firſt that went over to the Indies; that he had been 
an Eye-witneſs of all the Miſmanagement there ; 
that he had laid the ſame before King Ferdinand, 
King Philip, and the Governors of the Kingdom, 
which laſt had given good Orders for redrefling of 
Grievances : That he was ſtill labouring for the ſamę 
End, the there were Miniſters of the Enemy of dll 
Good that endeavoured to oppoſe it : That what he 
did was, not in hopes of any Reward, nor even to 


but for the Service of God, which would every Way 
redound to his Majeſty's Advantage : That he then 


for ever renounced any Favour or Advantage his Ma- 


* jeſty ſhould propoſe to beſtow on him; but that the 
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Natives of the new World were moſt capable of being. 
brought to the Chriſtion Faith, and to live politely, 
contrary to what the Biſhop of Narien had declared: 
And therefore he conjured his Majeſty to ſet them right, 
and remove their Grievances, — Then a Franciſcan 
Frier was ordered to ſpeak, who faid, He had 
been ſome Years on Hiſpaniola, and commanded 
by his Superiors to count the Indians, which he 
did ; and ſome Years after repeated the ſame by 
their Orders, when he found, that many Thouſands 
of them had been deſtroyed ; and if the Blood of one 
Man unjuſtly ſlain cried to Heaven for Vengeance, 
what might be dreaded from the Blood of ſo many 
Thouſands ? Then * was commanded 

to 
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© to deliver what he had to offer, who declared, 
© That what thoſe Fathers had ſaid was evident, 
* which was the Occaſion of his coming to ſignify 
© the ſame to the late King, and now to his Majeſty, 
* whom he begged to apply proper Remedies to 
© thoſe Diſorders. —— But (continues Herrera) no- 
© thing was at that Time concluded, as to the Af- 
fairs of the Indies, the King being then called away 
. © to take upon him the Imperial Crown, as he ſoon 
* did, by the Name of Charles V. 

HOW EVER, afterwards many good Laws and 
Ordinances were paſſed, from time to time, in fa- 
vour of the Indians, and for better regulating the Af- 
fairs of the Indies; and nothing is more evident than 
that the Chriſtian Religion, and the Lahours of the 
Clergy, were very uſeful to the Spaniards, as well 
to ſubject, as to retain in Obedience the Inhabitants 
of thoſe Countries: And to this Day the Clergy are 
frequently the People's Barrier and Protectors, 
againſt the Violence and Avarice of their Gover- 
nors ; which have been ſuch, and ſo intolerable, 
that I myſelf have known more than one loaded back 
to Old Spain, with Crimes and Chains. 

Mors fEUR Frezier gives the following Ac- 
count of the SHaniſb Politicks in America : © It is to 
be obſerved, that moſt Employments are given, 
or ſold, only for a limited Time. The Viceroys 
and Preſidents generally hold theirs ſeven Years ; 
* ſomeCorregidores and Governors have theirs for five, 
and the greater Number but for three. It is eaſy 
do ſee into the Deſign of this Regulation, which is 
* doubtleſs to prevent their having Time to gain 
Creatures, and form Parties againſt a King who is 
ſo remote from them; but it muſt alſo be granted, 
that this Policy is attended with many inevitable 
Inconveniencies, which, in my Opinion, are the 
main Cauſe of the ill Government of the Colony, 
8 and of I little Profit it affords to the King of 


Spain; 
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Spain; for the Officers look upon the Time their 
Employments laſt, as a Jubilee which is to come 
but once in their Lives, at the End whereof they 
will be laughed at, if they have not made their 
Fortunes; and as it is hard not to be overcome by 
the Temptation of privately conniving, for Money, 
at certain Abuſes, which, by long Uſe, are be- 
come Cuſtoms, the honeſteſt Perſons follow the 
Steps of their Predeceſſors, being poſſeſſed of the 
Opinion, that howſoever they behave themſelves, 
they ſhall not perhaps miſs of being charged with 
Mal-admiſtration 3 the only Means to clear them- 
ſelves of which, is to ſilence their Judges with 
Preſents, giving them Part of what they have 
wronged the King and the Subjects of. I bring 
this Reflection from its Original, (ſays my Author) 
and do not lay it down here as a Conjecture. 


Munera, crede mihi, placant homineſque Deoſque. 


Hence it is, that ſo many Loads of Silver are con- 
veyed from the Mines croſs long Countries, and at 
laſt put on board Ships trading along the Coaſt, 
without paying the Fifth to the King, becauſe the 
Merchants pay the Governor ſo much per Cent. the 
Corregidor, or chief Magiſtrate pays the Fuez de 
Deſcamino, or Judge of Concealments or Confiſ- 
cations, and he perhaps the Viceroy's Officers. 


For this Reaſon ſcarce any one of them takes ta 
Heart the Publick Good, being convinced that he 


ſhall ſoon be out of Place, and out of Power to 


continue the good Order he ſhall eſtabliſh, and 


which his Succeſſor will perhaps overthrow, as 
ſoon as he is in the Poſt, In ſhort, this is the 
Cauſt why the Orders from the Court of Spain are 
not at all, or very ill put in Execution.“ And, 


 PzRnaPSI mayſelt am as well acquainted with 


the Immoralities and Abuſes committed by the Ro- 
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man Catholick Clergy, as moſt are; and I do ſay, 
that I abhor them as much as any one can do; yet 
whoever conſiders with me the inhuman Butcheries 
committed by the Spaniards ; the Depredations and 
Cruelties of the Buccaniers ; and the helliſh Lives of 
piratical Men, muſt needs with for any Religion ra- 
ther than none; And if the unexperienced Gentle- 
men of this Nation, who are ſo much beholden to 
the Virtues and Induſtry of their Fathers, as not to 
ſtand in Need to take Thought for themſelves, 
would fairly look back to the Time of our naked 
Anceſtors, they will find, that they owe much to Re- 
ligion, if they are not very ſhort ſighted, or very un- 
grateful. Machiavel, in his Diſcourſes on Titus Livius, 
has a fine Paſſage to my Purpoſe ; and M. T. Cicers 
has one, which might, and, methinks, ſhould be 
engraven in Letters of Gold on the Front of eve 
publick Building throughout the World —— He 
that ſhould undertake to eſtabliſh a virtuous City 
at this Day, ſays Machiavel, would find it more 
* ealy among the rude People of the Mountains, 
* who have not been acquainted with Civility, than 
* among ſuch who have been educated in Cities, 
© where their Manners were corrupted ; like rude un- 
« poliſhed Marble, which is more readily carved into 
a Statue than what has been mangled before by 
* ſome bungling Workman ; ſo that all Things con- 
« ſidered, I conclude, that Religion being introduced 
by Numa, was one of the firſt Cauſes of Rome's 
Felicity; becauſe Religion produced good Laws, 
good Laws a good Fortune, and good Fortune a 
© good End in whatever they undertook. And as 
« Strictneſs in divine Worſhip, and Conſcience in 
Oaths, are great Helps to advance a State, fo 
Contempt of the one, and Neglect of the other, 
are great Means of its Deſtruction. F you take 
* away Religion, you take away the Foundation of 


* Gavernment,” 
| Cicero's 
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Ciceros Words are: 

Quam volumus licet, Patres Conſcripti, nos amemus; 
tamen nec numero Hiſpanos, nec robore Gallos, nec 
calliditate Pœnos, nec artibus Græcos, nec denique hoc 
ipſo hujuce Gentis & Terre domeſtico nativoque ſenſu 
Italos ipſos & Latinos : ſed Pielate ac Religione, atque 
bac una ſapientid, quod Deorum immortalium Numine 
omnia regi gubernarique perſpeximus, omnes Gentes Na- 
tioneſque ſuperavimus. 

Cicero de Haruſpicum Reſp. 

3. As to the Spaniſh Regulations in regard to the 
Trade of their Indies, Doctor Davenant has already 
obſerved in general for me, That it may be ob- 
« jected, that the Spaniards are not very good Pat- 
* terns to follow in any Model or Scheme of Govern- 
ment. To which it may be anſwered, ſays he, 
That whoever conſiders the Laws and politick In- 
ſtitutions of Spain, will find them as well formed, 
and contrived with as much Skill and Wiſdom, as 
in any Country perhaps in the World; ſo that the 
Errors that People are obſerved to commit, from 
time to time, do not proceed from a wrong and ill 
Projection, but from the negligent, looſe, and unſtea- 
dy Executibns of their Counſels* - And certainly 
the ſupreme Council of the Indies, the Caſa de Contra- 
lacion, or India Houſe, and its Chambers of Direc- 
tion and Juſtice, the Court of Conſulſbip choſen by the 
Weſt India Traders, and their Corporation of 
Sailors, were all wiſe and excellent Conſtitutions; 
and we might particularly ſhew, that it 1s from no 
Defect in them, that they do not fully anſwer the Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Benignity of the Authors. But having ſaid 
ſome Things on the Portugueſe Colonies, that are like- 
wiſe applicable to the Spaniſh, and this Letter being 
run out to a full Length, as well as for other Rea- 
ſons, I ſhall only add, that the Spaniards gariſon and 
keep Poſſeſhon of many Places without Inhabitants, and 
uſe very little good Husbandry on moſt of the Lands they 
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bave peopled : which may be our Advantage, tho? of 
late a Spirit of Reformation and Induſtry is viſible 
among them. 


Jan, SI R, 
Your humble Servant, 


Fhe National Merchant. 


P. S. I think it not improper to add what 
follows from Herrera, which after what has been 
ſaid, will illuſtrate an Obſervation that cannot 
be too frequently inculcated, viz. That the Welfare 
of a Colony depends on the Virtues and Capacity of its 
Governor, and that Princes and States cannot be loc 
careful in their Choice of a fit Perſon for ſuch a Service. 
The Troubles of Peru (ſays that Hiſtorian) 
have taken up ſo much of our Time, that we 
have not had Leiſure to look into New Spain, 
* where Don Lewis de Velaſco had entered upon the 
* Government as Viceroy, who, endeavouring to 
follow the good Example ſet him by his Predeceſ- 
* ſor Don Antony de Mendoza, maintained thoſe 
* Kingdoms in Peace and Tranquillity, the People 
* hving in a regular Manner by means of his good 
* Adminiſtration, all publick Offences being ſevere- 
ly ſought into, and puniſh*d, becauſe he took ſpe- 


clal Care that the Royal Court, and the Officers of 
Juſtice ſhould perform their reſpective Duties exact 
and uprightly. He lived in his own Family with 
Splendor and Majeſty ; no Flattery or avaricious 
Dealing was to come withis his Walls. He honour'd 
good Men, rewarded thoſe that ſerv'd the Pub- 
lick: Religious Men apply'd themſelves to conver- 
ting and inſtruct ing of the Iudians, learning their 
ſeveral Languages that they might be underſtood 
by them, and heard with the greater Attention, _ 

© thoſe 
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thoſe People were very docile, becauſe of the Eaſe 
they found, having been diſcharg'd of the perſonal 
Tributes they had before paid to the Spaniards, and 
of the Burthen of being Tamemes, or obliged to 
carry Loads on their Backs all the Country over, 
of which Don Lewis de Velaſco took ſingular Care. 
Learning flouriſhed in the Univerſity, Com- 
merce was enlarg'd, mechanick Arts were im- 
proved, Tillage increaſed ; the Gentry enjoy'd what 
they had, undiſturb'd, the Country was plentiful 
and wealthy ; the Officers of the King's Revenue 
were induſtrious in advancing and improving it, 
without being permitted to intermeddle in other 
Affairs; the Fleets carried much Wealth into 
Spain in Plate, Cochineal, and other Commodi- 
ties, and all the rich Mines were found and diſco- 
vered at this Time, which was reputed very for- 
- tunate, all Men being proſperous, contented, joy- 
ful and in Peace. In ſhort, continues the Hiſto- 
rian, the Viceroy was more like a Father than a 
© Governor of thoſe Kingdoms.“ Decad. V. B. x. 
C5, And yet how few, very few Governors 
have followed this rare Example | And how 
unfruittul, how deteſtable has been the Conſequence ! 
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On the Colonies and Settlements of the 
Dutch. 


$ L., 


N the Courſe of theſe Letters, Notice has been 

taken of the ancient Trade of the Low-Countrics, 
and of the Riſe of the Republick of Holland; 
and Sir Joſiah Child, in the Year 1692, ſaid, 
That the prodigious Increaſe of its domeſtick and 
foreign Trade, Riches, and Multitude of Shipping, 
was the Envy of the preſent, and might be the 
Wonder of all future Generations. In ſhort, al- 
moſt every Writer in Trade has propoſed this Re- 
publick, as a perfect Model for the other Nations 
of Europe to follow, in Matters of Trade and 
Commerce. But for my Part, who am ſpeaking 
of their Colonies and Settlements, I ſhall beg Leave 
to make a Diſtinction: I fay, That the Hollanders 
have afted as acute, induſtrious and graſping Mt R- 
CHANTS; but not as long-ſigbted and prudent Pol. i- 
TICIANS; foraſmuch as they have neglected Colonies, 
and over-ſtrained themſelves in Matters of Trade. 


And to make good this Obſervation, let it 
be conſidered, | 


1. THAT the Hollanders have neglected to plant 
Colonies, 


2. Thar they have over-ftrained themſelves in 
Matters of Trade. 


3. THAT theſe two very great Overſights, or 
Faults, in that Republick, have been, and may 
be, productive of innumerable Evils to it. 

| THE 
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Tur firſt Propoſition appears evident. 


1. From the ſmall Number of Colonies which 
they are poſſeſſed of, comparatively to what they 
might have been. 

2. FRoM their not taking ſufficient Care to ſet- 
tle Colonies in the Eaſt Indies, or on the Coaſt of 
Africa. 

From their little Regard to, and Miſmanage- 
ment of the Colonies belonging to them. 


As to the ſecond Propoſition, we need only re- 
flect on the Riſe of their Trade, and the ſudden 
Growth and Exorbitance of it, by which they 
over- ſtock'd themſelves with People, grew ambi- 
tious, and drew the Reſentments of their Neighbours 
on them: And as other Nations apply themſelves to 
Trade, conſequently the very Means of their 


People's Support being taken away, this Repub- 
lick muſt conſume of itſelf. 


As to the Third, I think, in general, it may 
be ſafely affirmed, that had Holland, from the Year 
1648, to the Year 1672, applied herſelf only to 
ſecure and confirm to herſelf, a competent Share 
of the beſt Branches of the Trade ſhe was then poſ- 
ſeſſed of, and to eſtabliſh Colonies in a peaceable 
Manner, without pretending to diſpute the Domi- 
nion of the Seas, inſulting her Neighbours with 
her Maritime Force, and graſping at an univerſal 
Monopoly of Trade, ſhe might have been more 
regular and compact within herſelf, and her Pro- 
ſperity muſt have been natural and laſting ; but, 
initead thereof, thinking, through Covetouineſs and 
Ambition, to found her future Succeſs on ſuperior 
Power and caſual Advantages, and to ingroſs to 
herſelf, by Artifice, or compulſive Treaties, the 
Trade and Commerce of the whole World; it 
was all unnatural, and therefore not laſting. — 


The 
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The grand unalterable Principle of Traffick, is re- 


ciprocal Advantage; and every Sovereign Prince 

or State will judge for itſelf; and the Reaſon in 

Num, fi vos omnibus imperare vultis, ſequitur ut om- 

2 ſervitutem accipiant !} will hold good in this 
aſe. 


Bur let us a little more particularly inquire into 
three Things. | 


1. Warar are the Benefits, which, *tis thought, 
the Dutch might have reaped by planting Colonies ? 

2. War have been the Obſtacles that have 
hindered them from eſtabliſhing more Colonies than 
they have done? And, 


3. Wrar have been their Errors in governing 


a 


| thoſe which they have eſtabliſhed ? 


: Ann no body will better ſatisfy our Inquiries 
| than the Penſionary de Witt, who had maturely 
; conſidered theſe Matters, and was, for many Years, 
1 the principal Governor of this Republick. He 
fays, * That ſuppoſing all the Expedients (he had 
before mentioned) to attract and allure Foreigners 
to become Inhabitants of Holland, were practiſed, 
and thoſe Inhabitants made to ſubſiſt by due Ad- 
miniſtration of Juſtice 3 yet would there be found 
in Holland many old and new Inhabitants, who, 
for want of Eſtate and Credit, live very unealy ; 
and therefore would deſire to remove thence. It is 
evident, firſt, as to Perſons and Eſtates, that the 
Inhabitants here are not only expoſed to the ordi- 
nary Misfortunes of Mankind, of not foreſeeing 
future Events, Weakneſs and Want ; but beſides, 
they make very uncertain Profit by Manufactures, 
Fiſhing, Trade, and Shipping; and on the other 
Side, by Sickneſs, Wars, Piracies, Rocks, Sands, 
Storms, and Bankrupts, or by the Unfaithfulneſs 
of their own Maſters of Ships, they may loſe the 
greateſt 
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greateſt Part of their Eſtates, while, in the In- 


terim, they continue charged with the natural Bur- 
dens of Holland, as great Houſe-rent, Impoſts 
and Taxes : Nor have they any reformed Cloi- 
ſters to provide creditable Opportunities for diſ- 
charging themſelves of ſuch Loſſes by maintaining 
their Children; or, according to the Proverb, 
(Deſperatio facit Militem aut Monachum) to turn 
Soldier or Monk; ſo that, by ſuch Accidents, 
falling into extreme Poverty, they - conſequently 
loſe their Reſpect and Credit among Men. 
AN p, Secondly, as to Reputation, It is well 
known, that, in this Republick, the Government 
conſiſts of very few Men, in Proportion to the 
Number of Inhabitants; and that the ſaid 
Government is not, by Law, annexed or re- 
ſtrained to any certain Family; but is open to all 
the Inhabitants : So that thoſe who have been eight 
or ten Years Burghers, may be choſen to the Go- 
vernment in moſt Cities, and have the moſt emi- 
nent Employments of Cheepen, or Burgomaſter. 
Whence we may infer, that many who are the 
Offspring of thoſe that were heretofore made uſe of 
in the Government, and alſo many others, who, 
by reafon of their ancient Stock, and great Skill 
in Polity, and extraordinary Riches, thro? natural 
Self-love and Ambition, conceive themſelves 
wronged, when other new ones, of leſs Fitneſs and 
Eſtate, are choſen to the Government before them 
and therefore thinking themſelves undervalued, 
ſeek a Change, and would be induced to tranſport 
themſelves to other Countries, where their Quali- 
fications, great Eſtate, and Ambition, might pro- 
duce very good Effects; whereas, on the other 
Side, whilſt they continue to dwell in theſe Lands, 
they ſpeak ill of the Government and Rulers in 
particular. And if, by this, or any other 1 — 
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dent, Tumults ſhould be occaſioned againſt the 


Rulers in particular, or the Government itſelf, they 


being Perſons of Quality, might become the 


Leaders of the Seditious ; who, to obtain their 
End, and to have ſuch Inſurrections tend to their 
Advantage, would not reſt till they had diſplaced 
and turned out the lawful Rulers, and put them- 
ſelves in their Places; which is one of the ſaddeſt 
Calamities than can befal the Republick or Cities ; 
ſeeing Rulers who became ſuch by Mutiny, are al- 
ways the Cauſe of horrible Enormities, before they 
obtain the Government, and muſt commit many 
Cruelties, ere they can fix themſelves on the Bench 
of Magiſtracy. — And ſeeing we have already 
made many Conqueſts of Countries in India, and 
finding how hardly (and that with great Charge of 
Soldiers) they are to be kept; and that the Poli- 
ticians of old, have taught us, That there is no bet- 
ter Means, eſpecially for a State which depends on 
Merchandize and Navigation, to preſerve foreign 
Conqueſts, than by ſelthng Colonies in them , we 
may eaſily conclude, that the ſame Method would 
be very uſeful and expedient for our State. 
* Thirdly, I T is well known, that the pooreſt 
People of all the Countries round about us, come 
to dwell in Holland, in hope of earning their Liv- 
ing by Manufactury, Fiſheries, Navigation, and 
other Trades; or failing theſe, that they have the 
znefits of Alms-houſes and Hoſpitals, where 
they will be better provided for than in their own 
Country. And altho' in this Manner very many 
poor People have been maintained; yet in bad 
Times it could not laſt long; but thence might 
calily ariſe a general Uproar, with the Plunder 
and Subverſion of the whole State. To prevent 


which, and other the like Miſchiefs, and to give 


diſcontented Perſons, and Men in Straits an open 
Way, 
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Way, the Republicks of Tyre, Sidon, Carthage, 
Greece, and Rome, &c. in ancient Times, having 
ſpecial Regard to the true Intereſts of Republicks, 
which were perfectly founded on Traffick, or Con- 
queſts of Lands, did not neglect to erect many 
Colonies : Yea, even the Kings of Spain, Portu- 


gal and England, 8c. have lately very profitably 


erected divers Colonies, and continue ſo doing, in 
remote and uncultivated Countries; which former- 
ly added an incredible Strength to thoſe ancient 
Republicks, and do ſtill to Spain, Portugal, and 
England, 8c. producing, beſides their Strength, 
the greateſt Traffick and Navigation. So that 
it is a wonderful Thing that Holland, having theſe 
old and new Examples before their Eyes, and be- 
ſides, by its natural great Wants, and very great 
Sums of Money given yearly in Charity to poor 
Inhabitants, - and being yearly preſſed by ſo many 
broken Eſtates, and want of greater Traffick and 
Navigation, hath not hitherto made any Free Co- 
lonies for the Inhabitants of Holland; tho' we, by 
our Shipping, have diſcovered and navigated 
many fruitful, uninhabited, and unmanured Coun- 
tries, where, if Colonies were erected, they might 
be free, and yet ſubject to the Lords the States of 
Holland, as all the open Countries and Cities 
that have no Votes amongſt us, are; and it might 
cauſe an incredible great and certain Traffick and 
Navigation with the Inhabitants of Holland. | 


I is well worth Obſervation, that theſc Colonie, 


would no leſs ſtrengthen the Treaſure and Power of 
the States in Peace and War, than they do thoſe 
of Spain, Portugal, and England, which during 
the manifold inteſtine Diſſentions and Revolutions 
of State, have always adhered to their ancient na- 
tive Country againſt their Enemies. And by this 
Means alſo, many ambitious and diſcontented In- 
habitants of Holland might conveniently, /ub Specie 

Honors, 
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* Honoris, be gratified, by having ſome Authority 
in and about the Government of 1 ſaid Colonies. 
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But ſome may object, that heretofore the Rulers 
of Holland, in the reſpective Grants or Charters 
given to the Eaſt and 2 t-India Companies, have 
given them alone the Power of navigating their 
Diſtricts, with Excluſion of all other Inhabitants, 
Which extend ſo far, that out of them the whole 
World hath now no fruitful, uninhabited Lands, 
where we may erect new Colonies and that thoſe 
Diſtricts are ſo far ſpread, becauſe our Rulers 
truſted that the ſaid Companics could, and would 
propagate and advance ſuch Colonies: Tho? 
ſuppoſing thoſe Colonies mult, indeed, in Specula- 
tion, be acknowledged ſingularly profitable for 
this State, yet nevertheleſs thoſe reſpective Diſtricts 
and Bounds of the ſaid Compantes, were purpoſely 
extended ſo far by the States General, and eſpeci- 
ally by the States of Holland, effectually to hinder 
the making of thoſe Colonies, fince our Nation 1s 
naturally averſe to Husbandry, and utterly unfit 
to plant Colonies, and ever inclined to Merchan- 
dizing. 
* To which I anſwer, that it's likely the firſt 
Grants or Charters,. both of the Eaſt and Weſt, and 
other copious Diſtricts, were probably made upon 
mature Deliberation ; but that the Rulers perceiv- 
ing afterwards how very few Countries the ſaid 
Companies do traffick with, and what a vaſt many 
Countries and Sea-Ports in their Diſtricts remain 
without Traffick or Navigation, they cannot be 
excuſed of too great Imprudence, in that they, 
notwithſtanding the Continuance of ſuch Diſtricts to 
this Day, kept their common trading Inhabitants, 
conſiſting of ſo great Numbers, from thoſe unin- 
habited Countries by our Companies : So that by 
reaſon of the want of trafficking Countries, or new 
Colonies in little Europe and its Confines, the Hol- 
* landers 
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landers are neceſſitated to over-ſtock all Trade and 
Navigation, and to ſpoil and ruin them both, to 
the great Prejudice of ſuch Merchants and Owners 
of Ships on whom it Halls, altho' Holland, during 


that Time of their Trade's being over-ſtock*d, 


had a greater Commerce, and deterred the Traders 
of other Countries from that Traffick, which the 
Hollanders, with the Appearance of Gain, do and 
muſt re- aſſume, if they will continue to live in 
Holland; where all manner of Foreign Trade, 
ſince the erecting the ſaid Companies, was neceſſi- 
tated to be driven, notwithſtanding the Uncertainty 
of Gain, and Fear of over-trading ourſelves. 

* AND that the ſaid Companies neither have nor 
do endeavour to make new Clones for the Benefit 
of the Lands, and the Inhabitants thereof, hath 
hitherto abundantly appeared, and we muſt not 
lightly belive that they will do otherwiſe tor the 
fature 3 which I ſuppoſe will alſo appear, if we 
conſider, that the Directors, from whom this ſhould 
proceed, are advanced and privately {worn to 
promote the Benefit of the Subſcribers of the re- 
ſpective Companies; ſo that if the Colonies 
ſhould not tend to the Benefit of the Subſcribers in 
general, we cannot expect the Companies ſhould 
promote them. Yea, ſuppoſing ſuch Colonies 
ſhould tend to the greateſt Profit of the Subſcribers 
in general, yet ſuch is the common Corruption of 
Man, that thoſe Flantations ſhould not be erected, 


_ unleſs ſuch Directors or Governors can make © a 


own Advantage by them. 
* ANp ſeeing all Colonies in unmanured Coun- 
tries, mult for ſome Years together have Neceſ- 
ſaries carried to them, till ſuch Plantations can 
maintain themſelves out of their own Product, and 
begin to go to Sea, and then there is ſome ſmall 
Duty impoſed on the Planters and their Traffick, 
or Navigation, whereby the Undertakers may be 
reimburſed; 
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reimburſed; yet the Partners having expended ſo 
much, are not aſſured that their Grant or Leaſe of 
Years, ſhall be prolong'd and continu'd to them 
on the ſame Terms. Moreover, in regard of 
theſe new Colonies, the Directors ought therefore to 
have leſs Salary, ſeeing by this free Trade of the 
Planters and Inhabitants, they may be eaſed of the 
great Pains they take about their general Traffick 
and Equipage of Ships, which concerns them 
much in particular, for many conſiderable Reaſons 
not here to be mentioned. 

AN p as concerning our People in the Eaſt and 
Weſt, they being hitherto of fo looſe a Life, are 
lo waſteful, expenſive, and lazy, that it may 
thence ſeem to be concluded, that the Nation of 
Holland is naturally and wholly unfit for new 
Colomes ; yet I dare venture to ſay it ts not fo. 
But certain it is, that the Directors of the ſaid 
Companies, their Mariners, and Soldicrs, and 
likewiſe their other Servants are hired on ſuch ſtruit- 
laced and ſevere Terms, and they require of them 
ſuch a Multitude of Oaths, importing the Penalty 
of the Loſs of all their Wages and Eſtate, that 
very few Inhabitants of Holland, unleſs out of 
mere Neceſſity, or ſome poor, ignorant, fſlaviſh- 
minded and debauched Foreigner, will offer them- 
ſelves to that hard Servitude. - It is alſo true, 
that all ſuch that are in the Indies, eſpecially the 
Eaſt Indies, do find, that not only while they ſerve, 
but after they have ſerved their Time, for which 
they are bound, they are under an intolerable com- 
pulſive Slavery; inſomuch that none can thrive 
there but their great Officers, who being placed 
over them to exact the Oaths of the Mercenaries 
or Hirelings, and to put in Execution the Com- 
pany's Commands, and being without Controul, to 
accuſe or check them, they commonly favourſone 
another ; and afterwards coming Home with great 
* Treaſures, 
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Treaſures, are in Fear that they will be ſeized and 
confiſcated by the Directors; So that it is n won- 
der that fo few good, and fo many ignorant, lazy, 

prodigal and vicious People take Service of the 
Faſ Fadia Company: But it is doubly to be ad- 
mired, that any intelligent, frugal, diligent, and 

virtuous People, eſpecially Hollanders, unless Ari- 
ven by extreme Neceſſity. ſhould e up them- 
ſelves vo that ſlaviſh Servitude. 

© A L L which being true, let none hink ; it ſtrang 
that the Scum of Holland, and of moſt other Na- 
tions, having by their Service become Freemen 
there, and yet not permitted to drive any Trade 
by Sza, or with Foreign People, are very unfit, 
and have no Inclmation at all to thoſe forced Colonies, 
and do always thirſt after their own ſweet and free 
native Countries : Whereas notwithſtanding, on the 
contrary, the ingenious, frugal, induſtrious Hol- 
landers, by thoſe Virtues which are almoſt peculiar 
to them, are more fit than any other Nation in the 
World to ere& Colonies, and to live on them, 
when they have the Liberty given them to manure 
them for their own Eivelthood. — And if in our 
Nation there is alſo to be found a very great Apt- 
neſs. and Inclination to Merchandizing 22 Navi- 
gation, then we may in all Reſpects believe, that 
we, under our own free Government, might erect 
very excellent Colonies, when it ſhall pleaſe the 
State to begin, and encourage the ſame on good 


Foundations, and to indulge them for a ſRort Time 


with their Favour and Defence.“ 
I think I may fitly add to the foregoing; ſome 


Obſervations made on the Hollanders by one ef Stir 


old Engliſh Admirals, after being in the Sea Service 


more than 30 Years, viz. from 1585 towards 1646, 
a very remarkable Space of Time in reſpect to their 
Riſe, Gc. The Hollanders (ſays he) are frugal in 


. 


Expence, the Benefits whereof themſelves and 
G * Country 


82 The National Merchant. 


Country find; they are induſtrious as their Actions 
© at Home and Abroad do witneſs ; they are juſt 
in Contracts, holding Conſcience in the little Reli- 
gion they have, not to defraud any Man; they la- 
bour to ſeek out the Secrets of Lands not inhabi- 
ted, and Countries undiſcovered ; they are Inven- 
tors of Arts, which to their Praiſe they have en- 
rich'd the World with; they are willing, without 
Excuſe, to contribute for the Good of the State, 
not ſtanding ſo much upon Privileges or Petition 
of Right, as to neglect any Occaſion of Advantage 
to benefit their Common-wealth ; they are labo- 
rious and painful of Body, not admitting a Beggar 
in their Provinces, and willing to relieve and com- 
fort one another in ſtrange Countries; they are 
Enemies to the Expence = Law, and the Griping 
of Lawyers, and end moſt of their Controverſies 
by Arbitration of Friends. But all theſe Vir- 
tues (adds he) are drown'd in a covetous Ingrati- 
tude, that holds Friendſhip with nobody, but for 
Intereſt, which ends in the ſelf-ſame Intereſt : And 
no marvel; for popular States are no longer thank- 
ful, than they receive Benefits ; and nothing 1s of 
ſhorter Lite amongſt them, than the Memory of 
.*., Pleaſures or Favours paſt. They are ſo careleſs to 
give Satisfaction for the Ill they do, that if it be 
demanded, tis as much as to ſpeak of Valour to a 
faint Heart, or Charity to an unmerciful Man, or 
of Courteſy to a churliſh Diſpoſition ; for it will 
prove but the telling a Tale to him that is aſleep.” 
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HOW EVER, as particular Men are obligated 
and preſerved by Laws which are eternal and indiſ- 
penſible; ſo are Nations: And perhaps in the End 
it is found, that every Nation then only purſues her 
true Intereſts, when ſhe obſerves them. But if this 
Reflection ſhould be thought too deep; yet I 8 

re 
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ſure Venice will have ever Cauſe to remember the 
League of Cambray, and Holland the War of 1672. 


r e J am, SIR, 
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N ene 
7 BT ER XV. 


On the Colonies and Settlements of the 
French. 


STR, 

IR Willam Manſon, in his Time, tells us, 

that, Tho? we cannot call the French Diſco- 
« verers of Countries, becauſe they never ſought 
to find out any new Worlds or Paſlages that 
< were not found to their Hands; yet, ſince the firſt 
< Diſcovery of other Worlds, they have been al- 
< ways ready to infeſt them with Piracy, and ſuch 
© Voyages; for their going to Peru has been no 
other than to ſpoil and rob other Nations.* And 
yet, continues he, * I muſt give them their Due in 
| © what they have deſerved; for tho' they cannot 
be calPd Diſcoverers, as I have ſaid, yet they 
may worthily be counted in the Number of Plant- 
ers, as well in the North Part of America, as in 
the South beyond the Line, and upon the Conti- 
nent of Braſil. 

SR Foſiah Child, about 30 or 60 Years after- 
wards, viz, in 1692, delivers himſelf thus: That 
* the French have had Footing in the Weſt-Indies 

'G 2 ' almoſt 
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© almolt as long 4s the e is certain, and that 
« they have imade no conſiderable Progreſs in Plant- 


© ing is as certain: And finding it ſo in Fact, I 
© hape been often Exerciſing my Thoughts about 
Inquiry into the Reaſon thereof, which I at- 
tribute eſpecially to two. - Firſt, becauſe 
France being an abſolute Government, hath not, 
until very lately, given any Countenance or En- 
couragement to Navigation and Trade, Se- 
© Gondly, and principally, becauſe the French Set- 
tlements in the Weft-Pdies have not been upon 
« Fretholders, as the Engliſh fare, but in Subjection 
to the French Weſt-India Company, which Company 
being under the French King, as Lord Proprietor of 
« the Places they ſettle upon, and taxing the Inhabi- 
tants at Pleaſure, as the King doth them, it is not 
« probable that they ſhould make that ſucceſsful Pro- 
« greſs in Planting; Property, Freedom, and Inbe- 
« ritance, being tbe moſt effeftual Spurs to Ind ry... 
- Bur Sir William Temple had, 20 Years before 
this laſt, obſerved, © That the preſent Greatneſs of 
the Crown of France may be chiefly derived from 
tte Fortune it had of two great Miniſters (Rich- 
© lieu and Mazarin) 9 7 ng one another, be- 
tween two great Kings, Henry IV. and the late 
* Lewis Wy So as during the Courſe of one un- 
active Life, and of a long Minority, that Crown 
gained a great deal of Ground both at Home and 
* Abrogd, . inſtead ol loſing it, which is the com- 
mon Fate of Kingdoms on thoſe Occafions.” _ . 
I THOUGHT it not amiſs for me to introduce 
Hy have to offer on the Colonies of the French, 
with the Sentiments 'of theſe three Gentlemen, as 
they were all eminent and ſucceſsful in their Way, 
of different Profeſſions, and wrote at different Times. 
But that which is moſt certain at preſent, is, That 
he French have of late Years mightily extended 
and ꝓeopled their Colonies in America, and * 
u 


The National Merchant. 85 


\ ſuch ſolid Foundations for the Augmentation of their 
Power and Trade in thoſe Parts, eſpecially in the 
Weſt- dies, as to become formidable to all other 
Nations, not excepting the Spaniards themſelyes.: — 
And this being the Caſe, as it moſt ſurely is, it 
may be uſeful to us, to inquire into the Cauſes of 
their. Succeſs, and into the Particulars of it. | 
F1xsr, therefore, the Succeſs of France, as to 


Colonies, &c. APPE2rs * have been obtained, | 


1. By ſettling and ſtrengrhening its Government 
at Home by ſeveral Methods. 

2. By weakening the Power of 1 its Neighbours, 
or diverting their Attention. 

3. Br the indefatigable and Ber Application 
of its Miniſters to the Care and Encouragelnent of 
Trade, Cc. 

4. By the Wiſdom of its many new Regularien. 
in regard to, 1. Navigation, 2. Manyfaftures, 3. 
Trade, * 4. Colonies. 


N s evident from Hiſtory, and the more par- 
ticular Memoirs of thoſe Times, that France was 
altogether inconſiderable at Sea, her Hands being 
bound up, till Cardinal Richlieu had ſettled the yer, 
and regulated the ſeveral Orders of that Kingdom 
And no one that conſiders the Hiſtory of the Re 
volution in Portugal, and the true Cauſes of the 
Engliſh and D Dutch Wars, but muſt ſee that the 
French were the Kindlers, at leaſt, the Blowers of 
thoſe Fires. And as ta — Application ef their 
Miniſters, to the Care of Trade, it is nat anly 
wel kngwn by all Obſeryers, but the gegd Effects 

of their Regulations abundantly confirm it te the 
——_ World. 

Tux Colleftar of the Complete Body of Sea Laws 
(which is a very uſeful Performance) takes Notice, 
that the ſurpriſing e of the French | in Navi- 

G 3 | * gation 
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gation {to which, in our Fathers Days, they were 
almoſt abſolute Stran gers) is, in my Opinion, 
principally owing to the excellent Laws and Or- 
dinances which have of Jate been eſtabliſhed in 
that Kingdom, for the Regulation of all Mari- 
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time Affairs; in which their ſummary, and eaſy 


Method of Proceeding, has been found to be 


very beneficial to all that have had Occaſion to 
be concerned in it. For the Government then finding 
that the only Means to have a powerful Navy, 
was to encourage Trade and Navigation amongſt 
private Perſons, nothing was omitted that could, 

in any manner, tend to the Advancement of 
Commerce. — And, indeed, if we conſider the 
prodigious Increaſe of the Naval Strength of 
France, we muſt acknowledge, that they have been 
very induſtrious in promoting Trade: And if 
we examine the Means they have uſed, we ſhall 
find them to be ſuch, as ſeldom, if ever, miſſed 
of the deſired Succeſs, becauſe particular Care 
was taken to remove all manner of Impediments, 
that might obſtruct the Progreſs and Improve- 
ment of Navigation. — I hope no Man of Senſe 
will take amiſs what I here ſay to the Advan- 
tage of the Naval Laws and Conſtitutions of 
France, as if I thereby ſeemed to have leſs Re- 
ſpe& than I ought to have for thoſe of England: 

Tho? the French be Enemies to us, we ſhould not 
be ſo much Enemies to ourſelves, as to reject the 
Uſe of good Laws, merely becauſe they are in 


Force amongſt them, or have been deviſed by 


them. Whatever our Practice may be, I can 
aſſure you, that they are neer the leſs taken with 
good Laws, for being Enacted in bad Govern- 
ments: For, on the contrary, they have, in 
the Matter of Trade, conſulted all the Laws mw 
Statutes, in Force, in any Place of Europe; 

which, retrenching ht was ſuperfluous or in- 


convenient 
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convenient, and ſupplying what was deficient 


vith proper Regulations for every Subject, they 
© have certainly compiled the moſt accompliſhed Sy- 
ſtem of Laws for Trade and Navigation that ever 
Europe /aw. Nor would it, in the leaſt, be any 
Diſhonour to us to follow their Example, in 
Things ſo worthy of Imitation, ſince all the 
World acknowledges the Reaſonableneſs of that 
, uſeful Maxim; N 


Fa ft & ab Hoſte doceri. 


I rave already mentioned, in my Seventh Let- 
ter, the Application and Wiſdom of the French in 
their Maritime and Commercial Affair, and have 
there given Tranſlations of the Preambles of two 
of their Edits, "as -a Proof thereof; and I ſhall 


here add that of the Ordinance of 1681, eſtabliſhing 


their Sea Laus, viz. 


The Ordinance of Lewis XIV. King of France and 
Navarre. Given at Fontainebleau iz tbe Month of 
Auguſt, 1681. 


Concerning the Marine. 


LEVIS, by the Grace of God, King of 
France and Navarre, To all preſent and to come, 
Greeting. After the ſeveral Ordinances we have 
made for regulating, by good Laws, the Admi- 
niſtration of Juſtice, and of our Finances, and 


atter the Glorious Peace with which it has pleaſed 


God to crown our laſt Victories ; we thought that 
the only Thing yet wanting to compleat the Hap- 
pineſs of our Subjects, was to procure them Plenty, 
by the Eaſe and Increaſe of Trade, which is the 
principal Source of the Felicity of Nations. And 
the Commerce of the Sea being the moſt confider- 


G 4 able, 
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ale, we have taken Care te enrith the Coaſts of 
our Pominions with a good Number of Rarbours 
and Ships, for the Security and Conveniency of 
Sailors, who now come from all Places, to the Ports 
of gur Kingdom. But becauſe it is no leſi neceſſary 
to ſtrexęthen Trade by good Laws, than to ſecut e its 
Freedom and Conveniency by the Gtodneſs of our Ports, 
and tbe Force of our ums; and as our former Or- 
dinances, and thoſe of our Predeceſſors, as well as 
the Law of the Romans, contain very few Regu- 
lations for the Deeiſion of Differences ariſing be- 
tween Merchants and Sea-faring People, we judg'd 
(chat nothing might be wanting for the Good of 
Trade and Navigation) that it was convenient to 
ſettle the Laws of Maritime Contracts, which have 
hitherto been uncertain, to regulate the Juriſdiction 
of #2 Officers of tbe Admiralty, and the Priucipal 
Duties of Sea-faring People, and 40, effabliſh a good 
Polity in the Ports, Coaſts, and Roads, that ave 
within the Extent of our Dominions: For theſe 
Cauſes, with the Advice of our Council, S We 
have faid, declared, and ordained, &c. _ 


Anp Mr. Gee, in his Diſcourſe on Trade, pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty, ſpeaking of the new Ad- 
vantages that might be made from our Colonies, 
has theſe Words in the 136th Page of the Third 
Edition: Nothing is more evident, than that the 
< Improvements of this Kind will be a great Means 
of turning the Balance of Trade in our Favour : 
And, indeed, it ems to be a Work that onght 
© to be undertaken before any other, and very 
s worthy the Conſideration of Parliament; which 
* would fave our foreign E 


Pence, and greatly 


< contribute to the Increaſe of the Wealth of the 
Nation. But nothing of this Kind can be ex- 
«* pected from the Merchant, who only purſues his 
* own Buſineſs, and raifes an Eſtate by thoſe 
* | | Things 
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Things which the Government permits the Sub- 
Jeck to trade in: He may get a great deal of Riches 


y importing foreign Commodities for Luxury and 
* Exceſs, when at the ſame Time the Nation is con- 


* ſuming its Subſtance ;, and running into Poverty. — 
* Almoſt all the Princes of Europe have made this 
* ſo much their Care, for many Tears paſt, that I 
* mult confeſs, I have admired it bas not awakened us. 
The ** and ſundry Princes of | Germany, 
* Ruſſia, Sweden, Denmark, Savey, and above all, 
« France, have ſet forth ſo many Adis or Decrees 
« for regulating their Commerce, that if they were col- 
* lefted, and ſome able Perſon was employ'd to 
* abſtract thoſe Things that affect our Manufactures 
and Commerce, it would be of excellent Uſe: to 
* ſuch as are appointed to negotiate our Affairs 

Abroad. 

And for my Part, I have for many Years been 
intirely in the ſame Opinion with Mr. Gee as to theſe 
Matters, and have had both Opportunities and Occa- 
ſions partly to ſatisfy myſelt in them: And I 
do now moſt earneſtly recommend it to others to 
conſider, whether the following Eſtabliſhments of 
the French are not better fram'd and adapted for the 
Care and Improvement of Trade, than thoſe which 
we have hitherto concerted amongſt ourſelves ? And 
I believe this will appear ſufficiently evident from 
the bare Specification of their Titles. For the Freuch 
have their, 


x. Conſeil Royal de Commerce. 

2. Bureau, Pour les Affaires du cane 

3. Iuteudans du Cammarce, pour le Commerce de 
Pinterieur du Rayaume, & exterieur par Terre. 

4. Intendans par le Commerce extericur & Ma- 
mime. 

5. Deputesz. des Villes pour Commerce. 

6. Inteuduus des Colanies, 


7. Infbefteurs 
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7. Inſpefteurs Etablis dans les Generalitez & De- 
partemens des Pays d' Etats du Royaume, pour toutes 
Efpeces de Manufactures de Draps, Fils, Laines, Colon, 
Soyes, Oc. 

8. Juriſdiction Conſulaire. 

AN p France has her Conſulſhips in all the chief 
Places of Trade in the Levant, Barbary, Italy, the 
North, Spain, the Canaries, Portugal, Madeira, the 
Azores. Moreover, ſhe has often ſtanding extraordi- 
nary-Committees of Council for particular Affairs, 
when the Buſineſs is much and important. So that 
in every Place, at all Times, and on all Occaſions, 
France ſeems to have her Eyes and Ears open for the 
Eaſe, Security, and Enlargement of her Commerce: 
But the following Edict in 1730 for erecting their 
Royal Council of Commerce, of which the King him- 
ſelf is the Head, may ſupply what elſe might be of- 
fered on this Matter. ke . 
Tux King knowing of how great Importance 
it is to the Good of the State to favour and protect 
the Commerce of his Subjects as well in as out of 
the Kingdom, his Majeſty, defirous of giving a 

cular Regard and Protection thereto, has re- 
ſolved on the following Regulation : 

FIRST, his Majeſty wills, that all ordinary 
Afﬀairs of Commerce, both within and without 
the Kingdom, and alſo the Maritime Affairs, be 
examined and diſcuſſed at the Office of Commerce 
eſtabliſhed by the Arrets of the 29th of June 1700, 
and the 22d of June 1722 ; and that when the 
Secretary of the Marine, and the Comptroller Ge- 
neral of the Finances cannot be preſent, a Report 
of the Deliberations of that Aſſembly is to be 
made to them by the Intendants of Commerce. 

* SECONDLY, As the Inland Commerce of the 
Kingdom, and the Maritime Affairs ought to have 
hut ONE VIEW, his Majeſty, willing to eſtabliſh 
» Afinity which is ſo natural and neceſſary —_—_ 
theſe 
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theſe different Commerces, which ought not to be 
governed and directed but with one and the ſame 
Spirit, is determined to form a Council compoſed 
of Perſons, who by their Knowledge, and the 
Aſſiſtance of ſo many different Miniſters, who 
have been concerned in Commerce, may be able to 
give their Advice to his Majeſty, eſpecially as to 
what they ſhall agree upon 171 its intire Eſtabliſb- 
ment and Increaſe. 

* THE ſaid Council is to be called The Royal 
Council of Commerce, and is to be compoſed of the 
Duke of Orleans, the Cardinal de Fleury, the 
Chancellor, the Keeper of the Seals, the Marſhal 
de Villars, the Secretary of the Marine, the Sieur 
d Angervilliers, the Comptroller General of the Fi- 
nances, and the Sieur Fagon, Preſident of the Of- 
fice of Commerce. 

* THx1s Council is to be held every 15 Days, or 
oftner, it his Majeſty ſhall think fit. 

* THe Keeper of the Seals, the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, the Secretary of State for the 
Marine, and the Comptroller General of the Fi- 
nances, ſhall make Report therein, each of the prin - 
cipal Matters which concern their reſpective Offices. 
* ALL the Arrets or other Diſpatches of the Royal 
Council of Commerce, ſhall be ſigned by the Chan- 
cellor, the Keeper of the Seals, the Secretaries of 
State, and the Comptroller General of the Finances, 
relative to their Offices. 

* THe Principal and moſt Important Affairs of 
Commerce ſhall be regulated in this Koyal Council, 
to the End they may receive therein a Deciſion, 
and a Form capable of rendering this Eftabliſh- 
ment uſeful to all the Merchants and Traders, and 
the Regulations concerning the Maxufaures ſhall 


be confirmed and fix'd. 


* H1s Majeſty wills and declares, That at every 
Mecting of this Royal Council, Report be Nas 


* made 
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made of any one different Branch of Commerce» 
Inland or Foreign, that may require his Attention 
* or Protection, together with the preſent State of 
* any Manufacture, in order to examine the moſt 
Proper Means for perfecting the Eſtabliſhment, and 
Manufactory State thereof. 
_ © His Majeſty reſerves to himſelf Power to alter 
< or add to the preſent Regulation, as he ſhall think 
gt. NW | 


Done at Fontainebleau, the 29th of May, 1730. 


c 
{ 
o 


Signed Louis. 
And under, PRELYPEAUA. 


Wx might here add divers late Ordinances and 
Regulations of the French, in relation ta their Trade 
and Colonies, which appear to be in many reſpects 
preferable to thoſe of our own, or indeed of any other 
Nation at preſent, could they be brought within the 
Compatls of this Paper; but muſt now proceed to 
inquire after the great Succefſes wherewith their 
Application, Wiſdom, and Foreſight have been 
crown'd. 


Fi RAST, An Inland Trade, and all Sorts of Ma- 
nufacturies have been promoted and improved in Old 
France, and proper Markets in foreign Parts have 
been fought out and provided for the Sale and Diſ- 
pofal of them. 

SECOND LY, Their foreign Commerce to many 
Places of Europe, Afia, and Africa, hath been much 
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exceed us already in Cocoa, Ginger, Coffee, Indigo, 
| and 
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and all other & lo Org in general, that any of 
thole Countries produce or afford, except Shipping, 
Naval Stories, Lumber, and Proviſions for Expor- 
tation. And divers of our intelligent Countrymen, 
for many Years paſt, have complained of the Dan- 
ger our Colonies are in of being furrounded and over- 
run by the French. | 

Tn v ſay, that the French have made Encroach- 
ments upon us in Nova Scotia; have got from us 
Cape Breton, and a Right of Fiſhery on Newfound- 
land: That they have ſeiz'd and ſettled much the 
largeſt (and to us, as lying neareſt to Jamaica, moſt 
dangerous) Part of is, 215088 have built or taken 
the Forts of Mobile, Penſacola, Halbaaes, Cuſatees, 
Prudbome, Creve, Cæur, La Salle, Deonville, Fron- 
tenac, Mont-real, and ſeveral others from the Miſſi- 
fipi, and fo down the River St. Laurence, on the 
Back of all our Settlements. 3 

TuESs RE Gentlemen further tell us, That if we 
have any Senſe of the Value of that commodious 
Tract of Land, ot Deſire of ſecuring to ourſelves our 
own excellent Colonies, it ought at leaſt to put this 
Nation upon ſome Methods to preſerve. its Right to 
the Mines in the Apulachean Mountains, to protect 
the Indian and Skin Trade, and to ſecure to ourſelves 
the Navigation of thoſe Rivers which fall from the 
ſaid Hills, and empty themſelves through Carolina, 
Virgmia, Marylaud, &c. 

In ſhort, they fay that our American Colonies, 
by an unhappy Fatality, were 700 little underſtood, or 
oo much neglected, as well during Queen Anne's War, 
as at the Concluſion of it by the Treaty of Utrecht. 

AN PD I well remembr the Sentiments of a ve 
ingenious and experienced Gentleman, whilſt the 
famous Treaty, juſt now mention'd, was on the 
Tapis: I hope, ſaid he, that Canada, which we 
miſs'd gaining in War, will be reſtored to us at the 


Peace now in Agitation; and that Annapolis Royal, 


* which 
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which we have recovered, will, with the whole 
Country of Nova Scotia, as far Eaſtward as the 
Iſland of St. Paul, for ever remain to the Crown of 
Great Britain. They originally belong'd to it in 
Fact, and do of Right now. — — All that 


Country on both Sides of the River of St. Lau- 


rence, was ſeized for the Crown about the Cloſe of 
the Fifteenth Century, by Sir Sebaſtian Cabot, 

Grand Pilot to Henry the Seventh, and by him ſent 
to find out ſuch Parts of North America as. were 
left undiſcovered by Columbus. The French pre- 
tend, indeed, to a Diſcovery of it by John Ver- 
razan, a Florentine, but this was in , which 
being of later Date, could give the French King 
no Righttoit, King James the "Eirft therefore, know- 
ing his Title to be good, did, in 1621, make a 
Grant of this Country to Sir Wi liam Alexander, 
(afterwards Earl of Sterling) who ſettled a Colony 
there by the Name of Nova Scotia, and held Poſ- 

ſeſſion of it ſeveral Years. Vet upon the Marriage 

of King Charles the Firſt with the Lady Henrietta 
Maria, it was by Order of the King, given up to 
the French. In 1627 and 28, we got it again, 
and the North Side of the River call'd Canada, 

was given to Sir David Kirk, who was both Pro- 
prietor and Governor. And the South Side (called 
by the French Accadie) fell again into the Hands 
of Sir William Alexander, In 1632 it was given 
away again ; though the King (when he found 
the French had poſſeſſed themſelves of the whole 
Country) declar'd publickly, that he had given 
away only the Forts, and not the Soil, and there- 
fore attempted to recover it again, but failed. 

Beſides, the King of France obliged himſelf to pay, 
in lieu of the For orts, Five thouſand Pounds to Sir 
David Kirk, which he never did ; but his Family 
was ruined, Cromwell weighing the Premiſes, 
* ſent Col. Sedgwick in 1654, and retook it; and 
© when 
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© when he made Peace with France the following 
© Year, tho' their Ambaſſador made preſſing In- 
© ſtances for the Reſtitution of it, yet he would not 
part with it, inſiſting that it was the ancient Inheri- 
© tance of the Crown of England, and did of Right 
belong to it. Whereupon M. St. Eſtienne, Son 
and Heir to M. Claude de la Tour, a French Re- 
fugee, who bought Nova Scotia of the Earl of 
Sterling, came over into England, and making out 
his Title, had it delivered to him; and then ſold 
it to Sir Thomas Temple, who was Governor of it 
till the Reſtoration ; ſoon after which King Charles 
delivered it up again to the French, and Canada 
with it, where they both reſted, to the unſpeaka- 
ble Loſs and Detriment of the Crown and the 
Planrations, till Col. Nicholſon lately recovered the 


former. From whence it is evident, that 

both Canada and Nova Scotia were the ancient In- 

heritance of this Crown. The only Queſtion 1s, " 
Whether the Kings of England had Power to ll 
alienate theſe Countries, which being incorporated bi 
into the Crown, were Parts of the Commonwealth, lb 
and deſcended to them from their Anceſtors ? The 1 
Civilians, and all that have wrote of the Law of 4 
Nations, eſtabliſh*d it as a Rule, Non alienande ſunt # 
Imperii Partes. They expreſly lay, That a Prince 411 
can no more alienate any Part of his Dominions, than i} 
the People may renounce their Obedience. Thus Ul 
Baldwin, Molina, Bodin, Matheus Pariſienſis, 1 


Grotius, and Puffendorf. And for our own Laws, , 
Sir Robert Cotton, in his Preface to the Abridgment | 
of the Rolls'in the Tower, obſerves, that our Par- it 
liaments have in all Times been careful to reſume i 
Lands alier'd from the Crown, which they con- 5 
demn'd as an undue Practice, and therefore reuni- } 
ted them. If then it was wrong to diſpoſe of 

Lands that were the Patrimony of the Crown, 
* how much more ſo muſt it be to give away the 
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* Subje&t's Property, and t9 alienate Part, of the 


Empire to a foreign Power? If the former were to 
be inviolable, then the latter, 4 "rh muſt be 
ſacred and unalienable. If it be pleaded, that 
theſe Countries came to the Crown by Acquiſition. 
and therefore may be diſpoſed of at Plea ; ſure I 
reply, that they were not acquired by Charles the 
Firſt and Second, but came to them both by Here- 
ditary Deſcent : And further, that if Acquiſition 
gives a Right of Alienation, then it is within the 
Prerogative to give or ſell Ireland, and all the Plan- 
tations, to any Potentate in Europe, which I be- 
lieve no Lawyer in Great Britain will give under 
his Hand for Law. —— Our Title appears equal 
to both Sides of the River of St. Laurence, that is, 
Canads on the North, and Nova Scotia, or (as the 
French call it) Accadie on the South. But I muſt 
beg Leave to ſay, that in Point of Intereſt, the 
latter is of more Conſequence to the Crown than 
tne former. For when that is in the French Hands, 
it is a Bridle to the Eaſtern Parts of New England, 
where the tall Pines grow, which are yearly 
brought home in the Maſt- Fleet; and indeed 
where there is ſuch a vaſt Quantity of Naval Stores, 
of all Sorts, as is not to be found in any Part of the 
World. I conceive therefore, that ſeeing Naval 
Stores are growing ſcarce and valuable all over 
Europe, and the Strength and Glory of our Nation 
depends upon them, and yet we are at the Plea- 
ſure of the Ruſs and the Swede, whether we ſhall 
have them or no, and that at their own exceſſive 
Prices; ſurely we ſhould take Care to ſecure what 
we have in America, as an ineſtimable T reaſure. 
Beſides, if we ſhould leave this Country to the 
French, we ſhall be defeated of our Ends in turn- 
ing them out .of Newfoundland, For they will 
find here as good a Fiſhery as they left there, and 
infinitely better Harbours, and conſequently will 

« ſtill 
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« geil be able to bring their Fiſh to Europe, and damp 
our Markets as formerly ; and we ſhall have one 
fatal Diſadvantage more by the Bargain, in that 
we remove them from the Iſland to the Continent, 
where they have more Room to ſpread and in- 
creaſe to the Terror of her Majeſty's Subjects. 
In one Word then, if we give up this Place, our 
Naval Stores are gone, our Fiſhery is extremely 
hurt, and we loſe the only Opportunity which we 1 
« probably may ever have to eſtabliſh the Peace and Se- | 
* curity of all the flouriſhing Colonies on the Con- 
< tinent 3 which I hope her Majeſty and her Mi- 
niſtry will in their Wiſdom conſider, 

Bu r another Gentleman of good Knowledge and 
Experience, has ſince alarmed us much more, and, 
I fear, not without great and urgent Cauſe. * The 
French, (ſays he) whom all the World acknow- 
ledge to be an enterprizing, great, and politick Na- 
tion, are ſo ſenſible of the Advantages of foreign 
Colonies, both in reference to Empire and Trade, 
that they uſe all manner of Artifices to lull their 
Neighbours aſleep with fine Speeches and plauſible 
Pretences, whilſt they cunningly endeavour to 
compaſs their Deſigns by Degrees, tho' at the 
Hazard of encroaching on their Friends and Allies, 
and depriving them of their Territories and Domi- 
nions in Time of profound Peace, and contrary to 
the moſt ſolemn Treaties. For beſides their 
ſeizing on, and ſettling the great River Meſchaceb, 
(of Miſſiſippi) and ſome Part of the North Side of 
the Bay of Mexico, and the Claim they ſeem 
clandeſtinely to make to another of our inhabited 
Southern - Colonies adjoining thereunto, they, in 
ſome of their Writings, boaſt, that their Colony 
of Louiſiana hath no other Bounds to the North 
than the Arfick Pole, and that its Limits to the 
Weſt and North-Weſt are not known much better, 
but extend to the South Sea, Fapar, or where-ever 

* they 
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they ſhall think fit to fix them, if they can be per- 
added to fix any at all; intenditigthereby to de- 
prive the Briti/þ Nation of all that vaſt Tract of 
Land ſituate between the Gulph of Mexico and 
Hudſon's Bay, which includes our Province of 
Car laua“, (which the French have called Louiſiana) 
the great Lakes, and the whole Country of our 
Five Nations, with the Fur, Peltry, and other 
Trade thereof, And what further Views and De- 
ſigns they way entertain againſt the Spaniſh Pro- 
vinces of New Mexico and New Biſcay, may be 
eaſily conjectured, ſince the World has been cer- 
tainly apprized of the Project framed by Monſieur 
de la Salle, to viſit and ſeize on the rich Mines of 


. St. Barbe, &c. which if he thought no difficult 


Task to accompliſh with about Two hundred 
French, and the Aſſiſtance of the Indians adjoining 
to, and in actual War with, the Spaniards ; how 
much more eaſily will they become Maſters of 
them, when, with the united Strength of Canada 
and Lauiſiana, both French and Natives, they ſhall 
think fit to attack them? And after ſuch an Ac- 
quiſition of the numerous Mines of thofe Provinces, 
with the immenſe Riches thereof; what may not 
our Colonies on the Continent of America appre- 
hend from them? Beſides, Jamaica lying, as it 
were, lockt up between their Settlements in the 
Iſland of Hiſpaniola-and thoſe of the Bay of Mexico, 
will ſoon be in Danger of falling into their Hands; 
and whether the Havanna itſelf, and the whole 
Iſland of Cuba, with the Key of Old Mexico, La 
Vera Cruz, will long remain in the Poſſeſſion of 
the Spaniards, is very much to be doubted. And, 


— 


* Carolana was the Name given to this Tract of Land by 
King Charles I. in his Grant to Sir Robert Heath of Odiober zo, 
in the fifth Year of his Reign. 


* ſuppoſing 
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ſuppoſing the beſt that can happen to us, it will 
be but Uly/ſesfs Fate, to have the Favour of being 
deſtroyed laſt ; a very comfortable Conſideration ! 
— We are all ſenſible what Clamours were raiſed 
at the Conceſſions made to France on the Con- 
cluſion of the Peace at Utrecht. There is ſcarce a 
Man well verſed in the Intereſt of Trade and Plan- 
tations, but blamed the then Miniſtry for not in- 
ſiſting on the Surrender of Canada as well as Nova 
Scotia and Newfoundland, for the Security of our 
Northern Colonies on the Continent of America, 
and the Traffick thereof ; nor ought they to have 
allowed them the Poſſeſſion of Cape Breton, if they 
had well conſidered or underitood the Nature ot 
the Fiſhery in thoſe Seas. | 

* Taz Hiſtory of former Ages, and the Expe- 
rience of theſe latter Times, (continues the ſame 
Writer) have informed us, that the French have 
ever been troubleſome Neighbours, whereſoever 
they ere ſeated ; Hiſtorians aſſerting, that the na- 
tural Levity and Reſtleſneſs of their Temper, their 
enterprizing Genius, and Ambition of extending 
their Dominions, and raiſing the Glory and Gran- 
deur of their Monarchs, contribute in great mea- 
ſure to make them fo. Wheretore it is to be 
hoped, that the Briti/þ Nation will be ſo far from 


continuing idle or indifferent Spectators of the un- 


reaſonable and unjuſt Uſurpations and Encroach- 
ments of the French on the Continent of America, 
that they let them know they have enough already 
of Canada and Cape Breton; and that *tis expected 
they abandon their new Acquifitions on the Me/- 
chacebe and the Bay of Mexico, that River and 
Country belonging of Right to the Crown of 
Grea! Britain. And, I believe, it will ſcarce be 
denied, that, at preſent, whilſt they are weak, 
and in the Infancy and Confuſion of their Settle- 
ments in Loiiſiana, we have a much better Chance, 
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and are in far better Circumſtances to put in our 


Claim to, and diſpute the Right and Poſſeſſion of 


that and other Lands, than we ſhall be ſome Years 
hence, when they have augmented the Number of 
their Inhabitants, debauched the Natives to their 
Party, and further ſtrengthened themſelves by ſe- 
curing, with Forts and Gariſons, the Paſſes of the 
Rivers, Lakes, and Mountains, even tho* they 
ſhould not have obtained any Advantage over the 
Spaniards, or enriched themſelves with the Wealth 
of Mexico. 

© I muſt acknowledge, that, in caſe the Britih 
Nation ſhould be ſo far infatuated, as not to aſ- 
ſert their Right to this ſo noble, and to them ſo 
uſetul and neceſſary a Colony, and endeavour to 
regain the Poſſeſſion thereof, or ſecure, at leaſt, 
ſo much of it as lies on the Back of our Planta- 
tions, as far Weſtward as the Meſchacebe, it would 
be much more eligible, and for their Intereſt, that 
the Spaniards were Maſters of it than the French; 
we not having ſo much Reaſon to apprehend the 
ſame Danger, either to our Colonies, Trade, or 
Navigation, from the firſt, as from the laſt ; tho? I 
am far from admitting the Ceſſion of it to either 
of them, on any Terms whatſoever, without an 
abſolute and apparent Neceflity, which, I thank 


God, we are not yet reduced to, nor apprehenſive 


of. And Iam apt to think, that Prudence or 
Policy will, or ought to prompt us to keep a Ba- 


lance of Power in America, as well as nearer 


home ; and that, 2s we have, for above thirty 
Years paſt, found it our Intereſt to check and put 


a Stop to the growing Power of France, and ſet 


Bounds to their Dominions in Europe, we ſhall not 
eaſily be induced to allow them to encroach on, and 
deprive us of our Colonies and Plantations in Ame- 
rica. The Spaniards are ſaid to be very uneaſy 
at the ſo near Neighbourhood of the French on the 

* Meſchacebe, 
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Meſcbacebe, and are perhaps more jealous of the 
* Conſequences thereof than we are, tho* not more 


than we ought to he; and *tis preſumed, that, on a 
proper Application and Encouragement, they*ll 
join with us to oppoſe and diſpoſſeſs them of their 
« Settlements there, and on the Pay of Mexico, leſt 
they render thengſelves ſole Maſters of the Navi- 
* gation thereof, Ind, with the Aſſiſtance of the 
Indians, make Irruptions into the very Heart of 
their Colonies, attack their Towns, ſeize their 
* Mines, and fortify and maintain themſelves there- 
* 1; | 

Tus much and enough as to the Continent of 
America, ——— But I do not find, that any of 
our Countrymen have placed the prodigious and ex- 
orbitant Growth of the French Weſt India Iſlands and 
Sugar Trade, in any juſt or certain Light: I will 
therefore borrow ſomething from a Book intituled, 
Secret Memoirs of Monſieur Meſuager, the not-to-be- 
forgotten Miniſter and Plenipotentiary of France ; 
which muſt rouze our Apprehenſions of their dange- 
rous Deſigns and Projects, long formed for the total 
Deſtruction of the Britiſh Sugar Trade and [lands : 


* 


* ABouT the Year 1706 (ſays M. Meſnager) the 
King having himſelf form'd a Scheme for ſome 
* Attempts upon the Exgl;/þ Colony of Jamaica, he 
called me frequently to him to draw it up in Form: 
When it was, after ſeveral Alterations, brought to 
< pleaſe him, He told me, he was extremely fond of 
that Deſign, and ask'd me if I was willing to go 
to the King of Spain with it? I made his Majeſty 
ſenſible what an Honour I ſhould eſteem it, to be 
* ſent to any Part of the World where his Service 
required: I think, /aid the King, nobody is ſo able 
to tell my Grandſon, the King of Spain, my 
* Thoughts in all the Particulars, as you, who have 
* ſeen all the Alterations, Amendments and Addi- 
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tions we have made, and know the Ground-plot 
Accordingly I went to Madrid, 
and laid the Scheme before the King of Spain. 
But when he came to have it debated in his Council 
of State, they were ſo backward, ſo ignorant, 
conceived ſo ill of the Deſign, and raiſed ſo many 
Difficulties, that I was — © ſend his Majeſty 
Word, I thought the Spaniſh Court capable of do- 
ing nothing for themſelves. The King was 
exceedingly vexed, that his Propoſals were not 
received with fo much Readineſs, as was ex- 
pected, and called me Home again, which 1 
was very well pleaſed with; nothing being more 
diſagreeable to any Man, who has lived in France, 
and eſpecially at Court, than that ſtiff, haughty, 
unconcerned Way, that the Spaniards do all their 
Buſineſs with. 

* THis Project was in ſhort thus : The. King 
propoſed to ſend 14 Men of War of the Line to 
the Spani/h Weſt Indies to attack the Engliſh Colony 
of Jamaica: His Majeſty's Meaſures were, that 
the Ships ſhould rendezvous at Cadiz, there to 
take in Proviſions, and as many Spaniſb Seamen, 


as could be had there; from thence to proceed to 


the Havanna. This the King ordered, becauſe it 
would amuſe the Engliſh, wwho would not imagine 
that the Deſign was ſo far out of the Way. The 
Spaniards made a Difficulty of every thing; 
they ſpent three Weeks in getting over the Me- 


thod to prevent the Spaniſb Merchants going to 


Amerita in our Ships without Licence, and would 


have had me gone back to Paris for the King's 


Hand to an Engagement that the French Ships 
ſhould carry no European Merchandize with them; 
nay, they would have had the King's Men of War 


ſubmit'to be viſited by the' Cuſtom-houſe Officers. 


Then they ſcrupled admitting the Men of War 
into the Port of Huvenes, tor fear, I ſuppoſe, of 
: + ſeizing, 
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ſeizing it for the King of France; as if when the 
King had given the King of Spain a King- 
dom, he would have attempted to take ſome of 
it again from him. — — Tired with this imper- 
tinent Slowneſs in their Proceedings, and with the 
unperforming Temper of the Spaziards, the King, 
as Þ ſaid, gave over the beſt Deſign that was ever 
laid of that Kind, and which could not have faiPd 
to have anſwered the End, had no uncommon 
Diſaſter befallen it from the Elements; for as to 
the Enemies, there was no Fear of any Prepara- 
tions they could make, becauſe there was no Poſ- 
* ſibility of their having any Notice of it. 

Tur Ships, as I have ſaid, were to have their 
Rendezvous at Cadiz, and were to have Six thou- 
* ſand Men on board of Regular Troops, to whom 
the Spaniards were to join Two thouſand, with 
* Twenty Tranſports ; and after the Rendezvous at 
* Cadiz, they were to ſail from thence to the Havan- 
na; becauſe it was his Majeſty's Opinion, if they 
* went to Martinique, or St. Chriſtopher's, the Eng- 
* [i/þ would have Notice of them, and would im- 
* mediately arm on all Hands to oppoſe them; but 
as the Havanna was a Spaniſh Port, between which 
and the Enghfh Iſlands, there was no Opportunity 
of Intelligence, it was the King's Opinion, that it 
Vas eaſy for the Fleet to lie there, and be join'd by 
the other Ships which ſhould come from Martini- 
* que, &c, and the Engliſh have no Knowledge of it; 
* which was indeed very reaſonable : The King's 
Orders were then, that they ſhould ſend an Ex- 
« preſs to the ſaid Colonies at Martinique, to join 
them with all the arm'd Sloops, or other Ships 
they had, and, in a Word, with all the Force 
they could raiſe, which, as the King ſaid, he ex- 
* pected ſhould be near 4000 Men more, with 
* Ships and Sloops enough to carry them, without 
* reckoning three Men of War which were there al- 
H 4 ready; 
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© ready; and as the King obſerved, he was ſatisfied | 
© that the Four thouſand Men from Martinique and 
St. Chriſtopher's, would be much fitter for Service, 
© than the Six thouſand from Europe; for of them his 
* Majeſty ſaid, he ſhould always expect one Half to 
© be Sick. — With this Force, the King's Meaſures , 
< were, that they ſhould ſail from the Havanna direct- 
, * to Barbados, and come to an Anchor directly 
* in the Road; from whence they were to alarm all 
« the reſt of the En e Iſlands, and by making Pre- 
* parations to land, they ſhould at leaſt prevent any 
Force from being ſent from thence to Jamaica, 
* where the main Deſign was to make a Deſcent: 
After ſome time, the whole Army, and Half the . 
Men of War, were to ſail to Jamaica, which is all 
with a Trade Wind and Sea Current, (leaving 7 or 
S Men of War at Barbados to keep them alarm'd): 
There the Forces were to go directly on Shore, and 
attack the Forts at the Point, which there was no 
doubt, after a ſhort Battery, they would take Sword 
in Hand; after which, the whole Iſland would be 
reduced of courſe, together with its Booty in Mer- 
chandize and Negroes, which would be immenſe. 
TRE King was ſo wrapt up in this Project, that 
© it was no wonder if he was very much diſpleaſed 
with the Spaniards, that they had not an equal Paſ- 
« fjon for it, when it was propoſed by me: And when 
] brought his Majeſty an Account of their Beha- 
© viour, he laid, They are the moſt ſtupid wiſe People in 
« the World. However the King (continues M. Me. 
nager) did not lay alide his Project, though he left 
© out 5 Spaniards in the Execution, and though he 


© chang'd the Nature of the Attempt and Scene of 


Action, which was removed to Nevis, &c. There 

the Enterprize was carried on with good Succeſs ;, 

and our Admiral (Tbberville) landed, deſtroy'd, 
plunder'd, Sc. and beſides the other Booty taken, 
* and the Spoil done to the Enemy, our Men took 


* AS 
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as many Negroes from the Engliſh, as they ſold af- 
« terwards to the Spaniards for 400,000 Pieces of 
* Eight. 

So much from Monſieur Meſuager. But, with his 
Leave, I believe, that the Spamaras were not /o ſtu- 


pid a People, as not to know very well their own 


true and real Intereſts, and to foreſee, that the Time 
would come, whatever the preſent Situation of their 
Affairs then might be, when they themſelves might 
as much need our Protection and Aſſiſtance againſt 
the French Power and Enterprizes in America, as the 
formerly, and not many Years ſince, had done for 
the Preſervation of their European Dominions, and 
the Defence of Spain itſelf, their own native Mother 
Kingdom; and no doubt the Time will come, when 
they will willingly part with ſome of their uninhabited 
Places to the Eugliſb (which tho? at preſent but Neſts 
for their Privateers, Pirates, and raſcally People, are 
yet an Expence to them to gariſon and maintain) 10 
form a Balance of Power in the Weſt Indies, and to 
ſecure themſclves the better againſt the Deſigns and 
Encroachments of the French for the future; it being 
perhaps almoſt quite too late now to think to diſpoſ- 
ſeſs them of Hiſpaniola. For our Sugar Iſlands, in 
reſpect to Extent of Land, Power, Strength, Cc. 
are become as nothing to theirs ; and whomſoever the 
attack and drive out firſt from the Weſt India Iſlands, 
whether us or the Spaniards, the other muſt ſoon ex- 
pect to follow after. And when the Iſlands in 
the North Sca, the Caribbees, Antilles, and every Inlet 
and Return to and from the Spaniſh Dominions on 
the neighbouring Continent, ſhall be in the Power 
and Keeping of the French; does any one imagine, 
that they will be content to demand from the Spani- 
ards no higher Duties than have been paid to the 
Kings of Denmark for the Paſſage of the Baltick? 
Or, to uſe a Spanih Term, inſtead of receiving, 
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what Iudultos may they. not expect to pay ? Nay, 
how eaſy would be the Conqueſt of all the Ports on 
the Windward Coaſt, Cartagena, Puerto Belo, Vera 
Cruz, &c.—— Ay, ſays Somebody, this has been the 
the Fault of our Miniſters. — 1 anſwer, not at all 
fince the Treaty of Utrecht; and I ſhall hereafter 
prove what I now aſſert, when I treat of our own 
Colonies, and ſhall then diſcover the true and latent 
Sources which, at length, have quite ſunk and over- 
tobel med our Weſt India Settlements. In the mean 
time we may do well to reflect on the inceſſant Op- 
poſition that has been given to the Adminiſtration, 
as alſo on the limited and undigeſted Nature, Power, 
and Force of the executive Part of the Engliſh Govern- 
ment, with reſpect to Colonies, Trade, &c. in Com- 
pariſon with the wiſe and orderly Conſtitutions and 
Regulations of the French. — Nor am I one of 
thoſe that love to complain of Difficulties, without 
endeavouring at a Cure; for I hope to demonſtrate 
alſo, that if, now at laſt, we would become unani- 
mouſly ſtudious to prefer the Publick Good, aur Re- 
medy is very eaſy, and very near at Hand, be it Peace, 
or be it War, —— But of this in its Place. 

J return to my Subject : -— A Gentleman fince 
dead, who favoured me, about ſix Years ago, with 
a Letter on the State of the French Sugar Colonies, 
takes Notice of the aforeſaid Project related by Mon- 
ſieur Me/nager, and makes the following Reflection 
on it. In my Opinion, /ays be, this was a very 
dangerous Affair to the Engliſh ;, becauſe the un- 
* thought-of Tour the French Squadron would have 
taken, muſt have bewildered any of ours that might 
have been fent after them; for not finding any 
News of the French at Barbados or the Leeward 
Hands, they would have proceeded in ſuch Man- 
ner as to have given the other Time to have done 
their Buſineſs,” 

Bur as there has been a great Deſire of late in 
| both 
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both Houſes of Parliament, and throughout the 
whole Nation, to be informed of the State and Con- 
dition of the Sugar Trade and Iflands, I ſhall preſent 
15 much of the aforeſaid Letter to the Publick, as I 
think may be of Service ;-the Gentleman who wrote 
it, having reſided, and traded himſelf in Perſon, to 
and fro, among all the Engliſh, French and Spaniſh 
Colonies in the Weſt Indies, for more than thi 

Years ;*and I ſhall ſubjoin ſome Additions and Re- 
marks of my own thereto, by way of Notes, having 
myſelf been among both the Eugliſb and the French 
Sugar Iſlands, before, as well as ſince the ſaid Let- 
ter was ſent me. And ſhould theſe Papers proye 
of no Benefit to my Country, it will, I own, be a 
great Diſappointment to my Wiſhes, —— However, 
it will be ſcen, at leaſt, I have taken, for ſome 
Years paſt, more than a little Care to be informed of 
the Matters I write on; Matters of urgent and infinite 
Concernment to this Kingdom ! | 


J am, SIX, 


Your bumble Servant, 


The National Merchant, 


LETTER 
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LETTER. XVI. 


On the Colonies and Settlements of the 
Engliſh. 


IX, 
L THO I was in hopes that I might have 
had Leiſure ſufficient to have gone through 


my in the Order and Manner I de- 


ſigned; yet my Affairs, at this Juncture, once 
more, unexpectedly requiring my Preſence abroad, 
Jam obliged to diſcontinue and break off, only 
with the Addition of this and two more Letters 
on the Subject; I promiſe, notwithſtanding, that, 
if I am bleſſed with Life, Health, and a little Re- 
laxation from neceſſary Buſineſs, to re- aſſume the 
Proſecution of it, and endeavour to bring it to the 
Perfection at firſt intended; and, in the mean time, 
the Letters already publiſhed, and that ſhall now 
follow, may ſerve to give the World an Idea of my 
Purpoſe, which I ſhould rejoice to ſee fully exe- 
cuted by a more able and more beneficent Hand : --- 
For my Wiſhes are, that the Trade of Great 
Britain may be rightly underſtood, and judiciouſly 
regulated; our Colonies wel] governed, protected, 
enlarged, and rendered uſeful to their Mother 
Kingdom, and to each other ; our. Poor provided 
for ; the Nation multiplied and enriched ; our na- 
val Power ſtrengthened and ſupported : In ſhort, 
that Britons may be a wiſe aud happy People, power - 
ful within themſelves, never fearing War, and grow- 
ing great in Peace, under the mildeſt and beſt (;qvern. 
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On the Colonies and Settlements of the Engliſh. 


Wr are now come to ſpeak of the Colomes and 
Settlements of our own Nation; a noble and uſeful 
Subject, of great Extent, and not to be brought 
within the Compaſs of this Letter: But I ſhall fay 
ſomewhat on the Conſtitution and Trade of every 
of them. 2dly. Point out ſome of the Benefits and 
Advantages they have afforded us. 3aly. Suggeſt 
ſome further Improvements that may be made in, 
or from them. And, 4thly. Offer ſome Queries, 
concerning them, to pubück Conſideration. And 
then ſubmit the whole to the Judgment of every 
impartial honeſt Man, that wiſhes well to the Hap- 
pineſs and Proſperity of Great Britain. 

I confine myſelf to our American Colonies, which 
are divided into, and diſtinguiſhed by the Names 
of our Northern and Southern Colonies. The firſt 
comprehend our Settlements in North America; and 
the latter our Sugar 1/lands, and Settlements in the 
Weſt- Indies ; to which we muſt add the Bermuda 
and Bahama Iſlands. —— As to their ſeveral Conſti- 
tutions, his Majeſty's Board of Trade, in their Re- 
preſentation to the Houſe of Lords of January 2 3. 
17334, informs their Lordſhips, That 

« Many of the Britiſo Colonies in America are 
immediately under the Government of the Crown, 
namely, Nova Scotia, New Hampſhire, the ferſeys, 
* New-York, Virginia, and the two Carolina's, Ber- 
* muda, or the Summer Hands, Bahama Iſlands, Fa- 
© maica, Barbados, and the Leeward Iſlands. 

* OTHERs are veſted in Proprietors z as Penſyl- 
* vania and Maryland; and, not long ſince, the 
* Bahama's, and the two Caddine $, 

* THERE are likewiſe three Charter Governments, 
the chief of which is the Province of the Maſſacbuſets 
© Bay, commonly called New-England, the Conſti- 
tution whereof is of a mixed Nature, the Power 

being 
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being divided between the King and the People” 
in which the latter have much the greater Share; 
for here the People do not only chuſe the Al1- 
< ſembly, as in other Colonies, but the Aſſembly 
* chuſe the Council alſo : and the Governor de- 
* pends upon the Aﬀembly for his annual Support, 
* which has too frequently laid the Governors of 
this Province under Temptations of giving up 
the Prerogative of the Crown, and the Intereſt of 
Great Britain, 

Connecticut and Rhode Iſland are the other Charter 
© Governments, or rather Corporations ; where almoſt 
the whole Power of the Crown is delegated to the 
People, who make an annual Election of their Aſ- 
* ſembly, their Council, and their Governor likewiſe ; 
to the Majority of which Aſſemblies, Councils, and 
Governors reſpectively, being collective Bodies, the 
Power of making Laws is granted; and, as 
their Charters are worded, they can, and do make 
Laws, even without their Governors Aſſent, and 
directly contrary to their Opinions, no negative 
Voice being reſerved to them as Governors, in the 
ſaid Charter. And as the ſaid Governors are an- 
< nually choſen, their Office generally expires be- 
fore his Majeſty's Approbation can be obtained, or 
* any Security can be taken for the due Obſervance 
of the Laws of Trade and Navigation, and hold 
little or no Correſpondence with our Office. It is 
not ſurprizing that Governors, conſtituted like 
theſe laſt mentioned, ſhould be guilty of many 
Irregularities in Point of Trade, as well as in 
other reſpects. 

* ALL theſe Colonies however, by their ſeveral 
Conſtitutions, have the Power of making Laws for 
their better Government and Support, provided 
they be not repugnant to the Laws of Great-Bri- 
tain, nor detrimental to their Mother Country : 

And theſe Laws, when they have regularly Paſſed 


the 
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the Council and Aſſembly of any Province, and 
received the Governor's Aſſent, become valid in 
that Province; but remain repealable nevertheleſs 
by his Majeſty in Council upon juſt Complaint, 
and do not acquire a perpetual Force, unleſs they 
are confirmed by his Majeſty in Council. 

Bur there are ſome Exceptions to this Rule in 
the Proprietory and Charter Governments ; for, 
in the Province of Penſylvania, they are only ob- 
liged to deliver a Tranſcript of their Laws to the 
Privy Council, within five Years after they are 
paſſed 3 and, if his Majeſty does not think fit to 
repeal them in ſix Months from the Time ſuch 
Tranſcript is ſo delivered, it is not in the Power 
of the Crown to repeal them afterwards. 

* In the Maſſachuſets Bay alſo, if their Laws are 
© not repealed within three Years after they have been 
< preſented to his Majeſty for his Approbation or Diſ- 
allowance, they are not repealable by the Crown af 
ter that Time. 

Tux Provinces of Maryland, Connecticut, and 
* Rhode Iſland, not being under any Obligation, by 
their reſpective Conſtitutions, to return authentick 
< Copies of their Laws to the Crown, for Approbation 
or Diſallowance, or to give any Account of their 
Proceedings, we are very little informed of what 1s 
* done in any of theſe Governments. 
©'THERE 1s alſo this Singularity in the Govern- 
ments of Connecticut and Rhode land, thatthere Laws 
© are not repealable by the Crown, but the Validity 
of them depends upon their not being contrary, but 
as near as may be, agreeable to the Laws of England. 
* ALL the Governors of Colonies, who act under the 
King's Appointment, ought, within a reaſonable 
Time, to tranſmit home authentick Copies of the 
* ſeveral Acts by them paſſed, that they may go 
< thro? a proper Examination : But they are ſome- 
times negligent of their Duty in this Particular, 
| and 
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and likewiſe paſs temporary Laws of ſo ſhort 
Continuance, that they have their full Effect 
even before this Board can acquire due Notice of 
them. Some Attempts have been made to pre- 
vent this pernicious Practice; but the annaal 
Support of Government in the reſpective Colonies 
making it neceſſary that Laws for that Purpoſe 
ſhould paſs from Year to Year, the Aſſemblies 
have frequently endeavoured in thoſe Laws, as 

well as in others of longer Duration, to enact pro- 


per Propoſitions repugnant to the Laws or Intereſts 


of Great Britain, of which this Board have never 
failed to expreſs their Diſlike to the Crown, when 
ſuch Laws have fallen under their Conſideration, 
and many Laws have, from time to time, been 
repealed on that Account. 

Bor as to ſuch Laws as do not directly 


fall within the above Rule, againit which no Com- 


plaint is made, and where the Board are doubtful 
of the Effect they may have, it has always been 
uſual to let them lie by probationary, being ſtill 
under the Power of the Crown to be repealed, in 
caſe any Inconvenience ſhould ariſe from them. 

© It has alſo been uſual, when a Law has con- 
tained many juſt and neceſſary Proviſions for the 
Benefit of the Colony where it was paſſed, inter- 
mixed with ſome others liable to Objection, to let 
it lie by, and give Noi ice thereupon to the Gover- 
nor of the Province, that it ſhould be repealed, 

if he did not, within a reaſonable Time, procure 
a new Law, not liable to the ſame Objections, 
to be ſubſtituted in the Place thereof.” 

I ſhall add nothing to the foregoing, as yet, on 


the ſeveral Conſtitmions or Governments of our 


American Colonies z but proceed to ſpeak in gene- 


ral of their Trade, as it relates to the Welfare and 
Proſperity of Great Britain. 


THEIR 
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THEIR chief Commodities are Tobacco, Su- 
gar, Melaſſes, Rum, Cotton, Ginger, Indigo, 
Aloes, Cocoa, Coffee, Rice, Dying Woods, Drugs, 
Copper, Iron, Fiſh, Naval Stores, Timber, Lum- 
ber, Peltry (Silk and Wines in time from Geor- 
gia, Sc.) and moſt others in common with, Great - 
Britain: And as our Colonies increaſe our Naviga- 
tion, take off our Manufactures and Superfluitics, 
and are a Receptacle for our People that are uſcleſs 
and a Burden at home, they are juſtly look'd on to 
be the greateſt Support of the Power and A fflu- 
ence of this Nation | 

Bu T then it is known, that the Manufactures,” 
Trade and Navigation of ſome of our Plantations, 
do, or may interfere with the Intereſt of this 
Kingdom, and in time may prove very prejudi- 
cial to it, if not irremediable. Whereupon it has 
been rightly obſerved, © That, indeed, Colonies 
are a Strength to their Mother Country, while 
they are under good Diſcipline, while they are 
«* ſtrictly made to obſerve the fundamental Laws of 
their original Country, and while they are kept 
dependent on it; but that otherwiſe, they are 
* worle than Members lop'd from the Body Politick, 
being like offenſive Arms, wreſted from a Na- 
tion to be turned againſt it, as Occaſion ſhall 
ſerve. 

Ir certainly therefore concerns the Wiſdom of 
the Legiſlative Power of Great Britain, to make a 
ſtrict and ſpeedy Inquiry into this Matter, to 
remedy Diſorders before they grow too obſtinate, 
and to put the Government and Trade of all our 
Colonies into ſo good and ſound a State, that every 
one may have its due Share of Nutriment, and 
thereby be the better fitted and diſpoſed for the 
Uſes and Benefits of the whole Body Politick, eſ- 
pecially of Great Britain their Head, Mother and 
Protectreſs. 

S SEVERAL 
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SEVERAL worthy and well-meaning Gentlemen 
have, from time to time, offered their Thoughts to 
the Publick on theſe Points; but it appears to 
be too great, as well as too invidious an Under- 
taking for a private Perſon, to declare truly and 
impartially, all that might, and ſhould be ſaid 
on the Subject. And if a Man cannot, or 
will not, tell the whole, plain, undiſguiſed Truth, he 
may miſlead others, and perhaps had much better ſay 
nothing at all. However, I cannot avoid think- 
ing, that ſome of our Colonies, are under the ca- 
ſieſt and happieſt Circumſtances of any People in 
the World, perhaps caſicr than thoſe of their own 
Mother Country; and that others have been ur der 
ſuch, as ſurely this Nation has not been hi- 
therto truly ſenſible of 

How unequal then are the Lots of our Fel- 
low-Subjects, as they happen to live under this 
or that particular Government or Province in the 
Britiſh Colonies! And ought this to be ſo? Eſpe- 
cially, if the Unfortunate are the moſt profitable, 
and that without Redreſs their Trade muſt be 
intirely loſt to the Nation? 

As Jalike with well to all our Colonies, and 
envy none their Happineſs, my Aim and Deſire is, 
that they might be all equally happy. But 


our S gar Colonies, on many Accounts, demand our 


immediate Care, if we are deſirous to preſerve that 
Trade. For I do aſſert, and ſhall prove, Firlt, 
Tm a T our Sugar Trade has many Years been 
upheld and carried on, Not by the Rules of ſound 
Policy, Wiſdom, and Diſcretion, but by Force and 
Oppreſſion, and contrary to all Religion and Virtue. 
And, | 
SECOND, That the ſaid Trade, without 
fome ſudden extraordinary Interpoſition, or unex- 
pected Alteration, will, in tne preſent Courſe of 
Things, be loſt to the Britih Nation, and Ty" 
| re 
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red to the French: Tho! it was the Opinion of 
Sir Joſiab Child in the Year 1692, That it was in 
our Power to make Sugar more intirely an Engliſh 
Commodity, than White Herrings were a Dutch Com- 
modity. Which was certainly true, had proper 
Steps (then, and ſince in the Power of this Na- 
tion) been, from time to time, taken for its Preſer- 
vation and Encouragement : Little did Sir Jia 
imagine, that the French could ever become our Ri- 
vals in this Trade; for he expreſly aſſerts the 
contrary, and that we were in no Danger from them 
on this Account. —— But what an Alteration 
has there ſince been for the Worſe? How 
many Opportunities and Advantages have been loſt 
by our own Miſmanagement and Neglect? And 
what Difficulties have not the Regularity, Foreſight 
and Application of others ſurmounted, &c. Sc. 


P. S. Havincs a great deal more to ſay on 
the Britiſh and French Colonies, I muſt defer the 
reſt till a convenient Opportunity : In the mean 
time, as all the Nations 9 Europe have of late been 
looking into their Trade, and conſtituting Councils, 
Colleges, and Companies for its Regulation and En- 
largement; in my next, I ſhall offer a Scheme, 
which, if put in Practice, I think would be of great 
Benefit to our own. 


Tam, STR, 0 
Yours, Sc. 


The National Merchant. 
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A Scheme for Regulating he Colonies, 
Trade, and Navigation of Great Britain, Cc. 


SCHEME 


IRST, That a Court be erected by Letters 

Patent of his moſt Sacred Majeſty, revocable 

and ſubject to Modification or Alteration at Plea- 
ſure, Us 

SECONDLY, that the ſaid Court be named, The 
Britannick Royal Court of Merchants. 

THrrRDLY, that the ſaid Court meet, at leaſt, 
once every Week throughout the Year, on ſome cer- 
tain Day and Hour, with a Power to adjourn, ap- 
o int Committees, c. | 

_ FourTHLy, that the Place of Meeting be in the 
. Royal Exchange ; and that the moſt commodious and 
moſt handſome Apartments there be fitted up for 
that Purpoſe. 


FirTHLY, That the ſaid Court be compoſed of, 


1. A Preſident or Governor, to be nominated by 
his Majeſty annually. 
2. A Sub-Governor, to be elected by the Mem- 
bers themſelves. 


3. A Deputy-Governor, to be elected in the ſame 
Manner. _ 
4. Orc or two Members to be appointed annual- 
ly by the moſt noted Towns in England for Trade and 
Manufaures ; and four by the City of London. 

5. Foux Members to be appointed by Scotland, 


and to be annually nominated by its Repreſentatives 
in the Brit: Parliament. 


6. Fouk 
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6. Foux Members to be appointed by Ireland, to 
be nominated by the Repreſentatives of that Nation. 

7. Two Members to be appointed by every of our 
Plantations, to be nominated in like Manner. 

8. Ox x or two Members to be appointed by the 
Bank, and every great Trading Company in London, 
to be nominated annually by their General Courts. 

9. His Majeſty's Lords Commmiſſioners for Trade 
and Plantations for the Time being, to bo all Ho- 
norary Members, and have Right to be preſent at 
all Proceedings. 


N. B. Every Member choſen to continue for 
one Year certain, and till ſuperſeded by the Nomina- 
tion or Election of another to ſucceed him, which 
will prevent Interruptions and Diſorders. 

SIXTHLY, Any Twenty-one or more Members 
to make a Court, but the Preſident (or Governor) 
or Sub or Deputy-Governor, to be one of the 
Number. 

SEVEBNTHLY, the Deſign and End of the Commi/- 
ſion to be, to inſpect, hen and examine all Mat- 
ters whatſoever relating to Manufactures, Trade, 
Navigation and Plantation, and to make Report 
thereof, and deliver their Judgments thereon in Wri- 
ting, to his Majeſty's Board of Trade and Plantations; 
and to drawn up and offer for their Lordſhips Con- 
ſideration, ſuch Regulations and Improvements, as, 
from time to time, they ſhall conceive proper to 
be made; all to be ſubmitted for their Lordſhips 
Approbation or Controul ; and by them to be laid 
before his Majeſty in Council; or be recommended 
to Parliament; or otherwiſe, for them to do there- 
in, as they ſhall find moſt expedient. 


Tris is a very rough and ſhort Sketch of the 
Scheme; but I ſuppoſe clear enough for every one to 


3 cConceive 
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conceive a general Idea of it: Let us therefore exa- 
mine its Propriety and Uſefulneſs, 


As to its Propriety. 


Tris Court is not propoſed with a View to 1n- 
frin inge or leſſen, in the leaſt, the Power of his Ma- 
jeſty's Board of Trade ; it is rather to dignify and 
aſſiſt it; in a Word, to ſerve as'a Grand Jury or In- 
queſt, truly to repreſent Matters to it. And no 
doubt from ſuch publick and well digeſted Informa- 
tions their Lordſhips will receive truer and cle rer 
Lights, than they have yet been able to obtain from 
the partial Complaints or diſgaiſed Accounts, which 
often come from particular Perſons. And from this 
Court their Lordſhips will have the beſt and freſheſt 
Advices of all Things touching their Commiſſion, 
and thereby be the better and more certainly qualified 
to anſwer all its Ends. 

2. As his Majeſty will appoint the Governor or 
Preſident, who, to be ſure, will be always a Perſon 
of great. Eminence, Worth, and Skill, and the 
Commiſſion is only for Probation, and during Plea- 
ſure; it does not ſeem poſſible that any Diſorders or 
Factious Deſigns ſhould arife from it: On the con- 
trary, 1t would tend to create a right and firm Good- 
Underſtanding between his Majeſty and his Subjects, 
and engage them in all his Intereſts, as inſeparable 
from their own. The gaining the Love of her Sub- 
jects, and making their Honour and Intereſt the 
Meaſure and Standard of her own and the Nation's 
Glory, evidently was the Cauſe of Queen Ehzabeth's, 
the Renowned Queen Elizabeth's great Succeſſes, 
and the prodigious Riſe and Increaſe of the Engliſh 
Naval Power and Trade in her Days: And ] believe 
it is no bold thing to affirm, that the maritime 
Tranſactions of her Reign make a moſt illuſtrious 
Shew in the Britiſßh Annals. For there we ſee ſuch a 


Number 
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Number of Ships and Men fitted out by the Queen» 
and ſuch a Number by her loving Subjects, who 
adored her, acting in Concert, taking, burning, 
ſinking, and deſtroying their Enemies; new Coun- 
tries diſcovered, Colonies eftabliſh*d, and a wonder- 
ful Trade carried on : So that the whole Nation in 
her Time has been fitly liken'd to a Hive of Bees in 
a warm Sunſhiny Day, Of the Fruits of whoſe 
Labour we yet partake. 

2. Asto the ſeveral Bodies enumerated to appoint 
the Members of this Court, the Number to be ſeat 
by each, and the Manner of their Election or Ap- 
pointment, they may be altered for the better, tho? 
I have not ſuggeſted theſe things without ſome Con- 
ſideration. 

4. As to the Place for its Meeting, I believe every 
one would rejoice to ſee the Royal Exchange once 
more inhabited and ſuch an Aſſembly, it may rea- 
ſonably be preſum'd, would give it a Splendor not 
yet thought of; which brings to my Mind Mr. Ad- 


difon's Deſcription of this no leſs aſeful than noble 


Edifice, and which I cannot omit, after pleaſing my- 
ſelf, that Poſterity in Crowds will make a full Stand 
at George II. the Reſtorer of this Place, and the Mer- 


cantile Glory of the Nation. —— There is no 


Place in the Town (ſays Mr. Addiſon) which I fo 
much love to frequent, as the Royal Exchange. 

< It gives me a ſecret Satisfaction, and in ſome 

* meaſure gratifies my Vanity, as I am an Engli/h- 
man, to fee ſo rich an Aſſemby of Countrymen 
* and Foreigners conſulting together upon the pri- 
vate Buſineſs of Mankind, and making this Me- 
« tropolis a kind of Emporium for the whole Earth. 

* I muſt confeſs I look upon High Change to be a 
great Council, in which all confiderable Nations 
have their Repreſentatives. Factors in the Trade- 
ing World, are what Ambaſſadors are in the Po- 
5 litick World; they negotiate Affairs, conclude 


14 Treaties, 
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T reaties, and maintain a good Correſpondence 
between thoſe wealthy Societies of Men that are 
divided from one another by Seas and Oceans, or 
live on the different Extremities of the Continent. 
I have often been pleaſed to hear Diſputes adjuſted 
between an Inhabitant of Japan and an Alderman 
of London, or to fee a Subject of the Great Mogul 
entering into a League with one of the Czar of 
Muſcovy. I am infinitely delighted in mixing 
with theſe ſ:veral Miniſters of Commerce, as they 
are diſtinguiſned by their different Walks and dif- 
ferent Languages : Sometimes I am juſtled among 
a Body of Armenians ; Sometimes I am loſt in 
a Crowd of Fews, and ſometimes make one in a 
Group of Dutchmen. I am Dane, Swede, or 
Frenchman, at different Times; or rather fanſy 


< myſelf like the old Philoſepher, who upon his 


being ask'd what Country man he was, replied, 
That he was a Citizen of the World. This grand 
Scene of Buſineſs gives me an infinite Variety of - 


ſolid and ſubſtantial Entertainment. As I am a 


great Lover of Mankind, my Heart naturally 
overflows with Pleaſure at the Sight of a proſpe- 
rous and happy Multitude, inſomuch that at many 
publick Solemnities, I cannot forbear expreſſing 
my Joy with Tears that have ſtolen down my 
Cheeks. For this Reaſon I am wonderfully de- 
lighted to ſee ſuch a Body of Men thriving in their 
own private Fortunes, and at the ſame tinge pro- 
moting the publick Stock; or, in other Words, 
raiſing Eſtates for their own Families, by bring- 
ing into their Country, whatever is wanting, 
and carrying out of it whatever is ſuperfluous. 
F we conſider our own Country in its natural 
Proſpect, without any of the Beneſits aud Advan- 


tages of Commerce, what a barren, uncomfortable 
Spot of Earth falls to our Share ! — For thefe 
* Reaſons, there are not more uſeful Members in a 


Com- 
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Commonwealth than Merchants: They knit 
* Mankind together in a mutual Intercourſe of 
good Offices, diſtribute the Gifts of Nature, find 
Work ſor the Poor, and Wealth to the Rich, and 
* Magnificence to the Great. When I have 
© been upon the Change (adds he) I have often fan- 
< fied one of our old Kings ſtanding in Perſon, 
* where he is repreſented in Zfigy, and looking down 
* upon the wealthy Concourſe of People, with 
< which that Place is every Day filled. In this Caſe, 
© how would he be ſurprized to hear all the Lan- 
* guages of Europe ſpoken in this little Spot of his 


former Dominiens, and to ſee ſo many private 
Men, who, in his Time, would have been the 
Vaſſals of ſome powerful Baron, negotiating like 
Princes for greater Sums of Money than were for- 
merly to be met with in the Royal Treaſury ? 
Trade has multiplied the Number of the Rich, made 
our Landed Eſtates infinitely more Valuable than they 
were formerly, ana added to them an Acceſſion of other 
* Eſtates, as valuable as the Lands themſelves.” 


2. As to the Uſefulneſs of ſuch a Court. 


IT would take up too much Time and Room to 
ſet forth how much Good this Court might do: I 
ſhall therefore ask a few Queſtions, and leave it to 
every one, Whether nuch might not be done by it? 
And, whether there needs not much to be done ? 
—= — For 

ARE there no Stops and Hinderances to Induſlry 
and Honeſty ? 

ARE there not many Livelyhoods, and great 
Eſtates obtained by what we may call legal Di/boneſty, 
deſtructive of the common Gord, and contrary to the 
true Nature and Reaſon of Things ? 


MicnT 
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Mionr not our Laws be reformed, digeſted, and 
regulated; in innumerable Inſtances, for the Eaſt 
and Benefit of our Colonies, Trade, and Navigation? 

Is there nothing to be done for the Benefit of our 
Manufactures and Fiſheries ? 

ARE no greater Rewards and Encouragements 
needful to revive the Loſs of Publick Spirit, and pro- 
mote the National Welfare? 

Is it not the prevailing Faſhion at preſent for moſt 
Men to endeavour to make their Fortunes, as they 
call it, out of Trade and Traders, rather than by 
fairly trading themſelves? 

Micur not more Encouragement and Protection 
be given to honeſt Informers againſt publick Abuſes? 
And ought not ſuch Informations to be rendered ho- 
nourable ? 

ARE there not Abuſes crept in, prejudicial tb 
Trade, diſhonourable to the ro TR and of 
general ill Example? 

Have we not loſt many Branches of our Trade, 
and are we not loſing others? 

Is there nothing to be done to prevent Poverty, 
and relieve infolvent Debtors ? 

Have we not too many People depending 01 
Divinity, Law and Phyſick? And might not many 
of theſe be provided for, and their too great In- 
creaſe for the future be prevented ? I reverenc2 
the Profeſſions, but ſpeak againſt the Numbers of 
Profeſſors, many of them fitter for other F mploy- 
ments. 

ARE there not many unwarrantable, as well as 
uſeleſs Occupations? And, if we take away 
the Labourer, honeſt Farmer, Manufacturer and 
Trader, what a happy People ſhall we be! Many 
Mouths and no Bread ! 

Have not France and Muſcovy, of late, ſhewn us, 
by their prodigious Succeſſes, the Benefits to be made 


by wiſe Regulations and new Inſtitutions? And 
ſhall 
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ſhall we alone not ſhake off our old Prejudices before 
other Nations get too much the Start of us?“? - 

Is there nothing to be done for the Benefit of the 
. Manufactures and Trade of Scotland, Ireland, and 
our Plantations, conſiſtent with the Poly and In- 
tereſt of the Nation? 

Bxs1DEs, in ſuch an Aſſembly, will not. the Mem- 
bers from our ſeveral Towns of Trade and Manufac- 
tories, give fuller and clearer Accounts of the Na- 
ture of their Affairs, and the Improvements that may 
be made in them; and alſo receive many freſh Hints 
that may prove Motives to new Made or 
contribute to perfect their ol(dꝰ?ꝰ?e 

FinaLLY, As Merchants and Traders carry on 
Trade chiefly with a View to their own private Inte- 
reſts, without regarding whether it may tend to im- 
poveriſh or Ro the Nation or not, as in 0 


«. © 


— 


 * Since this Paper was publiſhed we have had the following 
Advice from Denmark. * Copenhagen, Jan. 24. The King h 
lately publiſhed the following Declaration for encouraging the 
* Trade of his Country, viz. ** Frederick, by the Grace of God, 
King of Denmark and Noravay, &c. Our continual Attention 
to the means for enlarging the Trade of our Dominions, and 
acquiring new Advantages to our Subjects, in order to render 
«« their Proſperity ſolid and permanent, having at laſt deter- 
mined us to eſtabliſh a new Council of Commerce, which, at 
«« the ſame Time, is to have the Care and Direction of the 
„ OFEconomy of the State, we have thought it convenient, that 
«© our Royal Intention may be fully anſwered, to declare, as we 
«© do declare by theſe Preſents, that all Perſons who have any 
Thing to propoſe, either for the Advantage of the State, the 
Advancement of Trade, or the Succeſs of Manufactures, may 
apply to the ſaid Council, it being particularly commiſſioned 
and authorized to receive and examine all ſuch Propoſals, and 
«« then to report them to us, that if tfey are found uſeful and 
„ advantageous, we may Thew the Effects of our Royal Fa- 
vour to the Authors of them: And our ſaid Council of Com- 
merce are alſo further authorized to concert the molt proper 


by Meaſures for putting the ſaid Propoſals into immediate Exe- 
«« cution,' 


16 
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Caſes it does z; ought not the Management of Trade 
to be ſuperintended and regulated, with an Eye to the 
general Gain and Good of the whole Community ? 


N. B. Taz Pole Star to direct this Court would 
ſeem to be, to promote the general and particular 
Good' of Greal:Britain, and all 'its Dominions, by 
rendering each relative to the othcr, and every Part 
uſeful to the Whole; fo that all being rightly diſpoſed, 
and fitted together, may enjoy, within them- 
ſelves, the Benefits of Nature, ſecured and improved 
by the Hand and Wiſdom of Art. This will eſtab- 
liſh and fix the Proſperity of the Briti/h Empire upon 
a juſt and ſolid Foundation, as ſhe has, or ſoon may 
have, all Things within herſelf, with this bleſſed 
Advantage, that cheriſhing ber Colonies is increaſing 
her Power and ſecuring her Trade. — And we find 
by Experience, that our Commerce with other Na- 
tions grows every Day uncertain, is often interrupted, 
frequently rendered impracticable, and ſometimes 
prohibited, or otherwiſe totally loſt. -—— Let this 
be its Motto, Remember the Colonies. 


J am, SIR, Yours, &c. 


The National Merchant. 
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LETTER XVIII. 


It is the Duty of every Government to regu- 
late the different Orders and Degrees of 
its People Cardinal Richlicu on this 
Point.--- Siracides on the ſame. Of revive- 
ing the ancient Spirit of Trade and Indu- 
ſtry, and of a Reformation in thoſe Mat- 
ters. Our Poor and Idle are a Scandal 
to the Nation.---- Our Colonies may be of 
great Service to us. Our Hoſpitals 
great Benefattions to the Publick, but 
Planting of Colonies greater.----- The Au- 
thor's . for the Good of his Country. — 
Some Objettions anſwered, and three 
Muxims recommended to be obſerved by 
Great-Britain, with regard to her Colonies. 
— Of the Difficulties our Sugar Trade 
is under, and the only Method that can 
be taken to Fo "i it, or ſecure our Settle- 
ments in the Welt-Indics. 


S IX, | 

FIOHERE. never was, nor ever will be, any 
ſuch Thing as living without Government in 
the World; and Government implies Superiority 
and Subordination. But tho' there are known to 
be different Kinds or Sorts of Governments, yet, I 
think, it is not agreed on hitherto among the Politi- 
cians which is the beſt: However, in all Nations 
that ever were, there have been divers Qualities, De- 
grees, and Conditions of Men; and *tis . 
that 
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that it is the Duty of the chief Ruler, or Governors 
of cvery State, to regulate the different Orders and 
Degrees of its People, ſo as every Member of the 
Body Politick be happy and uſeful in his reſpective 
Station, and a perfect Harmony and Concert kept 
up and preſerved throughout the Whole. 
CARDIN AI Richlieu tells Lewis XIII. in 
his Teſt. Polit. After having ſpoken of the divers 
Orders the State is compoſed of, I have but little 
to ſay in the main, but that, as the Whole only 
ſubſiſts by the Union of its Parts in their Order 
* and natural Situation; fo this great Kingdom can 
never flouriſh, unleſs your Majeſty takes Care to 
keep the Bodies which compoſe it, in their Order. 
-- As it is moſt certain, (adds he) that the 
Elements which are capable of Weight, have 
none when they are in their Place; fo it is certain, 
© that none of the Orders of your State will prove 
© burdenſome to the other, while each doth remain 
in the Place which its Birth hath aſſigned.” 
S IRA CID ES expreſſeth the ſame Thing in 
another Manner: The Wiſdom of a learned Man 
cometh by Opportunity of Leiſure; and he that 
hath little Buſineſs, ſhall become wiſe. How can 
he get Wiſdom that holdeth the Plough, and that 
glorieth in the Goad, that driveth Oxen, and is 
occupied in their Labours, and whoſe Talk is of 
Bullocks? He giveth his Mind to make Fur- 
rows, and 1s diligent to give the Kine Fodder. 
So every Carpenter and Work-maiter, that la- 
boureth Night and Day; and they that cut and 
grave Seals, and are diligent to make great Vari- 
ety, and give themſelves to counterfeit Imagery, 
and watch to finiſh a Work. The Smith alſo ſit- 
ting by the Anvil, and conſidering the Iron- 
work, the Vapour of the Fire waſteth his Fleſh, 
and he fighteth with the Heat of the Furnace. 
The Noiſe of the Hammer and Anvil is ever 
; 0 in 
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in his Ears, and his Eyes ſtill look upon the Pat- 
tern of the Thing that he maketh; he ſetteth 
* his Mind to Enith his Work, and watcheth to 
poliſh it perfectly. So doth che Potter ſitting at 
his Work, and turning the Wheel about with his 
Feet, who is always carefully ſet at his Work, 
and maketh all his Work by Number. He 
* faſhioneth the Clay with his Arm, and boweth 
down his Strength before his Fect; he appli- 
eth himſelf to lead it over, and he is diligent to 
make clean the Furnace. All theſe truſt to 
their Hands, and every one is wiſe in his Works. 
Without theſe cannot a City be inhabited; and 
they ſhall not dwell where they will, and go 
up and down; they ſhall not be ſought for in pub- 
lick Council, nor fit high in the Congregation; 
they ſhall not ſit in the Judge's Seat, nor under- 
ſtand the Sentence of Judgment; they cannot de- 
clare Juſtice and Judgment, and they ſhall not 
be found where Parables are ſpoken : But they 
will maintain the State of the World, and all their 
Deſire is in their Craft.“ 
Bu T then this laſt Author has alſo obſerv- 
ed, that, Becauſe of unrighteous Dealings, Injuries, 
© and Riches got by Deceit, the Kingdom 1s tran- 
* ſlated from one People to another. Why 1s Earth 
and Aſhes proud? There is not a more wicked 
* Thing than a covetous Man; for ſuch an one 
ſetteth his own Soul to Sale, becauſe while he 
* liveth, he caſteth away his Bowels,” 

THERE is much more to be ſaid in Proof 
of the Uſefuineſs and Neceſſity of regulating the 
ſeveral Orders and Degrees of People of which every 
State is compoſed ; and as I conceive the Care 
and Protection of our Trade and Plantations do 
juſtly claim a principal Part in the Britiſh Politicks, 
it is to be wiſhed, that the true and ancient Spirit 
of Trade and Induſtry were revived, and a thorough 

Reformation 
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Reformation made of all thoſe Corruptions and 
Diſorders, which Length of 'Time, and the Depra- 
vity of human Nature, are too apt to introduce into 
the ſoundeſt and beſt Conſtitutions of Government: 
For the Colonies and Trade of Great-Britain may 
be likened to a molt excellent Orchard laid out and 
planted by Queen Elizabeth, ſuffered to grow by 
King James, unfenced and over-run in the next 
Reign, ſupported and taken Care of in the Interreg- 
num, put into better Order on the Reſtoration ; 
and having ſupplied us plentifully with all Sorts 
of Fruit ever ſince, both for our own and foreign 
Uſe, at length the Ground wants manuring, the old 
Walks repairing, the Trees pruning and nailing, 
and ſome to be removed, and others new planted ; 
and the Whole, from the Goodneſs of the Soil, and 
Benefits of its Situation, capable of receiving pro- 
digious Additions and Improvements. 

As a Man, it grieves me, as an Engliſhman, it 
ſhames me, to ſee ſo much Miſery, Idleneſs, Beg- 
gary, Theft, and Debauchery among us. —— 
Yes, ſay ſome among our poor, ſcrub, ordinary 
Wretches, very true! Yet let us attend, the 
Matter demands it: Is not Poverty often the Cauſe 
of Vice, as Vice is frequently the Cauſe of Poyerty ? 
Solomon aſſures us, the Deſtruction of the Poor is their 
Poverty? And are not they, as ſuch, a Part of 
the Publick Care? And do not they principally 
need the Help of our Legiſlature? Beſides, as it is 
an undoubted Maxim, that the Wealth of a Nation 
conſiſts in Numbers of People well employed, 
is it not more conſonapt to Nature and Religion, 
to breed np and preſerve our own Countrymen, 


than to naturalize and call in Foreigners? It is 
true, the latter is many times beneficial and adviſe- 
able ; yet, 1 ſay, let us do all we can, as well 
for, as with our own native Inhabitants; for it 
is a Crime, it is a ſcandalous: Crime, in any Na- 

tion, 
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tion, to ſuffer ſo many of its own People to remain 
oor and miſerable, uſeleſs and burdenſome; but 
in Great Britain, above all others, it is very ſcan- 
dalous, becauſe ſhe has it ſo very much in her 
own Power to redreſs it: — And J hope the Day 
approacheth, when this good and great Work of 
Reformation ſhall be compleated. For | 
I have heretofore obſerved in my IXth Letter, that 

this Nation has Lands, Riches, People, and Power, 
to accompliſh many great Things: And as I hear 
that all the Laws now in Force relating to the 
Poor, are deſigned to be reviſed, altered, repealed, 
Sc. and new Regulations made for their better 
Maintenance, and to render them leſs burdenſome 
and more uſeful to the Kingdom; it is certain 
our Colonies may employ many of them, and 
their Labour will there prove of double Uſe to 
thcir Country. For my Part, I look on our Colo- 
nies as a charitable Benefaction beſtowed on this 
Nation by God, the univerſal Father and Governor 
of Mankind, which, if rightly improved, muſt 
needs make us a great, happy, and flouriſhing Peo- 
ple. --— And that the Value of our Colonies has 
not hitherto been fully known, or, till of late, 
not enough regarded, ſeems moſt evident: For what 
Man in Exgland that had five or ten Thouſand 
Acres of good Land given him out of any Foreſt or 
Waſte, but would ſoon have provided for his 
own Family out of it ? Every Nation is but a 
great Family, and the Lands in our American Colo- 
nies, under a good Polity, might be of the ſame 
Benefit to Britens in general, as the five or ten 
Thouſand Acres of Land to any particular Family. 

The Advantages to be made by planting of Co- 
lonies, are very well ſet forth in a Pamphlet, intitled, 
Reaſons for Eſtabliſting the Colony of Georgia, 
Printed for W. Meadows, in 1733, which is well 
"hg K 123 95 worth 


q 
{4 
; 
{ 


* 
1 


130 The National Merchant. 
worth the Peruſal gf every honeſt Heart, and from 
whence I have taken that which follows : 
Ir, then, from the Advantages which will 
* accrue to our Trade, from the Eaſe which our Pa- 
* riſhes and the Publick will gain by a right Di/- 
* poſing of the Poor, the Eſtabliſhing ſuch a Colony 
* as Georgia appears ſo conſiſtent with Prudence ; 
* how much more ſo is it, with that Humanity we 
* ought to have for our Fellow Creatures? 
* How many never gain a ſufficient Settlement 
in the World? Here they may be ſure of one. 
How many, after they have gained it, fail by 
various Misfortunes ? Here they may recover and 
forget them. How many may be ſaved here- 
by from begging and periſhing in our Streets 
by Want? How many from the Gallows, to 
. which Neceſſity and Idleneſs lead the Way? How 
many may now live to be uſeful, who are de- 
ſtroyed by their Parents at their very Birth, 
leſt they ſhould be a Burden too great for 
their Support; and whoſe Light is extinguiſhed 
the very Hour they receive it? How many 
more would ſee the Light, by the Marriage of 
thoſe, who are prevented now by the Fear of 
Want? And how many may be preſerved from 
languiſhing out a miſerable Life in Priſon, to the 
Loſs of their Families and the Publick, and the 
-Scandal of a Country of Liberty ? How many too 
may be preſerved from Self-murder, into which 
they inconſiderately plunge themſelves, to avoid 
the Infamy of Begging, or the Horrors of a Dun- 
geon? — If a Man gives Alms to a Beggar in the 
Street, it is undoubtedly a Proof of a compaſ- 
ſionate Temper ; but is an ill-judg*d one, as 
it ſerves only to encourage and confirm him in 
< a Habit of Idleneſs. If a Man beſtows a 
Sum upon thoſe miſerable Objects in Priſon, it is 
* a, temporary Relief in their Miſery ; but not a 
Ts «* ſufficient 
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* ſufficient one from it. Every publick Act 
of Inſolvency is likewiſe an Act of Benevolence; 
but does not anſwer the End propoſed, it it 
makes no Proviſion for the Poor who are releaſed. 
Such then are right Benefactions, as procure 
not only immediate Relief for the Unſortunate, 
but provide for their future Happineſs and Uſe: 
For this beneficent Deſign, his Majeſty has given 
* a large Tract of Land (called Georgia) near Caro- 
lina, in Truſt, Sc. 

LE IT it be acknowledged however, and to the 
Praiſe of their Founders be it ſpoken, that our Ho- 
ſpitals, Alms-houſes, and Charity Schools, are noble 
Benefactions to the Publick. — But then Mr. King 
and Doctor Davenant, fifty Years ago, computed 
that there were 1,330,000 Souls in England, which 
decreaſed the Wealth of the Nation, which, ſays 
the latter (in his Eſſay on the Balance of Trade) 
is a very great Proportion of the People to be 
* a Burden upon the other Part, and is a Weight 
on the Land- Intereſt; of which the Landed Gen- 
tlemen muſt certainly he very ſenſible. To 
make as many as poſſible of theſe 1, 3 30,000 Per- 
ſons (whereof not above 330,000 are Children too 
young to work) who now live chiefly upon 
others, get themſelves a large Share of their 
Maintenance, would be opening a new Vein 
of Treaſure of ſome Millions Sterling per Aun. 
It would be a preſent Eaſe to every particular 
Man of Subſtance, and a laſting Benefit to the 
whole Body of the Kingdom : For it would not 
nouriſh, but increaſe the Numbers of the People, 
of which many Thouſands periſh every Year, by 
thoſe Diſeaſes contracted under a ſlothful Poverty; 
—— and to promote this, would be a greater 
Charity and more meritorious, than to build Ho- 
ſpitals, which very often are but ſo many Monu- 
ments of ill-gotten Riches, attended with late Re- 
pentance. K 2 IT 
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IT muſt, in Truth, be confeſſed, that Mr. Penn 
has been 'a truer and greater Benefactor to this 
Nation, than the Suttons, Guys, or any of the cha- 
ritable Bequeathers of old. * For he, foreſeeing the 

good Effects of Juſtice, Liberty, arid wiſe Regula- 
tions, undertook to people the Province of Pen- 
« filvania, where he laid out the City of Phila- 
* delphia, and form'd the Plan to admit of great 
© Increaſe : He choſe a Situation between two navi- 
* gable Rivers, and deſigned a Town in Form of 
an oblong Square, extending two Miles in Length 
from one River to the other. The long Streets, 
C eight in Number, and two Miles in Length, he 
cut at right Angles, by others of one Mile in 
* Length, and Sixteen in Number, all ſtrait and 
© ſpacious, He left proper Spaces for Markets, 
© Parades, Keys, Wharfs, Meeting-Houſes, Schools, 
* Hoſpitals, and other future publick Buildings. 
© In the Province there are now 80,000 Inhabitants, 
* and in the Town of Philadelphia a great Number 
of Houſes ; and it increaſes every Day in Build- 
© 1ngs, which are all carried on regularly according 
© to the firſt Plan.“ So true is that of a great Stateſ- 
man: Fe puts  confirmer par Experience, ce que la 
Raiſon- enſeigne d tout le Monde; que c'eſt la Tete, & 
non les Bras, qui gouverne & AY x les Etats. It is 
the Head, and not the Arm which conducts States. 
And, therefore, 


To conclude, I wiſh ſo much the Happineſs 


and Proſperity of my Country, and hope ſo well of 


it, that I aſſure myſelf ſome learned Hiſtorian 
in Ages to come, recording the Glories of his 
Country, will write ſomething like that which 
follows : * Throughout the long Reign of George IT. 
© the King, Lords, and Commons, acted with 
the greateſt Unanimity; Peace was preſerv'd; the 
* ſeveral Members and Provinces of the Britiſh 
Empire were made uniform and compact, and all 


Orders 


— 
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Orders and Degrees of People found themſelves 


o 


happy in their reſpective Stations, each doing 


Good to, and none oppreſſing another. The true 
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Value of our American Colonies began then to be 
better underſtood, than it formerly had been. All 
the poor and uſeleſs People ( for *till this King's 
Reign, there were incredible Numbers that were 
a Burden to the Nation, and miſerable Objects in 
the Streets) were provided for, and made ſervice- 
able to the Publick. The Maritime Power of the 
Nation was irreſiſtible ; and Trade and Com- 
merce ſo wiſely regulated and eſtabliſhed, that 
*tis to this King, Britons are indebted for the preſent 
vaſt Extent of their Empire, and their being the 
happieſt as weil as the greateſt People on Earth. In 
his Reign, Georgia (which had its Name from 
him) firſt began to be ſettled and cultivated ; 
where we now ſee ſo many Towns and Cities, 
Se. Sc. — In a Word, he truly practiſed 
the Arts of Government, and peopled his 8 
Dominions with his ſuperfluous and unfortunate 
Subjects. And now what a mighty People are 
they become ? Which other wiſe muſt have fal- 
len in War, or pin'd in Want, or been executed in 
Diſgrace, — They extend themſelves at this 
Time, fo far, as from Sc. Sc. Sc.“ 

I ſhould now, Sir, take Notice of ſome Ob- 


jections that poſſibly may ariſe on reading theſe 
Letters; but not to take up too much of your 
Time now, it ſhall be the Subject of another. 


J am, S I X, 
Yours, Ge. 
The National Merchant. 
K 3 LETTER 
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LETTER XIX. 


An Anſwer to certain Objections that may 
be made to the foregoing Letters. 


SIX, 


Now, Sir, proceed to take Notice of ſome Ob- 

jections that poſſibly may ariſe on reading theſe 
Letters. 

Tux firſt is, That our Colonies drain us of our Peo- 
ple, depopulate this Kingdom, and prove prejudicial to it. 
To which I anſwer, That Reaſon, Political Arith- 
metick, and paft Experience all abundantly evince 
the contrary, and that this Nation is manifeſtly en- 


rich'd and ſtrengthened by them, as may be ſeen by 


the Writings of Sir William Petty, Mr. Penn, Sir 
Joſiab Child, Dr. Davenant, and others. 

ANOTHER is, That our Colonies may in Time grow 
too powerful for their Mother Kingdom, and throw off 
their Dependency. To which I anſwer, I hope they 
may never ſce Reaſon to try the Experiment: but, 


if they ſhould, that Great Britain may never be fo 


weak in Councils or Arms, as not to defeat the At- 
tempt. * I therefore (ſays a certain Gentleman) 
think it is very prepoſterous to amuſe ourſelves 
* with vain, imaginary Proſpects, of what is ſcaree 
© poſſible to come to paſs, and neglect doing what is 
* abſolutely neceſſary; I mean the inlarging and 
* ſupporting our Provinces.” — However, I myſelf 
cannot but recommend three Things to publick Care 
and Conſideration. The Firſt is, the Preſervation of 
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our Sugar Trade, and fixing a Balance of Power in 
the Weſt Indies. The Second is, That Great Britain 
keep to herſelf, as much as poſlibly, all Sorts of 
Trade and Navigation, and alſo the manyfaZturing 
and improving of every Commodity. And, Thirdly, w 
That all our Colonies be diverted from interfering I 
with her in theſe Reſpects; and that they be uſefully 
employed in raiſing Materials for the Manutactories, 
Commodities for our Trade, and Naval Stores for 
our Shipping. And if theſe Things be not ſoon 
regarded, ſome Evils may grow paſt Cure: If 
they are, it will benefit, unite, and ſtrengthen the 
Whole, | 
THriRDLy, It may be asked, upon what Grounds 
I aſſerted in my XVIth Letter, That our Sugar 
+ Trade has, for many Years, been upheld and car- 
* ried on, not by the Rules of ſound Policy, Wiſ- 
dom and Diſcretion, but by Force and Oppreſſion, 
and contrary to all Religion and Virtue ?? To which 
I anſwer, That the Inhaditants of Barbados have not 
been able to preſerve themſelves from Poverty and 
Ruin, notwithſtanding in Thirty Years paſt they 
have ſpent the Lives of at leaſt a Hundred thouſand 
Negroes on the Labour of their Eſtates ; and that 
ſhould the whole World labour under the ſame Miſ- 
fortunes as that Iſland, an End would ſoon be put to 
the whole human Race : For Barbados has required a 
Supply of One hundred thouſand Negroes every 
Thirty Years ; and yet at the End thereof, her Num- 
ber js not increaſed by the ſaid Importation, include- 
ing the Births of all its Inhabitants, Strange! but 
true, to my certain Knowledge! If any one 
ſhall ſay, that this Deſtruction is not occaſion'd by 
hard Labour, ſtreight Uſage, and the like z -— How 
can he anſwer that which follows? — There is the 
Ifland of St. Vincent, in the Neighbourhood of Bar- 
bados, which had Three or Four hundred Negroes, 
who faved themſelves on it out of a Shipwreck, 


K 4 many 


136 The National Merchnat. 


many Years ago: They there fix d themſclves, fell 


to planting, and have ever ſince maintained their Li- 
berties againſt the Indians, the Engliſh, and the 
French; and being of both Sexes, are now increaſed 

to many Thouſands, and . . People, 

tenacious of Liberty. we found, when his 

Grace the Duke of htc acquainted them of his 

Intentions ; and this the French experienced in 
their laſt unſucceſsful Attack made on them; when 


theſe Negroes killed the chief Commander in the 


Expedition, and many of his Men, and forc'd the 
reſt to abandon the Iſland with Shame and Diſgrace. 
O Liberty! what is Man without Thee! How in- 
valuable are thy Bleſſings ! May thy Sacred Name---- 

Bur, after what has been ſaid, I defire to be 
rightly underſtood. I do not charge the Cauſe of 


the Misfortunes of our poor Slaves on the Tempers 


of their Maſters, but on the Neceſſity of their Af- 
fairs, and the Inpracticability of ſupporting the Sugar 
Trade in the Road we are in. — I compaſſionate 
theſe Colonies from the very Bottom of my Soul; 

and I write theſe Things, hoping this Nation, in its 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, will take their Caſe to Heart. 
The venerable Society for Propagation of the Goſpel in 
foreign Parts, has two fine Eſtates on the ſaid Iſland 
of Barbados, bequeathed them by Chriſtopher Codring- 
ton, Eſq; for pious and charitable Uſes ; and 
they know, that ſuch has been the Condition of them 


of late Years, that they are ſtill in Debt, and that, 


notwithſtanding the many Slaves they have purchaſ- 
ed, they have a leſs Number on them than when the 
Eſtates came into their Hands. I know a great 
deal of this Matter, — The Society or their Agents, 
are not to be blamed, as I think. Our Sugar 
Cane muſt be raiſed at an eaſier and cheaper Rate, 
or greater Prices muſt be given for our Sugars ; but 
of this latter there is no Likelihood, whilſt the French 
can fo far underſell us in all foreign Markets, 


ſhort, 


In 
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ſhort, let People ſay what they will, there is no other 
Remedy left us; and this is the Sum of the Matter, 


in Practice the plain old Maxim, which, ſays, That 
every Thing is beſt preſerved by the ſame Principles by 
which it was firſt eſtabliſhed ; that is, we muſt plant 


1 


(which the ſooner we ſet about, the bene we muſt 7. 
look back to the Riſe of this Trade with us, and put. 


more fertile and cheaper Lands, and endeavour to 


make Proviſions and Neceſſaries more plentiful, and 
Labour more eaſy; — or elſe we are ſtriving 
againſt Nature and Morality, too powerful Oppo- 
nents to be overcome ! - And theſe Things re- 
quire the Care and Aſſiſtance of the legiſlative Power 


of Great Britain, — without which the Sugar Trade 


is gone, and the Weſt Indies are loſt. 
Iam, S IR, Yours, Ge. 


The National Merchant. 


Pr. S. I know our old Planters on well built 
Eſtates will be unwilling to grant what I have ſaid; 
but it is true; And tho' the Value of their 


Eſtates will be leſs, yet, on a proper Inquiry into, 
and a Regulation of this great Concern, the Legiſla- 


ture may, and, to be ſure, will make them ample 
Amends. And I ſay again, nothing can preſerve to 


us the Sugar Trade, and our Settlements in the Weſt 


Indies, but going to the very Bottom of Things; our 
Wounds are otherwiſe incurable, and every leſs Re- 
medy is deceitful. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Being a Propoſal with Regard to Priſoners 
for Debt. 


FJAVING met with ſome Obſervations publiſhed 
about Twenty Years ago, concerning our Priſo- 
ners for Debt; I think it may be of publick Benefit 


to have a few of them reprinted, annexed to theſe 


Letters. The Caſe of theſe unhappy People ſeems, 
and really is, ſo very deplorable, in regard to them- 
ſelves and Families, ſuch an Encouragement to op- 
preſſive and relentleſs Minds, and ſuch Reproach to 
our Religion and Government, as well as contrary to 
all Maxims of ſound Polity, that we ſcarce meet with 
a Blemiſh fo foul in any ancient or modern State, the 
moſt famed for Imperfection and Barbarity. 


A very knowing and ſucceſsful Politician, to 
whom his Country is infinitely beholden for quieting 
the Niſorders of its Government, and regulating the 
ſeveral Degrees of-its People, from whence its pre- 
ſent Glory and Grandeur had their Riſe, affures the. 


Legiſlators and Governors of every State, * That 


* if, on all Occaſions, they do not prefer Publick 
© Intereſt to private Advantages, tho? otherwiſe ne- 
ver ſo good Livers, they will be found more guil- 
ty than thoſe of inferior Rank, who actually tranſ- 
* greſs the Laws and Commands of God; it being 
certain, that to omit what we ought to do, and to 


commit what we ought not to do, is the ſame 


Thing: Beaucoup ſe ſauveroient comme Perſinnes 
: « Privees, 
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© Privees, qui ſe damnent en effet comme Perſonnes 
publiques, 


Nov, as ſo many Thouſand unfortunate Souls, 
in the Depth of Miſery and Diſtreſs, might be made 
of Uſe and Service to their Country, and reſtored to 

a State of Freedom and Happineſs, by a little Care 
and Interpoſition of our Legiſlature were I 
one of the Repreſentatives of the Commons of Great 
Britain in Parliament, I ſhould think I did not diſ- 
charge my Conſcience or Duty, if any one Day 
ſhould paſs without, Let us remember the Caſe of the 
poor Priſoners. And I here deſire every conſi- 
derate Perſon to take it ſcriouſly to Heart, ſince the 
fame Charity and Expence that goes only to preſerve 
them in Miſery, being rightly applied, might ſer 
them free, and reſtore them to all the reaſonable Pri- 
vileges and Benefits in Nature: For I repeat it over 
and over again; Men a Nation has ſo much ſpare 
Land as we have in our Colonies, it muſt be through a 
moſt wretched Defeft in Politicks, if any be ſuffered to 
be miſerable in themſelves, or uſeleſs to the Publick. 


The Caſe of our poor Debtors, 


Ovux Laws, in relation to Debtor and Creditor, 
are different from all other Nations, even from 
Scotland; J mean, in impriſoning and detaining 
the Perſon of the Debtor for ever, tho* not worth 
one Farthing in the World, nor any-ways capable 
to make the leaſt Satisfaction to his cruel Creditor. 
I wonder ſuch ſort of Creditors have the Impu- 
dence to pretend they are Chriſtians, or ſay the 
Lord's Prayer, which is ſo diametrically oppoſite 
to their Practice. The vain Hopes of thoſe 
Men, to think they ſhall be ſaved, when the 
* Condition of their Salvation depends upon K. very 
Point, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Being a Propoſal with Regard to Priſoners 
for Debt. | 


HAVING met with ſome Obſervations publiſhed 

about Twenty Years ago, concerning our Priſo- 
ners for Debt; I think it may be of publick Benefit 
to have a few of them reprinted, annexed to theſe 
Letters. The Caſe of theſe unhappy People ſeems, 
and really is, ſo very deplorable, in regard to them- 
ſelves and Families, ſuch an Encouragement to op- 
preſſive and relentleſs Minds, and ſuch Reproach to 
our Religion and Government, as well as contrary to 
all Maxims of ſound Polity, that we ſcarce meet with 
a Blemiſh fo foul in any ancient or modern State, the 
moſt famed for Imperfection and Barbarity. 


A very knowing and ſucceſsful Politician, to 
whom his Country is infinitely beholden for quieting 
the Diſorders of its Government, and regulating the 
ſeveral Degrees of- its People, from whence its pre- 
ſent Glory and Grandeur had their Riſe, aſſures the 


Legiſlators and Governors of every State, That 


* if, on all Occaſions, they do not prefer Publick 
© Intereſt to private Advantages, tho* otherwiſe ne- 
© ver ſo good Livers, they will be found more guil- 
ty than thoſe of inferior Rank, who actually tranſ- 
greſs the Laws and Commands of God]; it being 
© certain, that to omit what we ought to do, and to 


commit what we ought not to do, is the ſame 


Thing: Beaucoup ſe ſauveroient comme Perſonnes 
— Privees, 
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Privees, qui ſe damnent en effet comme Perſonnes 
publiques, 


Now, as ſo many Thouſand unfortunate Souls, 
in the Depth of Miſery and Diſtreſs, might be made 
of Uſe and Service to their Country, and reſtored to 

a State of Freedom and Happineſs, by a little Care 
and Interpoſition of our Legiſlature ; were I 
one of the Repreſentatives of the Commons of Great 
Britain in Parliament, I ſhould think I did not diſ- 
charge my Conſcience or Duty, if any one Day 
ſhould paſs without, Let us remember the Caſe of the 
poor Priſoners. And I here deſire every conſi- 
derate Perſon to take it ſcriouſly to Heart, ſince the 
fame Charity and Expence that goes only to preſerve 
them in Miſery, being rightly applied, might ſer 
them free, and reſtore them to all the reaſonable Pri- 
vileges and Benefits in Nature : For I repeat it over 
and over again, ben a Nation has ſo much ſpare 
Land as we have in our Colonies, it muſt be through a 
moſt wretched Defeft in Politicks, if any be ſuffered to 
Je miſerable in themſelves, or uſeleſs to the Publick. 


The Caſe of our poor Debtors. 


< Ovnk Laws, in relation to Debtor and Creditor, 
are different from all other Nations, even from 
Scotland; I mean, in impriſoning and detaining 
the Perſon of the Debtor for ever, tho' not worth 
one Farthing in the World, nor any-ways capable 
to make the leaſt Satisfaction to his cruel Creditor. 
I wonder ſuch ſort of Creditors have the Impu- 
dence to pretend they are Chriſtians, or ſay the 
Lord's Praycr, which is ſo diametrically oppoſite 
to their Practice. The vain Hopes of thoſe 
Men, to think they ſhall be ſaved, when the 
Condition of their Salvation depends upon by very” 
Point, 
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Point, Of forgiving their Debtors, as they expect 
God will forgive their Debts! 


Turku is one general Pretence for this Severi- 


0 
? 


ty of the Law, in confining the Bodies of Men for 
Debts, ** That, if it was otherwiſe, it would de- 


** ſtroy Credit, and People would not care how far 
they run in Debt.” —— Certainly there is Credit 
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in Holland, France, and other Countries; and yet 
they do not keep Debtors, who have nothing to 
pay, in Gaol. And 'tis my Opinion, that this 
fort of Credit that is given, upon Preſumption of 
throwing Men in Goal at Diſcretion, is as well 
ruinous to the Creditor as Debtor. — If Men had 
not this Power over one another, they would be a 
little more circumſpect and careful whom they 
truſted ; they would inquire a little more into the 
Sobriety and Induſtry of the Perſon whom they 
were going to give Credit to; and if he was an 
honeſt and Induſtrious Man, it would be his Inte- 
reſt and Inclination to keep up his Credit and good 
Name, ſo eſſential to his Well-doing in the 
World: But a Gaol is far from giving Relief to 
the Creditor in any reſpect. 


Tux Curſe of attaching and confining the Body 
at Diſcretion, is ſo fatal, that if an honeſt Dealer, 
who has lived in great Credit, and has wherewithal 
to pay every one; yet if one malicious Creditor 
ſhall ſue him, more out of Pique and Revenge, 
then to get his Debt, it ſo ruins his Reputation, 
that it ſhall bring all the reſt of his Creditors, like 
Vulturs, upon his Carcaſs, and utterly deſtroys 
him and his Family, before he can poſſibly call in 
his Debts or Effects to ſtop their ravenous Mouths. 
The Apprehenſion of a Gaol ſtrikes others with 
ſach a Terror, that when they have Peoples Money 


and Goods in their Hands, and fear the Conſe- 
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uence of any Loſs, or falling into the Power of 
the Law, they run into foreign Countries, and ruin 
others, before they will be ruined themſelves.------ 
In ſhort, it hardens both Creditor and Debtor, to 
their mutual Deſtruction. 
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< Our Laws, in this Particular, are either bet- 
ter or worſe, than thoſe in other Countries ; but 
beſure the latter, as far as they are againſt the 
Laws of God, Reaſon, and Senſe of all the reſt of 
© the World, They are unreaſonable and unjuſt, 
© becauſe they do not in the leaſt diſtinguiſh be- 
< tween the honeſt unfortunate Man, who is an Ob- 
« ject of Pity, not of Puniſhment ; and the Knave, 
* who always fares beſt, and if he has Money, evades 
© the Severity of our Laws, or makes his Priſon a 
Palace: Whereas the unfortunate Perſon, it he has 
led the Life of an Angel, and in its whole Courſe 
© has been charg'd with no ill Action, or the leaſt 
Extravagancy, an unavoidable Accident may 
happen to him, which no human Prudence could 
« foreſee, or prevent; ſo that the Perſon that was 
* To-day worth ſome Thouſands, To-morrow ſhall 
be as many in Debt, and for his Conſolation, after 
< theſe miſerable Misfortunes, a Gaol is to be his Por- 
tion, where he muſt meet with the crueleſt of 
« Deaths, viz. a lingering one, to ſtarve between 


Stone Walls, whilſt his Wife and Children are 
© begging about the Streets. 
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T is reckoned there are about Sixty thouſand mi- 
ſerable Debtors, periſhing in the Priſons of Englang 
and Wales, where Hundreds die weekly of Want 
and infectious Diſeaſes, whoſe Blood, I fear, cries 


for Vengeance on a Nation that tolerates ſuch 
Cruelty by Law, 
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Wax a Banter is our Talk of Liberty and 
Property in a Kingdom, where Liberty is ſo ne- 
ceſſary to its Trade? — When a Tradeſman fails 
by unavoidable Misfortunes, his Creditor ſhall 
have more Power over him than his Prince, or as 
much as the moſt abſolute Tyrant, to take all he 
has, and then puniſh his Body with the worſt of 
Deaths, perpetual Impriſonment. And where is 
the Benefit of all this, to render ſuch a vaſt Num- 
ber of People uſeleſs, and their Families a Burden 
to the Publick? Theſe miſerable Oppreſſions put 
Men upon a kind of fatal Neceſſity toturn Knaves, 
and wreck their Wit to evade it all, or as much 
of it as they can, which, by the Help of the Law- 
yers, if they have Money, they may do. But 
where accrues the Benefit of all this unchriſtian 
Severity? To none but to the very worſt 
of Rogues that tread on the Face of the Earth, viz. 
Pettifoggers, Gaolers, Keepers of Spunging Houſes, 
Bailiffs, and their Followers. — Our corrupt Na- 
ture prompts us to oppreſs and tyrannize over our 
Fellow Creatures, and *tis great Pity the Govern- 
ment ſhould leave it in our Power to exerciſe it, 


ſince we ſeldom want the Will. 


* WHOEVER hath made Obſervations of the 
general Tranſactions, and Affairs of the World, 
maſt of neceſſity be ſenſible, that all the Revolu- 
tions of Empires, Kingdoms, and States, that 
have degenerated from better to worſe, have de- 
rived their Misfortunes from the Decay of Religion, 
Virtue, and common Juſtice: God having made 


nothing to remain permanent, but what is juſt and 
boneſt. 


fl 
* EviLrs, like Weeds, will grow in every Soil; 
they ſpring up and flouriſh in every Government; 
and 
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State-Diſtempers, time enough to prevent the 
Death of the Patient. 


«- 


Wir ought not to tempt God's Patience and 
Forbearance, by delaying to ſet about ſo good a 
Work as Reforming our Corruptions, — that we 
may not only become happy ourſelves, but leave a 
Bleſſing to our Poſterity, and give good Examples 
to the reſt of Mankind, and ſhew the World, 
that we are truly the Nation that may be term'd 


Libera Gens.“ 
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and Phyſicians of State ought to ſee the Growth of 
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